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Dalziel St. Andrew‟s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 18th July 2010  1st Timothy 1 

“Men wanted for hazardous journey, small wages, and 
bitter cold working conditions, long months of complete 
darkness, constant danger, and safe return doubtful.  
Honour and recognition in case of success.” These words 
appeared in a London newspaper and, surprisingly, literally thousands 
of men responded!  It was signed by the famous explorer, Sir Ernest 
Shackleton.  Perhaps that was what made the difference! 
 
If Jesus Christ had advertised for workers, the announcement might 
have gone something like this; “Women and men wanted for 
humanly impossible task of building the Church.  You will 
often be misunderstood, even by those working alongside 
you.  You will face constant attack from an invisible, but 
ferocious and devious, enemy.  This work may cost you your 
home, your ambitions, and even your life.  You may not see 
the full results of your labour, and your reward is unlikely 
to come until after your death!” 
 
In spite of these demands of discipleship, millions have answered 
Christ’s call across the centuries and gladly given their all for Him. 
 
Timothy, the recipient of this (and the following) letter was one such 
young fellow, who responded to the invitation to help build the Church.  
He was one of the Apostle Paul’s special assistants, whose story we 
shall be following over the next few months.   
 
Born of mixed parentage, a Jewish mother and Greek father, Timothy 
had been brought up in a religious home and led to faith by Paul 
himself, which explains: “my true son in the faith” (v2).  In spite of 
this super background, his spiritual gifts being recognised by the local 
church, and a clear calling from God, Timothy was an individual who 
was easily discouraged.  Now, certainly, Ephesus with its lascivious 
worship of Diana and shameless promotion of sexual immorality was 
not an easy place to be a Christian minister.  Nor could it have been 
simple, as a raw recruit, to stand in the shadow of Paul, who founded 
the church in that city.  This epistle, then, is a spur to a young Christian 
man to follow the right plans when he was building Christ’s church.   
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It is in that regard that I thought it useful for us to study the letter and 
seek to adhere to the same principles when building the church today!  
And, by the way, according to tradition in the writings of Eusebius, and 
early historian, Timothy’s life ended in this same city, brutally battered 
to death by those who opposed his preaching of the Gospel and his 
opposition to the idolatrous worship of Diana at the temple in Ephesus.  
So, in answering the call to follow Christ, timorous and easily 
disheartened as he was, yet Timothy really did give everything.  And, 
the remarkable thing is this; Timothy knew what the outcome would 
be, even before this time of ministry in Ephesus.  In Acts 20: 29-31a, 
Paul prophesied how things would go in the future: “I know that 
after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will 
not spare the flock.  Even from your own number men will 
arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples 
after them.  So, be on your guard!”  Let me assure you, 20 
centuries later, there are still those, inside and outside the church, who 
try to twist Christ’s teaching and usurp the church’s unity and peace. 
 
Therefore, it’s important we listen to what Paul taught young Timothy.  
In the first chapter, there are two main points to note:- 
 
1.  DECRY THE LIE  (1 Timothy 1: 1-11) 
I have already mentioned what a wicked place Ephesus was in the first 
century.  While that meant there were many spiritual opportunities for 
the Church to tap into, there were also satanic obstacles to overcome. 
 
Apart from the obvious and false worship of Diana, there were 
problems within the Church.  The chief difficulty was a group of 
individuals who taught a corrupted version of the Gospel, which was no 
Good News at all.  In fact, what they taught was bad news!  They raised 
more questions than answers.  It was more about speculation, than 
transformation!  Instead of promoting “...love, which comes from a 
pure heart, and a good conscience, and a sincere faith....” (v5), they 
were ensnaring people through “...myths and endless genealogies...” 
(v4) and luring them away from the truth by “...meaningless talk...” 
(v6).  The J-team in Ephesus (Jesus’ team) was giving the opposition a 
head-start through scoring an own-goal.  Instead of focussing on the 
essence of Christ’s message – about faith and love, forgiveness and 
grace – they got embroiled in endless debates and seemingly high-brow 
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discussions about religion.  Now, let me tell you this – you will never 
argue someone, through rational thought and persuasive opinions, into 
belief in God.  That takes the love of Christ and the grace of God! 
 
But, apparently, the Pharisees were alive and well, and among the 
Church in Ephesus.  These false teachers were promoting salvation by 
Law and not through Grace.  Religious legalism (following rules 
and regulations) enabled a person to appear holy without really having 
a change of heart!  Paul instructed Timothy to strongly condemn such 
teaching; for the Law without the Gospel is diagnosis without remedy!   
 
In almost militaristic style Paul encourages Timothy to “COMMAND 
certain men not to teach false doctrines...” (v3). 
 
2.  TELL THE TRUTH  (1 Timothy 1: 12-20) 
The mention of that false teaching then moves Paul to reflect on his 
own journey to faith in Christ, and how he moved from an incomplete 
understanding (based on obedience to the Law) to an eye-opening and 
life-changing experience of the Grace of God in Christ. 
 
It was the Grace of God (not Law) that turned a persecutor into a 
preacher, a murderer into a missionary, a Pharisee into one who could 
see-far-ahead!  And so, Paul uses his conversion as an example of how 
rich God’s grace is, and how effective it can be in the life of any person.  
He is contending that if he, “...a blasphemer...a persecutor...a violent 
man (v13)...the worst of sinners (v16)...” could be shown mercy, then 
no-one, no matter how wicked, stands outside the forgiveness of God. 
 
 This leads on to the statement of TRUTH (v15), which stands in stark 
contrast to the LIES which so many had thus far believed;  “This is a 
trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”  Jesus put the same 
thing another way: “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 
the sick.” (Matthew 9:12) 
 
Those who were depending upon themselves and the Law were living a 
lie; the ladder of good works is always one rung short of 
Heaven!  It is only when one honestly recognises one’s own depravity 
and need of a Saviour that the Good News dawns. 
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Let me illustrate this in a way that, I hope, is helpful for all of us.  Here 
are the keys of my car.  If I threw them down among you and asked that 
someone go and move it, from the spot it is presently sitting in, into my 
garage, I would expect to get a number of volunteers who are capable of 
doing the job well, and without damaging the bodywork.  However, if 
these were the keys of my Jumbo Jet, you may feel differently!  
 
The point, I trust, is clear.  Living a holy life, a life that honours Christ 
completely, a life of honesty and integrity, a life of service to God and 
others, is much more like attempting to fly a Jumbo Jet than it is being 
able to drive a Ford Fiesta.  The Church of Jesus Christ (and individual 
lives within it) is built upon the GRACE and GREATNESS of GOD, not 
the EFFORTS and EFFICACY of EVERYMAN!! 
 
Paul and Timothy knew the truth and benefit of that Gospel of Grace, 
while Hymenaeus and Alexander believed the lie, did not listen to their 
conscience, and made a ruin of their faith (v19-20).   
 
I hope and pray that, in our individual lives and corporate activity as 
God’s people, we will DECRY THE LIE of Hymenaeus and Alexander, 
and TELL THE TRUTH of Paul and Timothy! 
 

 
PRAYER 

Father God, in our present world, it is sometimes difficult  
for people to discern the difference between truth and falsehood, 

what is helpful and harmful, good and bad. 
 

May we, Your children, through the understanding of Your Word, 
and the power of Your Holy Spirit, 

declare what is true in our speech and actions, 
and so call back to Your ways a society which has gone astray. 

 
Also, may we, who have known mercy, show mercy. 

May we who have known forgiveness, show forgiveness. 
May we, who have received the Good News, be bearers of glad tidings. 

 
And, may we realise that  

we can achieve none of these things in our own strength,  
but only through the presence and power of Christ, AMEN 
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Dalziel St. Andrew‟s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 8th August 2010  1st Timothy 2 

 
“Men are from Mars: Women are from Venus!”  I think that’s 
the title of a best-selling book, and it certainly introduces the theme for 
today’s study.  It kind of implies that men and women are different.  
Now, maybe that’s a self-evident comment.  But, while (on the basis of 1 
Timothy 2) I want to talk about the differences (and perhaps not the 
ones you are thinking about!), I also wish to say that the roles 
discussed and taught here are not mutually exclusive.  
Although the chapter appears to be divided into two sections, which 
deal separately with the two genders, I believe it’s simpler than that.   
 
