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Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 25th April 2010  1st Thessalonians 1: 1-10 

 
If you should find the perfect church, without one spot or sore, 
for goodness sake don‟t join it, or it won‟t be perfect anymore! 
If you should find the perfect church, where all anxieties cease, 

just pass it by; for if you join, you‟ll mar that masterpiece! 
But, since no perfect church exists, with perfect women and perfect men, 

let‟s stop looking elsewhere and love the church we‟re in! 
 

That poem may seem harsh, but I believe it contains a truth.  This 
side of Heaven, there is no such thing as a perfect church.  
However, that doesn‟t let us off the hook, for we are charged by 
God to strive towards being the best we can be as followers of 
Jesus.  And, to be successful in this, we need something to aim at.  
That‟s why, over the next few months, I plan to take you through 
a series of studies in 1st & 2nd Thessalonians. Written in A.D. 
51, it‟s one of the earliest snapshots we have in scripture of what 
the church was like at the very beginning. Less than 20 years after 
Christ‟s death and resurrection, we find a fellowship of believers 
in Thessalonica, which is raw, but remarkable.  This church is not 
perfect, but it is described in this letter as “a model” (v7).  It 
seems good to me, therefore, to listen to what is said about the 
people there; what they believed, how they conducted themselves, 
the issues they faced and the problems they grappled with. 
 
Thessalonica was the original kingdom of Alexander the Great.  
Named after his half-sister, it was the place from which he 
launched his worldwide empire.  It‟s one of the few ancient cities 
in scripture you can still visit if you go to modern Greece.  The 
capital city of Macedonia, with a population of 200,000, at the 
convergence of eastern and western trade routes, it was a centre 
for pagan worship.  Temples to Aphrodite, the goddess of love, 
and Dionysius, the god of wine, abounded in Thessalonica.  Also, 
in 42 B.C., the Roman Empire declared it a free city.  They said, 
“You can govern yourselves.  And you can do anything you want.  Except for 
this one thing: You have to worship the Emperor.  Once a year, you have to 
bow down and pay your respects to Caesar.” 
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So much for freedom; it seems more like bondage to me – at least, 
for Christians, who declare that only Jesus Christ is truly Lord!   
 
It was into this scenario that Paul came with the Gospel message.  
Acts 17: 1-10 describes his visit to Thessalonica and the genesis 
of the Christian church there.  I encourage you to read that 
passage as a backdrop to our studies in Thessalonians.  If you do, 
you will notice that he only spent “three Sabbath days” preaching 
there – so, we are talking about twenty-one days at the most!  
How amazing is that?  What depth of faith and enthusiasm for 
God‟s work existed in Thessalonica, considering it only took a 
short time to impart that initial spark of life.  No wonder Paul was 
encouraged when the news came to him of what was going on 
amongst the believers at Thessalonica. 
 
So, what were the marks of this congregation of God‟s people, 
which set them apart as “a model” to be emulated by others?  
READ verses 2-3: “...work produced by faith...labour prompted 
by love...endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
They were hard-working!  And, be clear about this, the use of 
the words “labour” and “endurance” makes it plain that this 
wasn‟t just a short burst of youthful energy, but a sustained effort.  
However, hard-working is something, which could be said about a 
lot of local churches, including our own.  So, there must be 
something more?  There is; listen to the words that lie behind 
“work...labour...endurance...” – “faith...love...hope.”  They were 
not motivated by building up a church to impress others with 
their good deeds, but were spurred on by thankfulness to God and 
an active desire to serve His purposes in the world and bring glory 
to Christ.  That theme is echoed in the closing verses (9-10) of 
chapter one – “...you turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God, and to wait for His Son from Heaven...” 
 
Having mentioned that closing phrase – “...turned to God...” let 
me add to hard-working, the word receptive.  READ verses 4-5. 
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The key expression, in my view, is: “our Gospel came to you not 
simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit 
and with deep conviction.”   
 
You know, sometimes we attend worship, hear the sermon and 
think, “I wish so and so were here to have heard that message, it 
was really for them!”  Let me tell you, we ought to be listening for 
what God is saying to us, not worrying about other people; what 
God wants to speak to them He will, but what is He saying to you?  
And, do you come each Sunday, not just to listen but to hear, not 
merely to hear but to receive His personal word to your heart? 
 
Then, of course, there‟s another step to take – turning what we 
hear into action – the Thessalonian Christians most surely did 
that!  READ verse 6, the key words being: “...in spite of severe 
suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the 
Holy Spirit.”  Even though it was painful to do so, the 
Thessalonians put their trust in the promises of Christ; they were 
responsive to God‟s call and command.  As I mentioned earlier, 
the Thessalonians lived in a society dominated by lust, 
licentiousness and liquor.  The false worship of idols and 
subjugation to Caesar was an everyday challenge; one which they 
did not shirk.  With odds stacked against them, they remained 
faithful to what they believed, even at great personal cost.  Now, 
there are many places worldwide where you may be subject to 
death threats if you convert to Christianity – the Sudan, 
Indonesia, Pakistan, and China – but, it‟s not like that in the U.K.  
Here we just chastise nurses who offering to pray for vulnerable 
patients, dismiss registrars who object to conducting ceremonies 
for civil partnerships, and sack airline staff for wearing a small 
cross!  Whatever happened to tolerance?  It seems that it only 
applies to certain individuals and groups in our nation, and that 
they take precedence every time over Christian conscience. 
 
The answer is found in the fourth mark of the Thessalonian 
believers – they remained outward-looking!  READ verse 8. 
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“The Lord‟s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia – your faith in God has become known everywhere.”  
What a wonderful commendation of their witness to the world!  
And, it was not only within the confines of the church (where it‟s 
easy to be faithful), but in the city, region and country that they 
trumpeted (the literal translation of “rang out”) Gospel truth.  
Situated on that trade-route I mentioned earlier, they were ideally 
placed for the message to be passed on through commercial 
channels – how great and providential is God in His workings? 
 