1. (wo)MEN : Prayerfulness 
 
a) PRIORITY  “I urge, then, first of all...” (v1a) 
 
It may be that Paul’s letter has come in response to some problems and 
disputes the Christians under Timothy’s pastorate were struggling with 
in terms of their worship.  What’s new?  Old versus new songs?  The 
righteousness of the Law or the Gospel of grace?  Baptism for infants or 
believing adults?  Views on Heaven and Hell?  The apostle cuts right 
through all of that and goes to the heart of the matter....a Church 
should be a place of PRAYER....this ought to have PRIORITY!  
Doesn’t that echo the words of Christ at the overturning of the money 
changers tables in the Temple courts?  It’s good to have a multifaceted 
approach to Church life where lots of activities are available, but 
PRIMARILY we must be a PRAYERFUL PEOPLE!! 
 
b) VARIETY  
“...requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving...” (v1b) 
 
In other words, there is so much to pray for and about that we should 
never be stuck for something to say to God concerning our lives.  ALL 
of life, the good and bad, happy and sad are encompassed within the 
life of prayer.  Paul was re-calling these believers to what is truly 
important.  Perhaps also he realised that to go from ARGUMENT to 
AGREEMENT in the church of Jesus Christ the route always 
wound its way through HUMILITY and PRAYER.   
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To genuinely pray with and for someone is to develop a fellow feeling 
for that individual.  I believe that the more the modern Church has 
fallen away from regular worship and prayer TOGETHER (on a 
Sunday, and at other times), the more disjointed and disunited we have 
become, leading to weakness and division.  One of the great successes 
of the Spanish team at the football World Cup this year was that they 
are an identifiable unit (playing FOR one another), unlike that national 
team from south of the border!  The common agenda of PRAYING 
FOR OTHERS is the thing which will return us to the spirit of the 
early Church, and foster that sense of genuine TEAMWORK!! 
 
c) INTENSITY   
“I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, 
without anger or disputing.” (v8) 
 
Some fifteen years ago, standing at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, I 
had one of the most exhilarating spiritual experiences of my life.  I 
watched as Jewish men of all shapes, sizes, and ages, spread out their 
hands and rocked back and forwards as they prayed.  The intensity of 
devotion was incredible!  The sad thing was that they were still praying 
and watching for the coming of the Messiah, when He has already 
come....in the form of Jesus Christ.  If they could be so intense and 
devout in their prayers while looking for the Lord, why can we not be 
more so, knowing that He has come and saved us? 
 
It is clear that such intensity of prayer also has a particular focus; to 
win others to Christ!  “This is good and pleases God our 
Saviour, Who wants all men to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth.” (v3-4) 
 
So, whether we be from Mars or Venus (men or women), let’s search 
our hearts and respond in giving PRIORITY, VARIETY and 
INTENSITY to our PRAYERFULNESS. 
 
Now, as we turn our attention to the second part of this chapter in 1st 
Timothy, it somehow seems inconsistent with the theme we’ve studied 
up until this point; it seems, largely, to focus on externals.   
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And, this is where it would be easy to divide this teaching into a section 
for men and a section for women, OR a passage regarding spiritual 
things and a passage relating to secular things.  However, I believe that 
there is no distinction between the teaching in these two parts, either 
on grounds of gender, or parts of the Christian life.  The passage is to be 
taken as a whole and, if you’ll excuse the pun, (ad)dresses all of us! 
 
2.  WO(men) : Practical Holiness 
 
a) MODESTY “I also want women to dress modestly...” (v9) 
 
There must have been many temptations in ancient Ephesus for 
Christians to enter into a competition where “keeping up with the 
Joneses” was the watchword!  This was a wealthy city, where clothes 
and jewellery made a statement about your status in society.  And, 
believers would be no different from those around them in that they 
would wish to be surrounded with nice things.   
 
However, Paul is NOT saying these are forbidden, he is 
reminding them they are not all-important, and that these are 
certainly not that which grants status!  To be a child of God is to already 
know that you are valued and precious!  
 
EXCESS in EXTERNALS is what Paul is warning against here.  And, 
furthermore, he is more interested that they (women and men) major 
on what is ETERNAL. 
 
b) CHARITY  “....but with good deeds...” (v10) 
 
Someone has said: “The most beautiful garment ever spun is that of a 
truly loving and unselfish life.” 
 
Think about Christ.  Although He is usually depicted as wearing a 
dazzling white robe, nobody really knows who His tailor was!  In fact, 
the only concession He had to designer labels was that He had the mark 
of God upon His life (THE original Designer!).  How do we know that?  
By what He wore?  No, through His kind words and loving actions!   
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It is a very shallow person indeed who chooses a partner or a friend 
solely on the basis of their outward appearance and the clothes they 
wear!  Far more attractive, is that intangible and yet precious quality of 
a shining spirit, which causes that person to treat everyone with love, 
respect and dignity.  You know the type of person I mean – they are 
good just to be around.  You feel better, more encouraged and built-up 
in your life and faith, for spending time with them. 
 
c) HUMILITY  
“A woman should learn in quietness and full 
submission...she must be silent.” (v11-12) 
 
SILENT is an unfortunate and unhelpful translation.  The sense is 
much more akin to “peaceable, tranquil, and humble!”  After all, 
wasn’t Timothy taught very well, and grounded in spiritual things by 
his mother and grandmother? (2nd Timothy 1:5)  What Paul was 
actually railing against here, was an abuse, by some women, of the new 
freedom they had found in Christianity.  Prior to Christ, women were 
treated very much as second-class citizens, especially in religious 
affairs.  But, Jesus (and many of those who followed His teaching) 
afforded a new voice and place to women.  Their value to God and 
ability to serve Him was actually recognised for the first time.  But, now 
the pendulum had swung too far and some women appeared to become 
domineering in the church.  This was less than attractive, and certainly 
not a good witness to others.  That is the background to these 
instructions on conduct (which equally apply to MEN!) 
 
Remember, that we began this series by saying that 1st Timothy would 
give us some guidance towards becoming a Church (in our generation) 
which better serves the purposes of God.  This morning we have seen 
that, as women and men together, we are compelled to press on in 
a PRAYERFUL and PRACTICAL way of serving Christ day to day:   
 

GOOD WORKS follow GOD‟S WORK!!   
 
This is a basis for a Church where credit will not be taken by 
individuals, but the glory will go to GOD, Who is WORTHY OF 
WORSHIP and Who is SEEKING SERVICE from Christian 
MEN and WOMEN alike! 
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Dalziel St. Andrew‟s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 15th August 2010  1st Timothy 3 

It’s only a few months since the last General Election. Fresh in the 
mind, therefore, are all of those set-up photo-opportunities.  You 
know the kind I mean – kissing babies, and cuddling old ladies in 
nursing homes!  I often wonder what might happen if the TV and 
newspapers rolled out some real-life footage.  For example, what 
if a camera gave fly-on-the-wall pictures and sound of our 
national politicians having breakfast with their wife and children?  
Or, what if we got to see how he or she reacted in a traffic-jam?  
How would it be if interviews with neighbours replaced 
broadcasts full of the party faithful?  What might we think if, 
instead of statistics on how much their party pledged to spend on 
various elements of our country’s budget, we were given access to 
how much they had personally donated to good causes?  Would it 
make a difference to how you vote?  It should!  And, for that 
matter, these things are not just important in the political arena, 
but in every aspect of life – business and commerce, education 
and industry, not to mention, most importantly, the life of the 
church and the people within it!   
 
This is precisely the point being made by Paul to Timothy through 
chapter 3 of his first letter.  He is saying that our inner spirit, our 
values and standards are unmasked by the way we live.  The 
decisions we take - where and how we spend our money, the 
people we associate with, how we invest our time, the way we 
treat folk and how we speak - all of these are a direct result of 
what we believe – not what we say we believe, but what we 
actually believe!  This is why Paul argued that good and sound 
personal character is the major qualification for leadership in 
Christ’s church.  It is a matter of personal integrity.  Jesus said 
something similar in speaking to the Pharisees – “You clean the 
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and 
self-indulgence...First, clean the inside...and then the outside 
also will be clean.” (Matthew 23: 25-26)   
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Our inner life determines our outward behaviour. 
Moreover, Christ didn’t just teach this, He exemplified it.  He 
indicated that faithfulness in little things is a big thing.  And, to 
prove it, He washed the feet of His disciples; He welcomed 
children gladly; He made breakfast for His friends; He helped 
lepers, whom no-one else even wanted to be near!  These things 
showed the truly divine character He possessed, just as much, if 
not more than His remarkable teaching and preaching.  
Therefore, concerned for good leadership and correct conduct in 
the church, Paul picks up the same theme in 1st Timothy 3. 
 

The key section of this passage and in the whole letter is found at 
verses 14-15: “Although I hope to come to you soon, I am 
writing you these instructions so that, if I am delayed, 
you will know how people ought to conduct themselves 
in God's household, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.”  So, whilst it 
is clear that the passage is mainly aimed at those in leadership 
roles in the church – elders and deacons – in a wider sense, it 
addresses all of us who say we follow Jesus Christ. 

In amongst the specific standards are universal and lasting 
principles.  Paul is arguing that church leaders in particular and 
church people in general, should be marked out as “...above 
reproach...temperate...respectable...hospitable...sober.
..faithful...self-controlled...gentle...peaceable...sincere 
...content...mature...orderly...honest...” 
 
What a tall order, you might say, he expects us to be perfect!  No, 
not true, no-one but Christ humanly speaking has been or 
ever will be perfect.  But God does expect us to allow 
ourselves to be PERFECTED, as God works in us.  I’ve heard 
people express it this way; “I‟m a practising Christian,” (with the 
emphasis on „practising!‟)  Now, that does not give us an excuse 
to compromise our behaviour, but rather ought to act as a spur in 
submitting to God’s work in us!   
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You see, Paul wasn’t perfect, Peter was far from the finished 
article, James and John fought over who would sit at the right 
and left of Christ!  Yet, each one of these frail human beings, 
directed by God, led the early church to achieve great things for 
the glory of Christ.  Why?  Because they were willing to learn, and 
change, and become more like Him through the work of the Holy 
Spirit in their lives! 
 
There perhaps has never been a more crucial and pressing time 
for Christians to demonstrate the qualities outlined here in this 
chapter.  Integrity, faithfulness, honesty, sincerity, 
maturity, faith, respect, dignity, self-control – the sad 
thing is that these characteristics are not always welcome in the 
modern world.  In the world of politics, sport, news media, 
education, business, and medicine, the watchwords are 
more often competition, corruption, productivity, 
success, targets, self-promotion, and assertiveness.  The 
whole thing is becoming rotten, and if we want to stop the rot 
then we have to live out the Christian message where we are!! 
 
But, notice this, if you will, Paul begins in the HOME, moves on 
to the CHURCH and then the wider COMMUNITY.  It is clear 
that God is looking for consistent Christians; a faith which affects 
how we do our work as much as it guides our worship! 
 
Let me ask you - what attracted folk to Jesus Christ?  His 
compassion?  Yes!  But also His ability to consistently follow what 
was right “without fear or favour!”  He treated high and low, rich 
and poor, women and men, children and elderly people with the 
same dignity and respect, and challenged all of them alike to 
follow in the way that was right; GOD‟S WAY!  The very 
consistency of His attitude and actions could not be questioned by 
even His vilest enemy.  The centurion, who crucified Him, 
confessed with His own lips there was something different about 
Jesus; “He really was the Son of God!” (Matthew 27:54) 
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So, you see, the testimony of a godly individual can have a 
tremendous influence for good, stopping the rot as surely as salt 
sprinkled on a piece of meat!  Interestingly, this contrasts starkly 
with the way some in the church would advise that we act.  I was 
very angry, while on holiday, when I read the daily newspaper – 
and not just because of the £2 they charged for it!  The article I 
am referring to was written about an Anglican vicar, who argued 
that Christians need to find more effective ways of relating to the 
wider world.  While I agree with his reasoning, I disavow his 
suggestion that better communication would result if we simply 
resorted to swearing!  Apparently, he even used the “F-word” in 
his Sunday sermon.  Now, that seems about as far away from the 
teaching of 1st Timothy as you can get! 
 
To conclude, let me return to my opening illustration, the one 
about the public versus private life of canvassing politicians.  How 
would you and I feel if a video of our private moments were 
played in public for all to see?   
 
The vaudeville comedian, Will Rogers, once said, “A Christian 
should be unafraid to sell the family parrot to the town gossip!”  
I wonder how confident we would be in such a transaction. 
 
God is calling us be, in the words of Christ, “...in the world, but 
not of the world.”  We are to be different, even as Jesus was 
different.  And, not in a judgemental way, but setting an example. 
 

PRAYER 
God, our Father, we confess that none of us is just as we should be. 

In our personal lives, every i is not dotted, every t is not crossed. 
We fall very far short of Your perfect standards. 

Yet, we pray that You will Help us, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, 
to be better witnesses and servants of Jesus Christ. 

Make us people whose lives are marked  
with sincerity and integrity, faithfulness and goodness, 
reflecting Your own character, displaying Your glory, 

and drawing people into Your kingdom, AMEN. 
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Dalziel St. Andrew‟s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 22nd August 2010  1st Timothy 4 

 
If you were to write a job description for me, what would it be?   

“The perfect minister is paid about fifty pounds per week and gives 
two thousand pounds a year to the poor and the congregation, is 

around 28 to 30 years old and has 25 to 30 years parish experience, 
has a burning desire to work with teenagers and spends all available 

time with senior citizens, makes daily calls on the shut-ins and those in 
Hospital, but is always out and about evangelising the unchurched.  
Hours are spent in the study preparing the lively worship and latest 

scintillating sermon in a series, but the telephone answering machine 
is never switched on, for every call is given personal attention.  Kirk 

Session, Congregational Board and Presbytery meetings are handled 
efficiently and the church is represented by this spiritual giant on 

every single committee in the wider community.  Baptisms, marriages 
and funerals are performed with consummate ease and sensitivity, 

and without treading on anyone‟s toes.  The perfect minister is, of 
course, a MAN, fills the church every Sunday, and does this all without 

changing a single thing!” 
 
Okay, so that’s a bit of a caricature of what most folk associate with 
ministry.  But, nevertheless, it is a valid question, and one which relates 
to the passage before us.  We’ve seen in our study of 1st Timothy many 
of the elements which form the hallmark of a Christian Church: 
Chapter 1 encourages us to TELL the TRUTH: Chapter 2 is a drive 
towards a STRIDENT SPIRITUALITY: Chapter 3 (just last week) 
exhorted us to PRACTICE those PRINCIPLES in everyday life.   
 
Now, Chapter 4 encapsulates ALL of the previous points and 
particularly applies them to LEADERSHIP in the CHURCH; it 
provides clear guidance on what a minister should DO and BE!   
 
You may be tempted, therefore, to think that this message should be 
entitled “Preacher save thyself” and that it would be addressed only to 
those in full-time ordained service.  Certainly, that is its first target 
audience, but, when you think further, it also gives a helpful checklist to 
the people of God to hold their minister accountable.   

So, what are the points Paul addresses to young Timothy? 
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1.  A godly person : PREACHES the TRUTH 
We know only too well, from the number of reports about the existence 
and activity of cults these days, that there are those who would teach 
falsehoods and lead others astray in matters spiritual.  Let me say at the 
start that a main aspect of modern cults is that their leaders almost 
always draw attention to themselves, rather than to God. 
 
This was identified as a problem by Paul as early as the first century.  
People in the church at Ephesus were bringing all sorts of weird 
teaching to the people of God.  This is especially true of attitudes to 
marriage and food, subjects to which we shall return.  First, let’s try to 
identify what a true minister of the Gospel looks like.  Well, it’s a man 
or woman who does two main things in their preaching.   
 
Let me explain by referring to signs on the road when you’re driving.  
Essentially, there are two kinds of road sign - one tells you about 
DIRECTION, the other warns of DANGER!!  Whilst the first might 
simply read “Motherwell,” the second may say “Road works ahead.”  
Both have a function, to get us safely to our destination! 
 
It’s exactly the same with preaching and teaching in Christ’s Church!  
Some of what is declared is positive DOCTRINE which keeps us on 
the right road, while the other strand is DENIAL of what is false, to 
ensure that we do not go off on the wrong track. 
 
The DESTINATION, or OBJECT, of this travel plan is to arrive at 
MATURITY of FAITH IN CHRIST.  This is precisely what the 
apostle Paul is desperate to see that we are not DIVERTED from. 
 
Paul gives more than one example of this; about marriage and food!   
 
Let’s first of all consider “marriage.”  Alarm bells should start to ring 
when a group, purporting to be Christian, begin to teach anything 
outside of the traditional view of one man and one woman in a 
relationship.  Christianity teaches monogamy and faithfulness within 
marriage, celibacy outside of it, and anything which deviates from this 
is just that, DEVIANT!  Yet, then, and now, there were those who 
encouraged compromise – polygamy and other perversions of the good 
and holy estate God has established for the benefit of mankind.   
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The same is true when it comes to what we eat.  Apparently, at that 
time, some taught that it was evil to eat meat.  And, there is a link 
between the attitude to marriage (sex, in particular) and food.  A group, 
called the Gnostics, claimed that anything of a physical nature was bad.  
Yet, this goes directly against what God said at the outset of Creation, 
when He declared all that He had made, GOOD! 
 
2.  A godly person : PRACTICES the TRUTH 
As we heard last week, it is not enough to merely preach the truth from 
a life which is lived incongruently with that teaching. 
 
Paul uses the image of an athlete training for the Olympic Games, and 
compares this to the way in which we should attend to our spirituality.  
We consider it a good thing to look after our bodies, ensuring that they 
are healthy.  Why should we not do the same for our spirit, 
endeavouring to avoid false ways which lead us to a flabby faith?  He 
writes; “....set an EXAMPLE for the believers in speech, in life, 
in love, in faith and in purity....” (4:12) 
 
Now, please do not misunderstand what Paul is teaching here.  He is 
not saying, as did those he was opposing, that we will be saved through 
self-discipline, refraining from sex or certain foods.  This is not about 
paying attention to our physical appetites, which is a useful thing in 
itself, but about developing ourselves spiritually. 
 