Like me, some of you, before going on holiday, will check-out 
internet reviews of hotels, etc.  Invariably, no matter how good a 
place may be, there‟s always someone raises a complaint.  
However, if there were an equivalent website for first century 
churches and the reviews of the Thessalonian congregation given 
by Paul, Silas and Timothy were recorded there, I am sure folk 
would find it attractive: hard-working > receptive > 
responsive > outward-looking – all of these are good 
qualities and were definitely leading to growth in the church and 
a positive influence in the wider community.  It should be no 
surprise that this correspondence commends them and that Paul, 
their father in the faith, was justly proud of their progress. 
However, it‟s also clear that they are not the finished article – as I 
intimated at the start of this sermon, no church is perfect, only 
being perfected, over time, by the work of God‟s Holy Spirit!   
 
However, I wonder how we measure up against the standards set 
by these Thessalonian believers?  How hard-working are we?  
And what is it that drives us to serve?  Do we build on the 
foundations previous generations in this congregation have 
faithfully laid, or are we resting on laurels?  How receptive are 
we?  Do we hear and heed what God is saying?  How 
responsive are we?  What sacrifices will we make to move 
forward?  How outward-looking are we?  Do people in the 
town and area truly know what we believe, even that we believe?   

How can we emulate those Thessalonian Christians? 
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Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 2nd May 2010  1st Thessalonians 2: 1-16 

Today is the second in what will probably be a total of ten visits to 
Thessalonica.  As with all first-time trips to a particular place, last 
week we began by discovering something about the background 
to this ancient Greek city; its culture and religion, pains and 
pleasures.  In considering the nature of the Christian church 
there, we learned that it was a body of new believers; those best 
described as young in the faith, enthusiastic and receptive, 
responsive to God‟s call, hard-working and outward-looking.  The 
apostle called it “a model to all the believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia.” (1:7).  This morning, we‟ll take some time to build on 
that and to increase our understanding of where they were 
coming from theologically and practically, paying some attention 
to the challenges, which faced them as disciples of Jesus Christ.   
 
Now, you do not have to journey very far into chapter two, nor do 
you need to be especially skilled at reading between the lines, to 
see that the Thessalonians were a mixed bunch (a model, but not 
perfect!).  Paul seems to largely be on the defensive in these 
verses – “...our visit to you was not a failure (1)...we dared to tell 
you His Gospel in spite of strong opposition (2)...the appeal we 
make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we 
trying to trick you (3)...we are not trying to please men but God 
(4)...we never used flattery (5)...we were not looking for praise 
from men (6)...we were gentle among you (7)...we worked night 
and day in order not to be a burden to anyone (9)...”  So, clearly, 
not everyone received the message with joy and a sense that it 
came from God.  As well as the many people who found new life 
in Christ through the preaching of the Gospel, there were others 
who accused Paul of lying, of feathering his own nest, of duplicity, 
of harshness, and of selfish motives.  Put simply, his integrity was 
being called into question, and he didn‟t like it one single bit.  In 
all honesty, who would stand for that?  Surely, authenticity and 
transparency ought to be the hallmarks of a Christian, especially 
for those in a position of church leadership? 
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These days, with the excellent advances, which have been made in 
medical science, through the use of MRI and CT scans, not to 
mention ultrasound and X-ray, at the flick of a switch, doctors 
can see precisely what is inside a person‟s body or brain.  These 
are excellent diagnostic tools to help them decide what the real 
problem might be and exactly how to address it appropriately.   
 
However, when it comes to spiritual ailments, these physical tools 
are worthless.  Instead, the perfect Word and Holy Spirit of God 
are what we need to expose our innermost thoughts and feelings, 
our beliefs and behaviour.  And, that‟s what Paul did with the 
Thessalonians over the course of that three weeks he spent in 
their city – he held up the testimony about Jesus Christ before 
them, calling them to repentance from sin and re-formation of 
life.  Preaching the Gospel truth was like holding up a mirror in 
front of them and showing them the flaws and imperfections in 
their lives, which had to be dealt with and submitted to Christ. 
 
Of course, when any of us looks into a mirror, we either like what 
we see, or do not.  In a spiritual sense, those who were displeased 
and dissatisfied with what they saw, wanting to change for the 
better, came to the One Who was not into cosmetic surgery 
(surface stuff alone), but cut to the quick and made deep and 
lasting changes in their thinking and actions.  However, another 
group responded angrily; they resented the demands of 
discipleship, choosing to follow the motto, “I‟m all right, Jack!”  
It was these very ones who criticised Paul, the messenger, because 
the message was so hard for them to swallow!  Furthermore, they 
were now trying also to turn the heads of those who had come 
through to a genuine faith in Christ; the core of the church in 
Thessalonica, which we read about from chapter 1 in such glowing 
terms.  It should be no surprise that Paul, now at a distance from 
his flock, launches such a vigorous defence of his own ministry 
and methods; he is contending not only for his own reputation, 
but for the eternal welfare of those who have come to faith in 
Christ.  Three things typify his response: 
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COURAGEOUS (2: 1-2) 
You can almost hear Paul‟s critics saying, “That chap; calls 
himself an apostle.  Yet, he only stayed three weeks and, when 
the going got tough, bailed out on us and ran away to safety!” 
 
As is normal in these situations, the opposition takes a seed of 
truth and grows a lie from it.  Yes, Paul had only remained for 
three weeks in Thessalonica.  But, the fact that he went there at all 
to share the message with them was a courageous act in itself; 
especially after the harsh way he was treated down the road at 
Philippi, where he was arrested, tried and jailed for preaching! 
 
Something that appeared cowardly was actually courageous.  And 
now Paul was encouraging the Thessalonian believers to follow 
his example; to step out in faith and, in the face of opposition, to 
stand their ground. 
 
Who is trying to get at you for being a Christian?  What means are 
they employing to seek to undermine your faith?  Can you take 
heart (and fresh courage) from the example of the apostle Paul? 
 