On my recent holiday, I did a silly thing; I only packed three books for a 
fortnight...now, normally, I read three books a week, so I was short!  
Seeing as English language books were retailing at around 13 or 14 
Euros in Italy, I wasn’t too keen to purchase them there.  I filled the gap 
by listening to music and (wait for it) perusing some of my wife’s 
magazines.  I know...sorry guys!  Just about every magazine contained 
what is usually called “The bikini diet!”  Don’t know if it also works for 
Speedos, but I can tell you that not a single one takes into account the 
ready availability of Italian ice cream!   However, what each one had 
in common was one word – discipline; there is the need to establish a 
regime of healthy eating and exercise. 
 
The interesting thing is that – having eschewed the Gnostic teaching on 
food and celibacy – Paul affirms discipline in a spiritual sense. 
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3.  A godly person : PROGRESSES in the TRUTH 
Here is an interesting closing point made by Paul; “Be diligent in 
these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that 
everyone may see your progress.  Watch your life and 
doctrine closely.  Persevere (literally, KEEP ON GOING) in them, 
because if you do, you will save both yourself and your 
hearers.”   (4: 15-16) 
 
There is the sense here of constant review of how we are living our lives 
and how that matches up with what we say we believe.  And, this 
should be equally true for pastor and people alike.  But, let me return to 
my earlier illustration.  If you saw a road sign which read “ROAD 
CLOSED,” understood, but did not obey it, then you would clearly be 
in danger of heading for a crash.  The same is true in life; a minister (or 
other Christian person, for that matter) who knows but chooses to 
ignore God’s truth is in grave danger of a sticky end! 
  

1. It is the task of the preacher to draw attention to the Saviour 
and NOT to self.   

 
2. It is against Christ we measure ourselves and are found wanting 

in thought, speech and action.   
 

3. It is by the Holy Spirit’s power alone that we can make progress 
towards the goal of mature and godly lives. 

 
May God give us the grace to PRACTICE what we PREACH, and to 
make regular and good PROGRESS in faith and life for His glory! 
 

PRAYER 
Father, thank You for the clear message to our hearts today. 

We pray for those who are called to positions of leadership in the church. 
Help them to hold firmly to the truth in faith and life, setting an example to ALL of us, 

calling us back to ways that are right. 
With so much falsehood surrounding us in the modern world, 
so many temptations, so much that is attractive and yet wrong, 

may we come to drink deep at the well of truth that is Your Word, 
and so serve You by living according to that truth. 

We praise You for Jesus, Whose commitment to truth was absolute. 
May His Holy Spirit, gracious and gentle, yet strong and righteous, 

live on in us, that people may return to You and Your ways, 
rejecting the empty philosophies of this world and of selfish men. 

We pray this in Christ’s name, AMEN. 
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Dalziel St. Andrew‟s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 29th August 2010  1st Timothy 5 

 
First century Christians are often painted almost as „plaster 
saints‟ who had NO faults, NO doubts, NO arguments or disputes.  
The cry goes up, “let‟s return to that early church mentality!” as 
if all was ideal, a model of perfect proclamation and practice.  
Those who would take such a stance have clearly NOT read the 
New Testament, for the real situation on the ground was often far 
from amicable and pleasing to God. 
 
The first problem the early church faced was when a group of 
members (some of the widows) was being neglected by the 
ministry staff (Acts 6).  The situation was brought to the attention 
of the Apostles, recognised and remedied by the appointment of 
deacons, and the result sets the background to what we are 
reading today in 1st Timothy chapter 5.  In fact, it’s passages like 
this, which cause people to use the title “Pastoral Epistles” of 
these latter letters written by Paul to the church.  
 
Furthermore, this kind of thing is not just an ancient problem, 
but a modern one.  I once heard a certain minister described as “a 
man who is invisible during the week and incomprehensible on a 
Sunday!”  Now, whoever said that of him was probably a member 
of his congregation who was feeling neglected and wanted to get 
their own back in some way?   
 
Whatever; in this chapter, Paul is teaching on how we should 
treat one another in the church, and particularly how we should 
look after and relate to certain groups within our fellowship.  
About a dozen different categories of people are mentioned; older 
men, younger men, older women, younger women, widows, 
children, grandchildren, parents, grandparents, elders, preachers 
and teachers.  Together, these make up every church family, 
including that of which we are a part today! 
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The key word, which undergirds and relates to ALL interactions 
between these groups, is not directly mentioned in the passage, 
but it is writ large across every verse, and in a wider sense 
throughout Scripture. That word is - RESPONSIBILITY! 
 
Paul, the experienced Apostle and minister of Christ Jesus, is 
reminding and teaching the younger man, Timothy, two main 
things about this subject for the good of the whole church;  

 
1.  WHO and WHAT he is RESPONSIBLE FOR, and  

 
2.  WHO and WHAT he is RESPONSIBLE TO. 

 
Let’s consider together this teaching, and hear God calling US 
to a life of RESPONSIBILITY in our RELATIONSHIPS!! 
 
1.  Responsible FOR one another 
Paul admonished Timothy to minister to the various kinds of 
people in the Church, and not to show favouritism; 
 
“I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and 
the elect angels, to keep these instructions without 
partiality, and to do nothing out of favouritism.” (5:21) 
 
Since Timothy was a younger man, he might be tempted to ignore 
the older members; so Paul urged and encouraged him to serve 
ALL the people without regard to their age (or social status for 
that matter!).  Some of you here, I know, have experienced this 
type of ageism first-hand.  You are admitted to Hospital and, once 
they check your date of birth, you feel that you’re treated 
differently.  In modern society, we are discovering that age is only 
a number and most of us will be expected to work a lot longer 
before retirement than we imagined we might.  My maternal 
grandfather worked as a master butcher until he was 75 – then 
lived until he was 96 years old – didn’t do him any harm.  And, we 
have to catch something of that attitude in the church! 
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The church is a family, Paul contends in the imagery he employs.  
This means that we ought to treat the older members like parents, 
and the younger members like brothers and sisters.  It also means 
that we should pay special attention to the most vulnerable in our 
midst; the widows, especially those who have no family of their 
own, no means of supporting themselves, and are true believers!  
Clearly, it is about concentrating the resources at our disposal on 
helping those who have the greatest needs.  That’s why; 
incidentally, a distinction is made between younger and older 
widows, those who have children and those who don’t, those in 
and out of the Church! 
 
The particular example of widows apart, the underlying assertion 
here is towards RESPONSIBILITY FOR one another in the 
household of faith.  And, this is borne out also in the second 
section of the chapter, which deals with the relationship between 
pastor and people.  Those set apart to be teaching elders should 
NOT ONLY be supportive OF those under their pastoral 
supervision, BUT they should also be supported BY the believers, 
both practically and prayerfully (verse 17-19)! 
 
We sometimes sing the modern praise song, “Bind us together.”  
The question raised is, “What are we doing to make it happen?” 
 
2.  Responsible TO one another (and to the Lord) 
In addition to what has already been said, Paul is also teaching 
that accountability ought to exist within the fellowship. 
 
Witness the following very strong words;  “....if anyone does 
not provide for his relatives, and especially for his 
immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse 
than an unbeliever.” (1st Timothy 5:8) 
 
Put another way - those who have more are found wanting in 
their faith when they do not freely give to those who have little.   
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However, it should also be said that, on balance, there should be 
NO “spongers,” NO “freeloaders,” in the family of God who take 
advantage of others through laziness; “...the widow (or any 
person for that matter) who lives for pleasure is dead even while 
she lives.” (v6)  The old adage got it right when declaring - “the 
devil makes work for idle hands!”  This principle is 
established not only in the world of work and service, but also of 
sin and disobedience; “Those who sin are to be rebuked, so 
that the others may take warning” (v20)  
 
So, we are responsible both FOR and TO one another!  
BUT, ultimately, we are RESPONSIBLE TO God Himself.  There 
may be NO CONDEMNATION for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, BUT there will be NO COMMENDATION either for 
those who do not actively care for those around them who are in 
need.  This issue is like a golden thread running right through this 
brief but important letter to Timothy - CONSISTENCY between 
SAYING and DOING, PROCLAMATION and PRACTICE, 
WHAT we BELIEVE and HOW we BEHAVE! 
 
May God give us the will and the courage to follow the teaching of 
Holy Scripture.  As He leads us in life and empowers us through 
His Holy Spirit, let us demonstrate RESPONSIBILITY in our 
RELATIONSHIPS with one another. 
 