COMPASSIONATE (2: 6-8) 
The inference of these verses is that Paul didn‟t really care about 
those to whom he was preaching; but, that he was in the business 
of ministry for self-advancement.  You wouldn‟t believe (well, 
maybe you would) the lengths I have gone to in my own ministry 
to give people no ground whatsoever to accuse me of the same.  
Some folk still seem to think that a call to ministry is a call to an 
easy life.  The cry goes up, “it must be great to work only one day 
a week!”  And, oh how everyone laughs!  Well, let me tell you 
now, you have no idea how hurtful (not to mention untruthful) 
such a statement is.  Anyone who comes into full-time ministry 
motivated by a desire for comfort or privilege or wealth (or even 
personal respect), is in for a big disappointment.  No, Paul writes 
about the true reason for his ministry (any ministry); it is about 
servanthood – loving God‟s people as a good parent! 
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And, by the way, that stands for every believer, not just those 
considered somehow especially holy due to the ring of confidence 
round their neck, otherwise known as a clerical collar! 
 
Compassion was one of the key qualities folk were drawn to in the 
life and work of Jesus of Nazareth.  So, surely it ought to be 
detected in His followers in every generation? 
 
CONSISTENT (2: 9-12) 
This is my final, but certainly not the least important, of my three 
points today.  The obvious phrase, which comes to mind when 
you read these verses, is that Paul claimed to practice what he 
preached, and required that of others. 
 
He says, “Surely you remember (9)...You are my witnesses 
(10)...you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals 
with his own children (11)...”  Paul was reminding them that they 
had first-hand experience of what he was like.  They didn‟t have to 
go on the basis of what folk said about him, they had actually met 
and spent time with him.  Now, he wasn‟t claiming to be perfect, 
just that they knew his heart and his motives to be honest.   
 
In the political world of our day, there are those who favour the 
tactic of trying to smear the good name of their opponent.  Surely, 
much more effective in any sphere – business, relationships, 
handling of money – is to be true to yourself and to God, 
endeavouring to live up to what you say you believe, so that no-
one has grounds for pointing an accusing finger at you?  That is 
exactly why it was to these three qualities of COURAGE, 
COMPASSION and CONSISTENCY that Paul was calling the 
Thessalonian Christians.  It is to those same exacting standards, 
God calls each of us to live for Christ in our own daily lives. 
 
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, pure and perfect One; Who did no wrong in the eyes of God or of 

Your contemporaries, help us to walk the way of holiness with faithfulness and integrity, 

bringing honour to Your good name, now and always, AMEN. 
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Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 9th May 2010 1st Thessalonians 2:17 – 3:13 

 
“Hard-working; receptive and responsive to God‟s message; 
motivated and inspired by faith, hope and love; outward-
looking towards their community; challenged by their founding 
father to be courageous, compassionate and consistent in their 
witness, service and living for Christ.” 
 
That‟s a pretty fair summary of where we have got to in this series 
of studies focussing on the church at Thessalonica.  As you can 
see, there is much to commend; and, we‟ve only looked at 
chapters 1 and 2 so far!  What, then, can we add from chapter 3? 
 
Well, in the opening chapter, Paul described how these new 
believers came to a spiritual birth, to belief in Jesus Christ.  That‟s 
where we all have to begin – with faith, hope and love! 
 
He then went on, in chapter 2, to nourish that young faith with 
sound teaching and personal example.  It would be a strange 
thing, indeed, for a baby never to grow and develop, so Paul 
challenges them to show courage, compassion and 
consistency.  We must also learn to relate in a positive way to 
those around us, and to express our faith in actions. 
 
Now, in chapter 3, we find their spiritual “mother and father” 
(2:7 & 2:11) doing what any good parent would do.  Paul was 
desperate to help them stand up by themselves and take their first 
faltering steps.  However, there was a problem; he was not 
physically with them.  In fact, he speaks about having been “torn 
away” (2:17) and wanting to come to them, but “satan stopped 
us.” (2:18)  That must have been really frustrating for Paul.  Can 
you imagine birthing a child and not being allowed to get involved 
in its upbringing? However, despite his absence, the apostle did 
everything in his power to support these fledgling Christians, and 
encouraged them in three main ways>>> 
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He sent them a PARTNER (3: 1-5) 
Timothy, one of Paul‟s closest associates, was commissioned to go 
and encourage the believers in Thessalonica.  And, this was at 
great personal cost to Paul – “...when we could stand it no 
longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves...” (3:1)   
 
Isn‟t that just how a good human parent works?  They make 
sacrifices for their offspring, putting their needs before their own! 
 
Timothy was a great choice.  Described as a “brother” and “fellow 
worker,” he was first of all the right man for the job.  No doubt, 
his experience of life on the road with Paul, equipped him 
satisfactorily to address the challenge before him in Thessalonica.  
His mission was equally clear – he was to “strengthen and 
encourage” those who were being persecuted for their faith. 
 
Now, there is a real need today in the church and world for those 
who, like Timothy, will set aside selfish desires and give priority 
to the needs of others weaker in the faith than themselves.  Ask 
yourself the question, “How can I serve God, by serving people?” 
 
Paul‟s concern, which was echoed by Timothy‟s obedience, was 
that those who were under pressure would wilt under pressure of 
personal and vigorous persecution and temptation, rescinding 
their faith in Christ and embracing their former immoral lifestyle.  
Do we have that concern for people in our community?  Or, are 
we content to just let the world go to hell in a handbasket? 
 
He sent them a PARCHMENT (3: 6-8) 
On re-joining Paul, at Corinth, Timothy gave a glowing report of 
the progress being made by those in the church at Thessalonica.   
 
Needless to say, the apostle was delighted by what he heard from 
his friend and co-worker – “...we were encouraged about you 
because of your faith...” (3:7)  “...now we really live, since you 
are standing firm in the Lord...” (3:8) 



 

 

- 14 - 

 

What parent doesn‟t like to receive good news about the progress 
of their child?  We all attend parents‟ nights at school where we 
dream of learning that our wee boy/girl is the latest Albert 
Einstein, Leonardo Da Vinci, Marie Curie, Johann Sebastian 
Bach, or Lukas Jutkiewicz (the Motherwell player who scored that 
amazing equaliser during injury time on Wednesday night!!!) 
 
However, on this occasion, it‟s Paul who is penning the report 
card.  And, based on Timothy‟s comments, he sends the church a 
parchment, this epistle, which describes his pride (in this case, 
spiritual and positive) in their developing discipleship. 
 