“If a rich person sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against his 
brother, how can he claim that he loves God?  My children, our love should 

not just be words and talk; it must be true love, which shows itself in action.”   
(1st John 3: 17-18) 

 
PRAYER:  Lord God Almighty, we bow before You as Your well-loved 
children, brothers and sisters in the one family.  Individually we have different 
needs to be met as well as a variety of talents to offer.  Help us in our quest to 
become more than just the family of man.  By Your grace at work in our lives, 
may we become the family of God, in word and in action as well as in thought, 
intention, and name.  Teach us respect for our elders, kindness towards those 
in great need, and show us how we can love ALL around us with the 
compassion and sincerity of Christ, in Whose Name we pray, AMEN. 
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Dalziel St. Andrew‟s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 12th September 2010  1st Timothy 6 

The story is told of a rich industrialist who was disturbed to find a 
fisherman lying back lazily and enjoying the sunshine from the 
deck of his boat. "Why aren't you out there fishing?" the wealthy 
chap asked.  "Because I've caught enough for today," came the 
answer.  "Why don't you catch more fish than you need?” asked 
the rich fellow.  "What would I do with them?"  "You could earn 
more money," was the impatient reply, "and buy a better boat so 
you could go deeper and catch more fish. You could purchase 
nylon nets, catch even more fish, and make more money. Soon 
you'd have a fleet of boats and be rich like me."  The fisherman 
asked, "Then what would I do?" "Well, you could sit back and 
enjoy your life, not having to worry about anything," said the 
industrialist. "And, what do you think I'm doing now?" replied 
the fisherman as he dropped off to sleep again in the sun!  

Chapter 6 of 1st Timothy contains many famous phrases, which 
have filtered down into everyday church parlance – “We brought 
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.” (v6)  
“The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” (v10)  
“God...Who alone is immortal and Who lives in unapproachable 
light...” (v16), translates to the hymn: “Immortal, invisible, God 
only wise, in light inaccessible, hid from our eyes...”  However, 
the central phrase, on which we must concentrate if we are to 
grasp the core of what Paul is teaching in this passage, is found at 
verse 6: “...godliness with contentment is great gain.” 

That is the secret discovered by the fisherman in my opening 
story, but as yet not understood by the industrialist.  Someone 
has rightly said that, “Contentment makes poor men rich.  
Discontentment makes rich men poor!” 

In this final chapter of his first letter to Timothy, Paul teaches 
how this works out in the realms of employment, faith 
and possessions.  Let’s listen to what he has to say. 
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1. CONTENTMENT in your FIELD OF WORK 

You've probably seen the sticker, which sometimes appears on the 
back of a car: "I owe, I owe, so off to work I go."  For a large 
proportion of today’s workforce, that's the best reason they can 
muster for continuing in their job each day. In fact, a survey of 
1,000 people in Scotland recently showed that 64% were 
dissatisfied with their work-life balance.  In Japan, the figure dips 
to 17 percent.  But, in the first century, Christian slaves had even 
less reason to be enthusiastic about their work. Yet, Paul gives 
them every encouragement to grasp a glimpse of glory amidst the 
grind. He wanted them to “respect their masters, so that God‟s 
name may not be slandered.” (v1)  Now, we could argue about 
whether this passage condones or condemns slavery, but that 
would be to miss the point for our generation.  The underlying 
assumption is that, for a believer, work ought to be about more 
than just wages.  Instead, it is about serving God in our everyday 
tasks. The great Reformer, Martin Luther, understood this when 
he wrote, "The maid who sweeps her kitchen is doing the will of 
God just as much as the monk who prays -- not because she may 
sing a Christian hymn as she sweeps but because God loves clean 
floors. The Christian shoemaker does his Christian duty not by 
putting little crosses on the shoes, but by making good shoes, 
because God is interested in good craftsmanship." 

So, how do you see your job?  And, even if you’re retired, how do 
you use your time to the fullest, and to benefit others?  Sadly, 
every Monday, millions Christians go to work without considering 
what God thinks about their work.  Yet, most of us spend more 
time working than doing anything else. Don’t you think God is 
concerned about what we do with all that time and energy?  Of 
course He is!  Part of our service of God is our job; whether that is 
digging ditches, being a factory foreman, selling clothes, teaching 
a class or typing.  We serve God in our jobs when we 
communicate God’s character through the quality of our work 
and relationships.  Puts a different spin on it, eh? 
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2. CONTENTMENT in your FAITH 

The apostle then turns his attention to those who are dissatisfied 
in their faith (READ verses 3-5). 
 
The old saying asserts that “familiarity breeds contempt,” and it 
is as true in the church as it is in the wider world.  Some, even in 
this congregation, become complacent in spiritual things, 
thinking, that because they have heard the Bible stories through 
Sunday school and innumerable sermons over the years, they 
know it all – there is no freshness, no vitality, no enthusiasm, no 
fire left in their belly for the things of God.  There is a wide chasm 
of difference between the contentment expressed by the 
fisherman in my opening illustration and a complacency that 
infects and holds back the work of the church and the Gospel. 
 
To be content in one’s faith and to trust God’s will and ways 
implicitly is a wonderful thing.  But, to become complacent – 
flabby in the faith – places one in danger of slipping away from 
that closeness to Christ which brings contentment in the first 
place.  Complacency also opens us up to accept what is really false 
and unhelpful teaching and practices.  I hear, for example, of 
people in our own community of faith who seek the advice of 
spiritualist mediums and clairvoyants – these things are warned 
against in scripture!  There are those also who are lured by New 
Age teaching on so-called meditation, or who spend more time at 
the shops on a Sunday morning than they do in the sanctuary! 
 
True faith honours God, as He has revealed Himself in the life 
and ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  And, just as 
faith honours God, God honours faith.  Let’s be content with the 
light we have been given, rather than chasing after the shadows.  
Your faith in Christ is like a delicate flower; unless you give it care 
and attention, it will dry up, wither and die.  However, if work 
and faith are important, Paul’s next point is where the rubber 
really hits the road! 
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3. CONTENTMENT in your FINANCES (vs7-10 & 17-19) 

I heard about a rich man who was determined to take his wealth 
with him when he died. So, he told his wife to get all his money 
together, put it in a sack, and then hang it from the rafters of the 
house. He said, "When my spirit is caught up to heaven, I‟ll grab 
the sack on my way." Well, he eventually died, and the woman 
raced to the attic, only to find the money still hanging there.  She 
shrieked, "I knew I should‟ve put that sack in the basement."  

Someone has written: “Money will buy a bed but not sleep; books 
but not brains; food but not appetite; finery but not beauty; a 
house but not a home; medicine but not health; luxuries but not 
culture; amusements but not happiness; religion but not 
salvation; a passport to everywhere but heaven.”  

Notice that the Bible does not warn against money per se, but “the 
love of money.”  There is no error in earning, just a genuine 
concern for how we employ what we earn!   

Contentment is not obsessing about having more, but being 
secure in what you have today, even if it’s not everything you 
want. Contentment is being able to distinguish between what we 
really need – things like food, clothes, shelter and friends - and 
what we want – jewellery, cars, houses and other things we can 
never take with us when we die!  The right attitude is summed up 
in that verse (6) I drew attention to earlier: “Godliness with 
contentment is great gain.”  The implication is that a God-
centred life brings true contentment. A God centred life fills that 
empty place in our souls that advertisers often otherwise exploit! 

He that is down needs fear no fall; he that is low, no pride;  
He that is humble, ever shall have God to be his guide.  

I am content with what I have, little be it, or much;  
And, Lord, contentment still I crave, because Thou savest such. 

Poem by John Bunyan, quoted in Anthology of Jesus. 
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Dalziel St. Andrew‟s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 26th September 2010  2nd Timothy 1 

You are probably fed up hearing me speak about my maternal 
Grandmother.  She was an important influence in my early life 
and I still recall vividly some of the advice she gave me.  
Comments like, “More hurry, less speed!” and “Haste makes 
waste!” ring in my mind and cause me to smile when I hear them.  
More important even than those words, I remember how she 
treated me; her unconditional love and acceptance; her kind and 
generous spirit; her encouragement in everything I tried, even 
when she knew I might be overstretching myself and my abilities!  
I’ll be completely honest with you, I miss her.  Yet, I am blessed – 
since my Gran died, others have filled that role; not least my wife, 
who is a constant support, especially in my ministry. 