I suppose, if you can‟t turn up in person to help encourage 
someone, apart from sending someone you trust, a letter is a 
really good means of contributing something.  Certainly, 1st and 
2nd Thessalonians give some of the most positive feedback Paul 
offers in any of his letters recorded in the New Testament.  The 
thing that prompted him to write and the whole purpose of being 
for these tremendous letters was to build up the body of Christ. 
 
If you‟ll excuse me being “punny” for a moment; maybe, we can 
take a page out of Paul‟s book and become letter writers 
ourselves...or email, if you prefer!  Through the years, I have been 
amazed at how well God knows what I need; just at the point 
when I am feeling kind of down, a note of support pops through 
my door or into my INBOX; or a text arrives from a friend.  It is 
impossible to measure using any scale known to mankind, the 
deep and lasting effect such an act of grace can have on another 
human being.  And, do you know something; it‟s easy to do and 
requires very little effort on the part of the sender.  Thanks, by the 
way, to those who gave me such a word two weeks ago as I mused 
over whether I had made any difference in 20 years of ministry! 
 
He sent them a PRAYER (3: 9-13) 
It‟s a very small step from my previous point to my final one – 
but, it‟s crucial if we are to help build-up those around us. 
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“Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 
again and supply what is lacking in your faith...” (3:10) 
 
Paul does not mince his words; he doesn‟t say, “I‟m thinking 
about you” or “I really hope things go well for you.”  He states 
clearly that he is praying for the Thessalonian 
Christians...earnestly...night and day!  That means he takes 
seriously his duty of care to them.  Again, to return to the motif of 
parenthood; Paul is desperate to find what is best for his charges. 
 
And, it is not only that he prays for them that is pointed up here, 
but listen to what he prays for them: “May the Lord make your 
love increase and overflow...May He strengthen your hearts so 
that you will be blameless and holy...” (3:12 & 3:13) 
 
Paul intercedes specifically for those whom he loves, and so 
should we.  If we care about someone, we will not only hope, wish 
and desire what is best for them, we will pray it also.  We will 
come to God and bend His holy ear until He blesses their lives. 
 
So, from this wonderful chapter three in this wee letter of 1st 
Thessalonians, there are some practical things for each of us to 
get our teeth into.  If we follow the example given and written 
about here, we too can become church-planters and world-
changers.  First, come alongside those who are struggling and 
offer your partnership in the Gospel.  That may mean giving 
something up that you enjoy, putting it on the back-burner, but it 
will be worth it for their sakes.  Second, put your pen (or your 
keyboard/mobile „phone to good use).  Send a message of concern 
and support; Christ will use it to bless someone straight away.  
Third, pray, pray, pray!  Do it without ceasing; morning, noon 
and night.  You don‟t have to clasp your hands, or shut your eyes, 
or even move your lips.  Just bring to God your genuine burden 
for your friends and families, and for the wider concerns of our 
nation and world.  Furthermore, let them know you‟re praying, 
and that you will keep on doing so until God hears and responds. 
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Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 30th May 2010 1st Thessalonians 4: 1-12 

 
How good is your mental arithmetic?  If you are ages with, or older 
than, me, you probably did this sort of stuff at Primary School.  
However, if you‟re a young person, since you have been encouraged to 
use calculators all the time, the word “mental” is going to be the 
operative one here!  What‟s 10 + 20 + 13? (43)  And what does 18 + 28 
add up to? (46). Now, why, apart from a desire to wake you up, am I 
asking such daft questions?  Well, you see, the apostle Paul uses the 
word “Finally” to begin chapter 4 of his first letter to the Thessalonians.  
Yet, as you have just confirmed, 43 verses precede and 46 verses follow 
his “Finally!”  Maybe Paul was more of a Presbyterian than we give him 
credit for; he says, “Finally,” a little less than half-way through his 
message!   So, what‟s that all about?  Does his, “Finally,” have 
significance?  Well, actually, it does.  What he is trying to say is that 
while his writing so far has been important, what he finishes with is 
even more so.  And, that is often the way of things in life; endings have 
a habit of turning into the beginning of something. 
 
But, before I get into the detail of what Paul is teaching about, let me 
tell you a story.  A middle-aged minister went off on study leave for two 
weeks to a conference in America.  While there he learned a great deal.  
On his return, he decided that he would try out this new-fangled thing 
called “an illustrated sermon.”  So, he set up four jars in the face of the 
congregation; into one he poured a pint of beer, another was filled with 
cigarette ash, the third contained chocolate syrup, and the fourth soil 
from his garden.  Into each one, he placed a live worm, before 
continuing to preach a powerful message on the subject of God‟s call to 
holy living.  At the end of the sermon, he held the four jars aloft and 
showed that the first worm was motionless in the beer, the second was 
dry, dusty and dead in the ash, and the third was bloated and quite 
lifeless in the chocolate syrup, while the fourth worm was wriggling 
around in the fresh soil.  Turning to the congregation, he asked if 
anyone would like to sum up today‟s bible lesson.  Several minutes 
passed before a young(ish) woman rose to her feet.  The minister was 
delighted someone got the point of his sermon, that is, until he heard 
her response.  She said, “It would appear, sir, you are suggesting that 
if I drink, smoke, and eat lots of chocolate, I will never get worms!”  
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So, let me be absolutely clear about the substance of today‟s message 
(and, I promise, no worms will be harmed in the delivery!).  First 
Thessalonians chapters 4 and 5 are concerned with living a holy life! 
 
Paul begins by raising the issue of “how to live in order to please 
God...”  Can there be a more important matter for anyone, anywhere?  
At any point in time, we are all living to please someone – ourselves, 
others, or God!  Of course, sometimes (well, maybe, occasionally), all 
three coincide; our desires, the needs of others, and the purposes of 
God line up nicely – we are like ducklings following obediently after a 
mother and father duck.  In truth, that is a win-win scenario where we 
(and those around us) are in little danger of being harmed.   
 
God knows and reveals what is best for us and for others.  And, when 
we follow in the Lord‟s way, we don‟t just inherit good, but the best!  
So, what does Paul say about the way of life that is best for us?  Well, it 
is the way of holiness – “God did not call us to be impure, but to live a 
holy life.” (v7)  But, so that we are perfectly clear on this, what does 
holiness mean?  And, what does a holy life truly look like? 
 
As a church member and as a believer, maybe you‟ve been called a 
“Holy Willie” at some point.  You know, rather than a term of derision, 
that should be a great compliment to any Christian!  What people are 
saying is that you are different; and that‟s exactly what the word “holy” 
means – set apart, different, not simply following the ways of the world. 
 
But, what does that look like in practical terms?  Well, Paul flags up 
three things for us in chapter 4: 
 

1. Live to please God with your life 
2. Learn to control your own body 
3. Love each other and win respect 

 
LIVE to please God with your life (verse 1) 
“...we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you 
are living.  Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do so 
more and more...” 
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It is too easy in the Christian life to become complacent; to rest on your 
laurels.  Knowing that you are saved and safe because of what Christ 
has done through His cross is a wonderful gift of grace.  However, to 
use that as a comfort zone, which hints at self-satisfaction, would be a 
massive mistake.  The Bible says (Hebrews 11:6) that “...without faith it 
is impossible to please God.”  However, it is essential that such faith 
continues to grow throughout our lifetime and that takes application on 
our part.  Much like a child who longs to please his/her schoolteacher, 
we should eagerly set ourselves the objective of pleasing God each new 
day.  That means actively living by faith in Him, not trusting our own 
judgement, or imagining that we have somehow arrived as perfect 
people.  And, that is why Paul includes three significant words here; “... 
more and more...”  In fact, so important is this message, that he repeats 
it verbatim in verse 10 when speaking about love; “...more and more...”  
The phrase, “could do better,” used to appear on school report cards (at 
least, it did on mine ) and, as Christians, we would do well to heed it. 
 
LEARN to control your own body (verses 3-5) 
“It is God‟s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid 
sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own 
body in a way that is holy and honourable, not in passionate lust like 
the heathen, who do not know God...” 
 
Sanctification is a theological word, which simply refers to our being 
made more like Jesus Christ.  Now, that‟s not something which 
happens overnight, but it certainly involves dealing with the dark parts 
of all our lives; the habits we try to keep hidden.  And, Paul goes right 
to the heart of the matter when he writes about “sexual immorality.”  
Those to whom he wrote this letter knew only too well what he was 
speaking about.  The people of the church at Thessalonica lived in a 
community where chastity was an unknown virtue; it was an age when 
marriage vows were disregarded and divorce was disastrously easy.  
Sound familiar?  William Barclay said, “The new morality is only the 
old immorality brought up-to-date!”  Furthermore, recent research is 
deeply distressing, showing that divorce rates for Christians and non-
Christians are virtually the same.  The inappropriate use of XXX-rated 
TV and internet soft-porn sites by Christian men is on the increase.  
These are things of which we must repent and be rid.  As one writer 
puts it, “If the eye of your cathode-ray tube offends you, tear it out!” 
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And, scripture could not be clearer on this matter: “Those controlled by 
the sinful nature cannot please God.” (Romans 8:8)  So, in asking the 
question, “How can we live in order to please God?” we cannot allow 
ourselves to focus only on what we say we believe.  Out of necessity, our 
answer must also include our everyday behaviour.  But, in all honesty, 
who is equal to such a challenge?  Not a single one of us!  It is, 
therefore, obvious that we shall continue to fail unless we depend on 
Christ for help.  We marvel at the alcoholic or drug-abuser who claims 
to deal with their sobriety one day at a time.  But, unless we address our 
own besetting sins in the same way (different though they may be), we 
are in danger of falling into a gutter of our own making! 
 
LOVE each other and win their respect (verses 9-12) 
“...about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God to love each other...Yet we urge 
you, brothers, to do so more and more.  Make it your ambition to lead 
a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your 
hands...so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders...” 
 
In place of the lust I was just speaking about, we are called by Christ to 
demonstrate true love.  While lust is like an unbroken horse, in danger 
of hurting its rider or whoever gets in its way, love is more like an 
animal, which responds to the bridle, placing itself under God‟s control. 
 
It was D. L. Moody who said, “A holy life will make the deepest 
impression.  Lighthouses blow no horns, they just shine!”  What a 
simple, yet profoundly true statement.  Moody may have received only 
a few years of formal education due to the tragic and early death of his 
father, but he showed great wisdom, which could only come from God. 
 
That image and metaphor of Moody calls us to consider how others 
view us as Christians – when they watch how we behave and act, do 
they see Christ in us?  Do our lives bear witness to the Holy Spirit, Who 
lives in us?  Are we LIVING to please God?  Are we LEARNING to 
control our own bodies?  Do we LOVE others with Jesus‟ heart of 
compassion?  Or, are we simply satisfied with an insipid, lukewarm 
Christian faith that has lost the fire we once knew?  Paul said, “We 
instructed you how to live in order to please God...do so 
more and more.” (1st Thessalonians 4:1) 
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Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 6th June 2010 1st Thessalonians 4:13 – 5:11 

 
Who could have anticipated the events of this past week?  That peaceful 
and lush part of our nation called the Lake District has been rocked by 
the murder of 12 people in broad daylight.  The name of Derrick Bird 
will now be remembered, alongside Thomas Hamilton of Dunblane and 
Michael Ryan of Hungerford, for all the wrong reasons.  How sad it is; 
and our hearts go out to those whose loved ones have been brutally 
taken from them.  However, once again this episode serves to remind 
us of precisely how fragile life can be.  One moment all appears to be 
going well, the next tragedy strikes; and, with such ferocity.   
 
It is exactly this theme, which Paul addresses in the passage before us.  
He writes about the certainty of death.  Someone has said that there‟s a 
pretty sobering statistic here, “Of those born into our world, 100% die!”   
 