We all need somebody to stand alongside us and shout 
encouragement as we run the race of life; someone to sit in our 
corner as we fight the good fight of faith.  Sad and incomplete is 
the woman or man who doesn’t have such a person to mentor or 
partner them – a friend, a colleague, a Christian brother or sister.  
And, therein lies the key to understanding Paul’s second letter to 
Timothy.  It was written some five or six years after the first 
epistle.  The situations for both Paul and Timothy have changed 
dramatically.  In terms of disputes and divisions, things have 
gone from bad to worse for the young church at Ephesus and its 
inexperienced pastor.  But, the circumstances facing Paul are even 
graver still.  In prison at Rome, he awaits execution at the behest 
of the Emperor Nero.  Tradition tells us that the apostle was 
beheaded around A.D. 68, not very long after he wrote this 
personal letter of encouragement to Timothy.  This is why 2nd 
Timothy is often referred to as “The last Will and Testament of 
the Apostle Paul.”  Now, if the things my Grandmother said to me 
in the course of my childhood stick in my mind, how much more 
important are these words, uttered by a dying man?  So, we must 
ask, what is Paul saying to his successor in ministry; what 
guidance does he give to this hesitant young pastor? 
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HERITAGE from the PAST (2 Timothy 1: 1-7) > “I have been 
reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and I am 
persuaded, now lives in you also.” (verse 6) 

Acts 16:1 is Timothy’s version of the recent T.V. programme, 
“Who do you think you are?”  This single verse tells us that 
Timothy was born to a Greek (Gentile) father and a believing 
Jewish mother.  In fact, it is likely that the Christians in Lystra 
met for worship and fellowship in the home of Timothy’s family.  
So, from infancy, Timothy was familiar with the Old Testament 
scriptures and would know about the Messiah. 

There is no substitute for telling Bible stories to children, for 
praying with and for them, for sharing your own faith journey and 
the blessings of God with little ones.  Spending time with our new 
Sunday school leaders recently, I shared with them my belief that 
the work they are doing is, outside of the prayer meeting and 
Sunday worship, the most important any one of us can do – 
sharing the message with the next generation must surely rank 
high on anyone’s list of crucial tasks?  If you don’t believe me that 
it’s important to get your message across early, spend some time 
watching the commercials in-between T.V. programmes for kids – 
do you think companies are wasting their money on advertising?  
No, they’re trying to capture future customers! 

Timothy had the benefit of a good start in life spiritually.  But – 
and, it‟s an important, but – he still had to decide for himself.  
His faith was not only handed down to him from his mother and 
grandmother, it was something that became personal and 
precious to him!  Someone has said, “God has no grandchildren, 
only sons and daughters.”  That is correct; while it is crucial for 
us to pass the message on, it has still to be apprehended and lived 
out by those who receive it.  The church is always only ever one 
generation away from extinction!  That is why we need to hear 
and obey Paul’s next point to Timothy. 
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HERALD in the PRESENT (2 Timothy 1: 8-11) > “...do not be 
ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his 
prisoner.  But join me in suffering for the Gospel, by the 
power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy 
life...” (verses 8-9) 

The story is told of a servant who carried water daily to the royal 
palace.  A wooden bar rested across his shoulders and on each end 
hung a clay pot.  Unfortunately, over time, one of the pots cracked 
and leaked.  This resulted in the delivery of only one and a half 
pots full of water each day.  When the king complained about how 
inefficient this was, the servant took him along the pathway and 
showed him the beautiful flowers that grew there.  He explained 
how this would not have been possible without the cracked pot.  

Not one of us is perfect.  Each one, at some point, has bee 
tempted to shy away from declaring that we are followers of Jesus 
– including me, it may surprise you!  But, listen to the Bible and 
look at the history of the church; it is always cracked pots (not 
crackpots – there is a difference ) God uses to spread the Good 
News about Christ.  And, just as Paul, then Timothy, were chosen 
and called to be heralds of the truth, so are we.  It may not be 
necessary to get a job as the town-crier and go out into the main 
street to preach, or shout it from the rooftop of your house.  But, 
there are many chances to be faithful in testifying about our Lord 
– even if we have to suffer the consequences, the rough edge of 
the tongue from a colleague, or the carping criticism of someone 
who somehow feels it is their mission in life to slag us off!  And, 
that’s where Paul’s last point to Timothy really comes to the fore. 

HELP for the FUTURE (2 Timothy 1: 12-18) > “What you 
heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with 
faith and love in Christ Jesus.  Guard the good deposit that 
was entrusted to you – guard it with the help of the Holy 
Spirit who lives in us.” (verses 13-14) 
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If the Holy Spirit were to be taken out of the church, how long 
would it be before we noticed?  Put another way; how much of 
what we do as Christians is truly done in our own strength?   

Paul is here encouraging young Timothy to learn to lean on God’s 
Holy Spirit.  There is no doubt in my mind that the church in 
Scotland today needs a good dose of the Holy Spirit.  He is the 
wind that blows away the cobwebs, the fire that fills the heart and 
soul with passion for serving Christ, the dove that brings peace in 
the midst of tribulation, the spring of living water that cleanses us 
from all past failures and offers everyone a fresh start.   

The boldness of those early disciples was in no small measure 
down to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  How else would 
common, ill-educated fishermen be able to turn upside-down the 
religious authorities and world order of their day?  Without the 
Holy Spirit, they were as timorous as we are now, as reticent to 
speak about Christ, as shy and retiring as any guid Scots 
Presbyterian!  That is why Paul was appealing to Timothy to allow 
the Holy Spirit to change a “spirit of timidity” into “a spirit of 
power, of love and of self-discipline.” (v7). Furthermore, when 
Paul says, “guard the good deposit,” it sounds like he is asking us 
to bury our spiritual treasure in a sealed container and simply 
keep watch over it.  But, why would we need the Spirit’s help for 
that?  So, it must be to share the message that we need God’s help 
– remember, “...do not be ashamed to testify about our 
Lord...join me in suffering for the Gospel...” (v8) 

So, let’s look back in our lives with thanksgiving for those who 
told us the Christian message; let’s cast our eye around and see 
those with whom we might do likewise; let’s look ahead in faith 
and trust, believing that God is with us to equip and empower for 
the task.  Let me ask, then, what are you doing to emulate, Lois 
and Eunice and Paul, all of whom replicated their Christian faith 
in Timothy, and he in others?  The Gospel is a message which, 
when liberated and shared, can radically change people for good! 
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Dalziel St. Andrew‟s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 3rd October 2010  2nd Timothy 2 

John Calvin said that this intensely personal letter of 2nd Timothy 
was “written not merely in ink, but in Paul‟s life blood.”  The 
apostle had given everything of himself in the service of Christ, 
now he was imparting the last remnants of his strength and 
spiritual wisdom to his successor.  Paul’s aim always remained 
the same; to ensure that the message about salvation in Jesus 
Christ was preached to the nations in succeeding generations.  In 
the parlance of an athlete, he was passing the baton of faith on to 
Timothy to run the next leg of the race.  I’m sure you’ve seen 
enough relay races on T.V. to know that very often the runner is 
out on his feet as he reaches the area within which the baton must 
be passed.  Sometimes they are so tired that the stick is dropped, 
and certainly, in a spiritual sense, that threat exists here also as 
Paul tries to confer the mantle of a herald on young Timothy.  You 
see, God can do remarkable things when we are just faithful in 
passing on the torch of Christ.  An example, which transcends the 
generations, is found in the following sequence of events.  In the 
17th century, Dr. Richard Sibbes wrote a little-known booklet 
entitled, “The Bruised Reed.”  A copy fell into the hands of a boy 
named Richard Baxter, who became the greatest of Puritan 
pastors.  Baxter wrote, “A Call to the Unconverted,” which, in 
turn, was read in the early 18th century by Philip Doddridge.  In 
his time, Doddridge penned a tome called, “The Rise and 
Progress of Religion in the Soul.”  It was that very book which 
helped change the life of one William Wilberforce and led him to 
take up the fight for the abolition of slavery.  Wilberforce was a 
tiny, stunted man, but had such eloquence of expression in 
Parliament that James Boswell, the famous diarist, wrote of him, 
“The shrimp grew and grew and grew and became a whale.”  
The influence of Wilberforce on 19th century thought and culture 
was huge and led to the abolition of slavery in Britain a mere 
three days before his death!  In our day, Chuck Colson looked to 
Wilberforce as an inspiration when he began Prison Ministries! 
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The sporting theme apart (v5), the apostle Paul employs three 
other metaphors in this second chapter – one from the military 
(v3-4), a second in an agricultural setting (v6), and finally on to 
the realm of construction (v20)! 

 

MILITARY:  “Endure hardship with us like a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus.  No one serving as a soldier gets 
involved in civilian affairs – he wants to please his 
commanding officer.” (v3-4) 

The life of a person active in any branch of the services, during 
war or in peacetime, is marked by two main things – sacrifice and 
service.  A soldier cannot follow his own agenda.  He must set all 
such aside, recognising that he serves a higher purpose – defence 
of his country and the pursuit of peace, at any cost. 

The same is true of those who are soldiers of Christ.  When Jesus 
called the disciples to follow Him, He never made it any less than 
completely clear that they would meet opposition and hardship.  
Now, the elderly apostle was doing the same for this young 
pastor. Just as Paul had faced shipwreck, beatings, 
imprisonments and rumour-mongering, he warned Timothy that 
his lot in ministry would be no different.   