Death is a given; there is no way to avoid it.  You can have all of the 
wealth and wisdom, possessions and power this world affords, but you 
simply cannot cheat the grim reaper.  So, how can we come to terms 
with our fate?  Well, the apostle offers a word of encouragement: 
“Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those 
who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men who have no 
hope.  We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we 
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen 
asleep in Him.” (v13-14) 
 
First of all, what a lovely image of death is Paul‟s metaphor of sleep!  
After a long, hard day at work, there can be nothing nicer than to lay 
your head on the pillow and embrace rest.  A first-class night‟s sleep 
does you good and equips you for the start of a new day, with all its 
obstacles and opportunities.  Unless you have had a particularly bad 
experience for one reason or another, sleep is not something you fear.  
Instead, it is a release from the burdens and responsibilities of life.  
This is the very thing Paul is trying to convey to us about death.  For the 
believer, while the manner of our passing from this life may be 
uncertain and filled with a degree of anxiety, death itself is a blessed 
release into the hands of the One Who has promised to receive us to 
Himself in Christ, giving rest for our souls and reward for our labours. 
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Now, remember how precious this promise would be to the first 
readers of this letter.  As we have discovered, those Thessalonian 
Christians were under severe pressure from the community in which 
they were set.  There were many who persecuted them for their faith.  
What a comfort to know that their destiny was sealed and that Christ 
was preparing for them a place where they would always be safe! 
 
In 2nd Corinthians 4:17-18, Paul asserts; “...our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory 
that far outweighs them all.”  He goes on to say how this is 
possible; “...we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal.”  Don‟t get bogged-down in the drudgery of a moment; lift up 
your eyes beyond present circumstances to the God Who is Sovereign. 
 
And that is exactly what Paul goes on to emphasise to the 
Thessalonians in the text that follows: “According to the Lord‟s 
own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are 
left „till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede 
those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord Himself will 
come down from Heaven with a loud command, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still 
alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the 
Lord forever.” (v15-17) 
 
Who has promised this?  “...the Lord‟s own word...”  Who will 
come down from Heaven?  “...the Lord Himself...”  Where will we 
be?  “...with the Lord...”  How long will that last?  “...forever!”  
How long? “...forever...”  How long?  “...forever...”  No wonder he 
adds, “...encourage each other with these words...” (v18) 
 
I can‟t remember who said this, but have always been impressed by it: 
“People who have a high view of Heaven are of most earthly use!”   
 
We do ourselves a disservice when we focus on the things of this life 
alone.  If we could re-discover a doctrine of Heaven and get a new 
eternal perspective, many of our earthly anxieties would be dispelled. 
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Of course, part of the problem with this is that most of us are control-
freaks.  We like to think that we are in charge of our own destiny, the 
captain of our souls – we are not!  Again, the events of Wednesday in 
Cumbria certainly proved that beyond a shadow of doubt. 
 
This is why 1st Thessalonians goes on to emphasise: “Now, brothers, 
about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for 
you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night.  While people are saying, „Peace and 
safety,‟ destruction will come on them suddenly, as labour 
pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.” (5: 1-3)   

 
A burglar does not make an appointment to rob your belongings – that 
would be absurd!  And, although you may have an estimated time of 
arrival for your baby, that infant often hasn‟t read the script!  In the 
same way, God alone knows the length of our days or when He plans to 
send Jesus Christ back to this world to set up His eternal Kingdom.  So, 
what‟s the sense of worrying about these things, since you cannot add a 
single day to your life?  Nor can you predict with accuracy His Second 
Coming (though many have tried to do just that and fallen foul). 
 
Did you know that 1 out of every 30 verses in the New Testament 
concerns itself with the Second Coming of Jesus Christ?  Remarkable, 
isn‟t it?  But, does this mean we are to allow ourselves to be 
preoccupied by such things?  Definitely not!  So, what is Paul teaching 
about a right attitude to these things? 
 
During his 1960 presidential campaign, John F. Kennedy often closed 
his speeches with the story of Colonel Davenport, the Speaker of the 
Connecticut House of Representatives.  On May 19th, 1780 the sky of 
Hartford darkened ominously, and some of the representatives, 
glancing out the windows, feared the end was at hand. Quelling a 
clamour for immediate adjournment, Davenport rose and said, “The 
Day of Judgment is either approaching or it is not.  If it is not, there is 
no cause for adjournment.  If it is, I choose to be found doing my duty. 
Therefore, I wish that candles be brought.”  
 
Rather than fear what is to come, we are to be faithful until Christ 
comes!  He calls us to be lights in the world as we watch and wait. 
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Paul writes: “You are all sons of the light and sons of the 
day...so then, let us be alert and self-controlled...putting on 
faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as 
a helmet  (echoes of Ephesians 6).  For God did not appoint us to 
suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (v5-6 & v8-9)  Did you hear that?  “Salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ...”  That is the key to Paul‟s level of assurance. 
 

On the night of April 8, 1871, evangelist D.L. Moody preached to his 
largest Chicago audience ever on the topic, “What then shall I do with 
Jesus?” At the end of his sermon, Moody urged everyone present to 
return in one week with a response--to follow Jesus Christ or not.  But, 
as the audience left the meeting hall, fire bells were ringing throughout 
the city. The Great Chicago Fire had begun, the hall was destroyed, and 
the following week there was no meeting.  For the rest of his life, 
Moody regretted not giving an invitation to receive Christ that very 
night. Some of the people in his audience died in the fire, and that night 
may have been their last chance.  Chicago and Moody were caught off 
guard by the fire. Christ's Second Coming will also be unexpected.  This 
is why, rather than procrastinate, we must always seize the day. 

 
In conclusion, and leading into our celebration of Holy Communion, let 
me say this; many things arise unexpectedly in this life, they shock and 
shake us but, ultimately, they will not defeat us as long as we put our 
trust in the eternal purposes of Christ.  I return to the bold statement 
from 2nd Corinthians, which I quoted earlier; Fix your eyes “not on 
what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 
 
At the Table of our Lord, we can see and touch and taste and smell the 
elements of bread and wine.  But, these are merely symbols that point 
us beyond themselves to a deeper and more tangible reality – the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Furthermore, this earthly 
celebration speaks to us about the feast it prefigures; sharing with 
those whom we love in Heaven around the banqueting table of our God. 
 
We may not know WHEN it will happen, but we know THAT it will 
happen, when Christ calls us home or comes again in glory!  AMEN. 
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Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 13th June 2010  1st Thessalonians 5: 12-28 

 
It was around 10 years ago now that I did some training in 
counselling.  At that time, one of the things I learned was the 
importance of the final moments in any conversation.  In a 
hospital setting and when visiting people‟s homes, I have often 
found that, when I get up to leave, all of a sudden the person 
becomes animated and asks a question, or makes an interesting 
and revealing statement.  It‟s almost as if they see it as their last 
chance for a while to share something of importance with another 
human being.  I try, therefore, to remain alert to this and give 
time and attention to the issues raised.  Watch out for it in your 
own conversations; I guarantee it will happen at some point, and 
it may just be your opportunity to reassure the person involved 
and to serve God through listening carefully to what they share 
about themselves and their situation. 
 