It is an unusual soldier who does not suffer in service of others – 
in fact, such a person could possibly only do so by being far from 
the frontline, which begs the question, are they really engaged in 
the battle at all? 

Paul is saying to Timothy, and God is saying to us; the path on 
which a Christian soldier marches goes straight through the heart 
of the battle. The way of Christ is the Via Dolorosa, the way of 
suffering and grief, the way of crucifixion and sacrifice.  If we 
follow after Him closely, it is inevitable that we walk that road! 
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AGRICULTURAL:  “The hard-working farmer should be 
the first to receive a share of the crops.” (v6) 

When we lived in the Scottish Borders, we would see farmers out 
tending their fields and/or livestock at all sorts of times during 
the day, and night.  Again, like the image of the soldier, there are 
two things which set apart the farmer – hard work, and patience. 

There is not getting away from it, whether in seed-time or 
harvest, during lambing or milking, the successful and fruitful 
farmer is the one who quite literally puts his shoulder to the 
plough.  However, once that is done, there is a need for patience. 

In using this word-picture, therefore, Paul is instructing Timothy, 
as a minister of God’s Word, not to be lazy, but diligent.  Of 
course, there are all sorts of so-called jokes about how easy and 
soft a job Christian ministry is. How lovely it would be if there 
was even a jot of truth in those remarks.  But, until we walk a mile 
in someone’s shoes, we ought not to judge, and even then, we 
might do so with fear and trembling. 

My father was a joiner to trade, and used to always pull my leg, as 
a teacher about how easy a job I had.  “How can you be tired at 
the end of a day when all you use is your brain,” he would jibe.  I 
would smile sweetly and knowingly and take it on the chin.  
However, the boot was on the other foot when, in the latter part 
of his working life, Dad was elevated to be a site agent, dealing 
with all the trades and trying to keep everyone happy, with all the 
plates spinning at once on a busy building site.  Sometimes he 
would call me and ask for advice on this calculation or that.  
When I asked how he was doing, he would reluctantly say, “I‟m 
jiggered!”  “Touché,” I would think, but stop myself saying!  

Whether in so-called full-time ministry, or in whatever way we 
serve the Lord, Paul is reminding Timothy (and us) that we are to 
give ourselves wholeheartedly to the work, patiently persevering 
until the task is finished and the glory goes to God in Christ. 
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CONSTRUCTION:  “In a large house there are articles not 
only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are 
for noble purposes and some for ignoble.” (v20) 

We know, don’t we, that the most important part of any building 
is the foundation?  If that is not right, then the builders are 
wasting their efforts in pushing on with the construction for the 
house will inevitably come to nothing and sink into the ground.  
Remember the parable Jesus told of the wise and foolish builders!  
Everything we do, therefore, ought to be based on our belief in 
Christ as Lord; if it is not, all is lost.  But, any good craftsman will 
tell you that the materials chosen and used to finish the building 
can make or break the quality of the end-result.  Paul is 
contending that the same is true of the Christian church – not the 
building, but the people!  Having mentioned two who have fallen 
by the wayside of faith (v17-18) – Hymenaeus and Philetus – the 
apostle encourages Timothy and others in the church at Ephesus 
to place themselves in God’s hands – the One Who is the master 
builder – and allow Him to shape them into building materials, 
which are attractive and functional. 

Now, what do these four metaphors have in common?  Well, with 
dedication (athlete), sacrifice (soldier), patience (farmer), and 
hard work (builder), they can each bring about something bigger 
and better than themselves – a podium position (athlete), peace 
(soldier), produce (farmer), a place to live or work (builder). 

It is interesting that, as we approach this table to share in Holy 
Communion, all of these things are offered to us.  Through faith 
in Christ, we have a new and honoured position in God’s sight; we 
are forgiven and granted the victor’s crown.  In accepting Him as 
Saviour, we can know His peace, with God and with each other.  
As we receive the Bread and Wine, the harvest of the land, we 
inherit eternal life, the fruit of His sacrifice.  In kneeling before 
Him humbly, we are welcomed by the Father into the Heavenly 
home Jesus promised He would prepare for those who love Him.  
Run, fight, sow and toil; then reap the reward for your labours. 
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Dalziel St. Andrew‟s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 10th October 2010  2nd Timothy 3 

This week’s news reported a couple of disturbing incidents.  The 
first concerns a 12-year-old girl who died in her father's arms.  
Her dad claims that it was the stress of constant bullying, which 
caused her death!  Apparently, after this young girl’s death, her 
family found various notes in her bedroom.  In them she outlined 
her personal torment at being picked on for “being innocent 
about sex.”  The father said that his daughter “was a beautifully 
innocent girl, but the kids started to call her a lesbian because 
she didn't know as much as them.”  Another news-piece details 
how a group of nine-year-old boys have been suspended from 
their school after having been found selling cannabis in the 
playground.  It is alleged they were “selling the drug at a 
ridiculously low price on behalf of another boy!”  Finally, the 
other night, I heard a story about a new scam in Coatbridge.  
Leaflets were put through doors indicating that an empty shop 
was about to re-open and that they would be interviewing for 
staff.  Fifty-seven people, mainly students looking for part-time 
work, turned up and were duly put through their paces.  However, 
at interview that day, each was asked for their bank details to 
process wages.  In the few days that followed, the scammers 
siphoned off funds from those bank accounts!  

A girl of 12 doesn't know everything about sex; children of 9 are 
selling drugs in the playground; people are posing as employers 
and then defrauding others out of money!  Clearly our society is; 
at the very least, corrupt, and at its worst, broken!  Yet, as King 
Solomon wrote in the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes: “There 
is nothing new under the sun.”  All of this has gone on for 
generations, and will continue to get worse until God calls a halt 
to the whole thing on Judgement Day!  You say, “Well, you‟re not 
very optimistic, Derek!  Surely, it might get better and not 
worse?”  Read 2nd Timothy 3 and then tell me that.  The 
description Paul offers of the world we live in is a bleak one – 
however, if we are honest, it is not pessimistic, but realistic! 
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Selfish...greedy...arrogant...nasty...reckless...anarchic...
hard-nosed...  These terms are not the precise ones used by the 
apostle, but they are indicative of the kind of wicked society he 
prophesies will emerge in what he calls, “...the last days...”  And, 
whether we like it or not, he is accurate in his predictions! 

But, what has caused humankind to fall and fail so spectacularly?  
Well, Paul offers us his personal take on that: “People will be 
lovers of themselves...lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God – having a form of godliness but denying 
its power.” (v2a, v4b & v5a) 

The Christian writer and preacher, Warren Wiersbe, sums up the 
situation rather well: “We should worship God, love people and 
use things.  But, if we start worshipping ourselves, we will 
ignore God and start using people!”  He also suggests that, “The 
heart of any problem is always a problem in the heart!” 

I believe that both of those comments are very perceptive.  You 
see, what Paul is suggesting is that you can easily spot those who 
do not live God’s way; they are the ones who totally invert the 
fundamental teaching of Christ.  Jesus commanded: “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and soul, mind and strength. 
And, love your neighbour as you love yourself.” (Matthew 22: 37 
& 39)  As I said, this is turned upside-down by those who oppose 
Christ – loving themselves, rather than their neighbour, or God!  
And, of course, when self is the object of devotion (otherwise 
known as narcissism), all sorts of hedonism flows from that! 

Now, you may object, that’s what folk in the world are like, but 
not in the church!  Really?  Is that completely true?  Are we not 
also given, at times, to pleasing ourselves, rather than pleading 
with God?  Do we not also, too often, look to our own interests, 
rather than the needs of our brothers and sisters?  Paul is not 
writing to Timothy to warn him to separate himself off from those 
in the world who are guilty of such attitudes and actions.  He is 
identifying the fact that they are already in the church!  
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So, what can we do about the situation; do we just throw our 
hands up in horror and carp about how dreadful life has become?  
Do we separate ourselves off, as some in the Christian church 
have done over the years, keeping apart and, therefore, holy?  
And, if we are to engage with the situation of wickedness in our 
world, rather than just run away, how are we to go about that? 

Once more, Paul gives some guidance.  In fact, one word is key – 
“...continue...” (v14)  Don’t give up.  Don’t give in.  Continue... 

“...continue in what you have learned and have become 
convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” (v14-15) 

This book – the Holy Bible – is no ordinary volume.  It contains, 
the message of God to a needy world: “All Scripture is God-
breathed (inspired) and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness...” (another 
famous 3:16!!!) 

Louis Evans became one of the best-known American preachers 
in the early part of 20th century – he pastored First Presbyterian 
Church of Hollywood.  His father, Dr. William Evans, was a 
preacher before him and, on one occasion, filled his son’s pulpit.  
Speaking about the importance of the virgin birth, Evans 
dramatically tore out the pages of that section in the Gospel.  As 
the paper floated down to the floor, he shouted, “If we can‟t 
believe the virgin birth, let‟s tear it out of the Bible!”  He went on 
to do the same with the account of the miraculous healings, the 
feeding of the multitude and the resurrection story, ending with a 
flourish as he ripped out everything with a supernatural content.  
The floor was littered with mutilated pages and only the Sermon 
on the Mount remained.  At which point, Evans commented, 
“Even this has no authority if a divine Christ did not preach it!”   
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He was right; you can’t play pick-and-mix with God’s Word.  If 
you do, you will end up with a type of Christianity that is typified 
by Paul’s phrase – “a form of godliness, but denying its power.”  
And, make no mistake; God’s Word has power to change people’s 
lives.  Professor William Barclay tells the story of a dark night in 
Sicily when a highwayman held up a travelling salesman.  Finding 
only Bibles in his carriage, he set to burning them.  But, before 
dropping them into the flames, the outlaw read a snatch from 
each.  First, there was Psalm 23, then the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, followed by 1st Corinthians 13.  At the end of each 
reading, he said, “That‟s a good book, we won‟t burn that one.”  
By the finish of the encounter, not a single Bible was destroyed! 

Those who question the authority of Scripture, turning their back 
on that which past generations have faithfully passed on, are in 
danger of opposing God, even as did Jannes and Jambres (v8) in 
the time of Moses and the Exodus from Egypt.   

However, those who adhere to Scripture, submitting their lives to 
its instruction can be assured that they are in for a tough ride in 
modern society: “...everyone who wants to live a godly 
life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted...” (v12) 

And, there lies the open-secret of the mess our society is presently 
in, as well as the remedy for all its ills.  Paul is reminding Timothy 
that a life focussed on serving God’s will and purposes, as He 
reveals such to us in the Bible, is a life of faith and endurance.  In 
contrast, a person who solely follows their own selfish desires will 
descend, via a slippery slope, into the kind of lifestyle the apostle 
lists in the opening verses of chapter 3. 

Let’s face it; there is nothing remotely attractive about that type 
of behaviour.  But, by the power of God’s Word and through the 
activity of His Holy Spirit, there is always the possibility of change 
– of forgiveness, of redemption, of a new and better life and world 
in which God is given His rightful place and others are treated, 
not with contempt, but with due respect. 
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Dalziel St. Andrew‟s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 7th November 2010  2nd Timothy 4 

Paul concluded the previous chapter by eulogising about the Holy 
Scriptures as the inspired (“God-breathed”) Word of God.  Now, 
in the face of his impending execution, possibly even in the last 
hours of his earthly life, the great apostle could not stress too 
highly to his young successor, Timothy, the importance of 
adhering to the Bible as the very foundation of all he was called to 
be and do as a Christian and as a leader in the church of Christ. 

When I was training for ministry at New College, the faculty of 
divinity in Edinburgh University, I enjoyed many and wide-
ranging debates with my fellow students on all manner of 
subjects.  However, one matter became something of a recurring 
theme, particularly for those who were preparing for ministry in 
the Church of Scotland: “What is the substance of the faith?”  You 
see, in our ordination vows we are allowed liberty of opinion on 
matters of doctrine, except that which is “the substance of the 
faith!”  One of my friends was so exercised by the question that he 
wrote to the Principal Clerk of the General Assembly to request a 
clear definition of what this meant – presumably, so that he 
would not be tempted to enter into error and be removed from 
the church for heresy!  Anyway, suffice to say, he didn’t even 
receive an acknowledgement of his letter from the church offices.  

In this final chapter of 2nd Timothy, Paul doesn’t define “the 
substance of the faith” either.  He doesn’t have to, since all the 
way through both letters (indeed, all of his writings), it is made 
plain that “the substance of the faith” is focussed on our belief in 
one individual - Jesus, as Saviour, Master and Lord.  Around 30 
times in the space of his two letters to Timothy, Paul uses the 
phrase, “Christ Jesus.”  Every time he does so, he is declaring that 
Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the Holy and Promised One, the 
Son of God, the Saviour of all who will trust in Him.  Herein lies 
“the substance of the faith!”  But, sadly, this final chapter – Paul’s 
closing words – is written to rebuke those who deny that. 
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“The time will come when men will not put up with sound 
doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 
around them a great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from 
the truth and turn aside to myths.” (vs3-4) 

This is not a scenario where, through no fault of their own, people 
have fallen away from the faith, but a description of those who 
have actively chosen to reject the Gospel message about Christ 
Jesus as Saviour and Lord.  And, in fact, Paul goes on to name 
and shame those who have left him alone – Demas, Crescens and 
Titus – as well as those who have deliberately opposed his 
ministry – Alexander the metalworker (this is probably the man 
who lost lots of business in Ephesus through Paul’s teaching 
about not worshipping idols made by human hands!) 

So, Paul is warning Timothy to watch out for fair-weather friends 
and vehement opponents.  He sums up how he is feeling in verse 
16: “At my first defence, no one came to my support, but 
everyone deserted me.”  Now, maybe you have had that feeling 
and experience as a believer; you are in company, but somehow 
feel left out on a limb because of what is being said or done.  It 
can be an isolating and disheartening experience, one where, not 
wishing to appear odd or different, you are tempted to 
compromise your principles and simply join in with the rest, to be 
accepted, to be in with the in-crowd! 

Well, there is another way, a means by which you can still be 
strong and faithful to what you say you believe and wish to 
practice as a Christian.  Paul draws it to our attention in verse 17: 
“But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed…” 

Tell me this; if you were in the dock on a murder charge, whom 
would you rather have to defend you – the best and most 
experienced lawyer in the land, or someone who had taken a 
crash course in law on the Internet?   
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In the same way, throughout life, if we can remind ourselves that 
Christ Jesus is constantly at our side, we have nothing to fear 
from friends who desert us or foes who oppose us! 

That is why Paul could go on to write: “I was delivered from the 
lion‟s mouth.  The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and 
will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom.”  (vs17b-18a) 

When life is tough, we need to know where to find strength.  Carol 
Schuller, daughter of American evangelist, Robert Schuller, was 
involved in a serious motorcycle accident when she was a 
teenager that left her with only one leg. When she was eighteen, 
she went on a cruise with her parents. She made no effort to 
conceal her artificial leg wearing shorts and going swimming.  
However, she noticed people staring and could see the curiosity in 
their eyes.  In response to the looks she had been getting, she 
decided to volunteer for the ship’s talent show. When she walked 
up to the microphone she said this: “If I have one talent, it is this: 
I can tell you that during the time after my accident my faith 
became very real to me.  I look at you girls who walk without a 
limp, and I wish I could walk that way. I can‟t, but this is what 
I‟ve learned: It‟s not how you walk that counts, but who walks 
with you and whom you walk with!” 

That is precisely the point being made by Paul in this closing 
passage of 2nd Timothy.  Don’t get too worried if everyone is 
against you and you feel as if you are in the minority.  When the 
Lord is on your side, you are already in the majority that matters! 

Call to mind those last emotional and pressure-filled days leading 
up to the execution of our Lord.  In the Garden of Gethsemane, 
one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, betrayed Him with a kiss; 
others ran away and left Him to be arrested and taken into 
custody.  In the courtyard of the High Priest, one of His inner 
circle, Peter, denied that he even knew Jesus.  Before Pilate, those 
who formerly sang “hosanna” now cried, “crucify.”  
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On the road to Golgotha, as Christ carried His own cross, His 
followers were indistinct from others in the crowd as they 
watched the drama unfold. No one sprang to His defence.  Yet, 
despite this, through His own words from the Cross, Christ 
acknowledged that He continued to trust in God – “Father, into 
Your hands I commit my spirit.” (Luke 23:46) 

Towards the end of his life, Paul followed that example – “For I 
am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time 
has come for my departure.  I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will award to me on that day – and not only to me, but 
also to all who have longed for His appearing.” (vs6-8) 

Faced with those who may tease him that his life has come to 
nothing – that his friends have deserted him and his foes have 
won a victory over him – the apostle is able to say with 
confidence: “I don‟t care, for the One Who truly matters (God, 
the Lord) knows my heart and mind and service!”  I wonder how 
many of us are truly so single-minded in our work for the Lord?  
How easy it is to be swayed by the comments and criticism of 
others, to cave-in to pressure from our peers, to compromise and 
seek to blend in with the crowd, rather than stand out and stand 
up for Christ! 

During an American football game between the Chicago Bears 
and the New York Giants, one of the announcers observed that 
Walter Payton, the Bears' running back, had accumulated over 
nine miles in career yardage. The other announcer remarked, 
“Yeah, and that's with somebody knocking him down every 4.6 
yards!” Walter Payton, the most successful running back ever, 
knew that everyone, even the best, gets knocked down. He also 
understood that the key to success is to get up and run again. 
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