I raise this issue because there is a real sense of it here in the 
closing verses of Paul‟s first letter to the Thessalonians.  He 
began, in chapter 1, by praising the believers for their hard work 
and endurance; commending also their faith, love and hope as 
exemplary to all who wish to follow Jesus Christ.  In chapter 2, he 
acknowledged the opposition they faced and encouraged them to 
persevere despite this.  In sending Timothy as his personal envoy 
in chapter 3, the apostle was determined to support them in their 
time of trouble; as any good parent would a child whom they 
loved.  Then, in chapter 4, he challenged them to set aside all 
selfish and false motives and, more and more (remember that 
important phrase?), to live a life that pleases God.  In the latter 
part of that chapter and the early verses of chapter 5, he then 
reminds them that the Lord has promised to return again, and 
teaches that they ought to treat each day as a gift from God and to 
serve Christ faithfully in it. 
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In comparison, what follows in the verses that end the letter 
almost seem like a list of stuff that didn‟t quite fit in anywhere 
else, but which are things he wanted to say before signing-off.  I 
don‟t know if you‟ve had this experience, but it‟s a bit like being 
ready to head out of the door to do your weekly shopping when 
several voices (usually, those of your children and spouse) 
combine to offer a list of sundry items, as yet unmentioned, but 
essential (it would seem, to them, at least)!!!  Well, let‟s have a 
look at this last-minute.com of apostolic instructions. 
 
“...respect those who work hard among you...” (v12)  
“...Live in peace with each other...” (v13)  “...warn those 
who are idle, encourage those who are timid, help the 
weak, be patient with everyone.” (v14)  “Make sure that 
nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to 
be kind to each other and to everyone else.” (v15) 
 
At first, this group of verses seems like a disparate list.  However, 
on closer inspection, it is plain that the common 
denominator is PEOPLE, and how we treat them.   
 
Is this not the very heart of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?  In fact, 
when you extract the main words and focus upon them, it is 
almost like a re-statement of the fruit of the Holy Spirit, which 
Paul lists for us in another of his epistles – Galatians 5: 
respect.........industriousness........peace........encouragement........
helping......patience......justice......kindness.  It‟s not precisely the 
same as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control; but, it‟s not too 
dissimilar either!!! 
 
What Paul is emphasising is that, after all his teaching in this 
letter, the evidence of their faith in Christ will be a changed life; 
and, that is seen in how they treat those around them, in the 
church and community! 
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Likewise, the next group of verses also seems, initially, to be 
unrelated in any tangible way: “Be joyful always; pray 
continually; give thanks in all circumstances...” (v16-18)  
“Do not put out the Spirit‟s fire; do not treat prophecies 
with contempt.  Test everything.  Hold on to the good.  
Avoid every kind of evil.  May God Himself, the God of 
peace, sanctify you through and through...”  (v19-23a) 
 
However, as with the first pericope, a theme clearly emerges 
when placed under our spiritual microscope.  Paul is encouraging 
the Thessalonians to think deeply about HOW they relate to 
GOD!  It‟s about PRAYER and PRAISE (giving thanks); it 
concerns ZEAL for Christ and His WORD (prophecy); it 
speaks of EMBRACING GOOD and REJECTING EVIL, 
living in PEACE, seeking HOLINESS. 
 
In this way, Paul is trying to recall the Thessalonians to 
the core of Christ’s teaching about loving God with 
“heart and soul, mind and strength; and loving our 
neighbour as we love ourselves!”  In a sense, he is also re-
stating the substance of what he has already said 
throughout this letter.  In other words, he is repeating 
himself; as preachers are wont to do.   
 
When I was training for ministry, the advice I was given about 
sermon construction was simple (which is just as well, because so 
am I.)  – “Tell them what you‟re going to say 
(introduction) – tell them what you want to say (three 
sermon points, usually) – tell them what you have said 
(conclusion/summing up).” 
 
Jesus of Nazareth was not only one of the best communicators of 
His generation, but probably of all time.  And, on several 
occasions, we find Him using repetition to make a point well and 
strongly.  It seems that Paul is following suit in this letter. 
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Therefore, what the apostle is stressing in his second sermon 
point is the necessity to get right with God and to stay 
right with God! 
 
So far, so good – we have two of the three requisite points, which 
make up any competent sermon.  What about the third?  Well, 
actually, if you look very closely at the closing words of this letter, 
you will pick up really easily on that final point: “Greet all the 
brothers with a holy kiss.” (v26)  “The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you.” (v 28) 
 
The first is a challenge to those who are not so demonstrative, the 
second a rebuke to those who prefer self-dependence!  When 
taken together, both (once more) emphasise the 
complementary nature of the practical and spiritual 
elements in Paul’s teaching. 
 
Without the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ at work within us, 
greeting fellow believers (with a holy kiss, or not) is not the 
easiest thing in the world – we may be members of the one 
church, but that does not mean we agree on everything!  
However, the corollary is also true; it is when we set selfishness 
aside and go out of our way to embrace someone (figuratively or 
literally) with whom we disagree, that the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ abounds in the world.  One feeds off of the other, and vice 
versa.  And, quite simply, that is the way of life Paul was 
exhorting the Thessalonian Christians to embrace, for it is a 
lifestyle that honours God and reflects the practice of Christ. 
 
I began this series of sermons by telling you how young in the 
faith and under pressure were the disciples in Thessalonica.  
There are some here who fit that description and would do well to 
adhere to the same principles.  However, whether you‟re in that 
situation or are a mature believer who feels you are presently on 
easy street, the same applies – you and I need the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ if we are to be effective in our living for Him. 
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Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 20th June 2010 2nd Thessalonians 1: 1-12 

The summer is often a time in the world of cinema, which is filled 
with sequels.  When a format has been proved successful, it seems 
just too tempting for the Hollywood studios not to have another 
go.  As a result, we end up with Spiderman 1, 2 and 3; Indiana 
Jones 1, 2, 3 and 4; and, this summer, the long-awaited, Shrek 4. 
Of course, one aspect of follow-ups films, which people enjoy is 
familiarity with the same characters and general circumstances of 
the original film.  In some ways, Paul's second letter to the 
Thessalonians is like a sequel. We have the same author, the same 
recipients, and roughly the same themes.  
 
Most scholars believe that this second letter to the Thessalonians 
was written very soon after the first one; possibly even just a 
month or so later. But, ironically, some critics dismiss Pauline 
authorship, suggesting that it's too similar to the initial epistle – 
how strange!!!  Really, none of the arguments for a different 
writer is compelling, and it is most probable that Paul, aware of 
lingering misconceptions in the church, especially concerning the 
Day of the Lord, sought to clear these up once and for all. 

The opening part of today's passage is nearly identical to that 
found in his first letter. With no change in the sender or 
recipients, there was no need to alter the letter's opening format.  
However, the greeting, “grace and peace,” has been strengthened 
with the addition of the words, “from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  I would suggest that this new phrase cuts 
right to the heart of what the apostle is trying to stress as 
important at this time.  It would appear that, since penning his 
first letter, the oppression and persecution faced by the young 
believers in Thessalonica had escalated and they felt under 
increasing pressure.  Paul‟s antidote to this is a message we would 
do well to take on board also – it is an affirmation of their 
belonging to God and of each one being useful to Him. 
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The 1961 baseball season wound down with the San Francisco 
Giants in a fight for the National League pennant. When the team 
hit the road, holding a slim lead, the Mayor of San Francisco sent 
a telegram expressing the city's pride in the Giants.  However, the 
team blew their lead and, ultimately, the championship.  This 
prompted a second message from the Mayor's office: "Disregard 
previous wire!"  Well, you won't find any such compromise in 
Paul's second letter to the Thessalonians. There was no need for 
it. The youthful church in this great gentile city was exemplary. 

So, why did Paul pen another letter to this church so quickly after 
they received his first offering? Well, second Thessalonians 
contains all the clues we need to answer that question.  His main 
goal in writing was to correct misinformation which the church 
had received about Christ's coming and the events that will 
precede it.  But, he also needed to deal more sternly with those 
who were idle in the church, since the warning in his first letter 
(1st Thess. 5:14) apparently hadn't solved the problem. 

So, let‟s make a start towards listening to what God is saying 
through this letter.  First time around, I pointed out how Paul had 
encouraged the young believers by drawing attention to the faith, 
love and hope that underpinned their hard-work, enthusiasm and 
perseverance.  However, while in verse 3 of today‟s text, he 
rejoices in the growth of their faith and love, where is their hope? 

Strangely, the word, “hope,” is omitted; and, that is not without 
significance.  Hope is crucial; yet we understand so little about it.   

Eugene Land was a self-made millionaire who greatly changed the 
lives of a sixth-grade class in East Harlem. Mr. Land had been 
asked to speak to a class of 59 children. What could he say to 
inspire these students, most of whom would drop out of school? 
He wondered how he could get these predominantly African 
American and Puerto Rican children even to look at him. 
Scrapping his notes, he decided to speak to them from his heart.  
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"Stay in school," he admonished, "and I'll pay the college tuition 
for every one of you." At that moment the lives of these students 
changed.  One child said, "I had something to look forward to, 
something waiting for me. It was a golden feeling."  Years later, 
a surprise to their teachers and a lesson for everyone, nearly 90 
percent of that class went on to graduate from high school.  
Clearly, what kept these youngsters‟ heads up when things were 
tough was hope for the future!  Now, if that‟s the kind of hope 
that can be instilled in people through a human, earthly promise, 
how much more so ought we to have our hope kindled by God?  
We, too, have something good to look forward to in the future.  In 
fact, it‟s not just good, but perfect!  That is why Paul, in verses 5b-
7, encourages the hearts of those believers in Thessalonica and 
paints a picture of the future for them in primary colours: “...you 
will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you 
are suffering.  God is just: He will pay back trouble to those 
who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and 
to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful 

angels.”  Notice, he does not deny or diminish their suffering; he 
focuses their attention on God – His being and actions.  “God is 
just...He will pay back trouble...and give relief...” 

This brings to mind the story of two farmers.  One was a Christian 
and the other an atheist.  When harvest came, the latter taunted 
his believing neighbour because apparently God had not blessed 
him too much.  The atheist‟s family had not been sick, his fields 
produced a bumper crop and he was set to make a lot of money.  
“I thought you said that it paid to believe in God and be a 
Christian,” said the atheist.  “Oh, it does,” replied the believer, 
“but God doesn‟t always pay His people in September!”    

Listen, the ways of the Kingdom of God are not the ways of the 
world.  Some would have us believe that to be a Christian is 
somehow a guarantee of blessing here and now.  Rubbish!  
Actually, the opposite is often true – an easy life can lead to a 
very shallow faith!   
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Let‟s face it, if all is well, who do you need turn to except yourself?   

In stark contrast, some of the most challenging events in human 
history have been the very things, which have brought eternal 
qualities to the fore.   

During the Thirty Years' War in the 17th century, a German 
pastor, Paul Gerhardt, and his family were forced to flee from 
their home. One night, as they stayed in a small village inn, 
homeless and afraid, his wife broke down and cried openly in 
despair. To comfort her, Gerhardt reminded her of the Scripture 
promises about God's provision. Then, going out into the garden 
to be alone, he too broke down and wept. He felt he had come to 
his darkest hour.  However, soon afterwards, Gerhardt felt the 
burden lifted and sensed anew the Lord's presence. Taking his 
pen, he wrote a hymn that has brought comfort to many. "Give to 
the winds thy fears; hope, and be undismayed; God hears thy 
sighs and counts thy tears; God shall lift up thy head. Through 
waves and clouds and storms, He gently clears thy way. Wait 
thou His time, so shall this night soon end in joyous day." 

It is often in our darkest days that God makes His presence 
known most clearly. He uses our sufferings and troubles to show 
us that He (not us) is our true source of strength.  And, when we 
see this truth, like Pastor Gerhardt, we receive new hope.  

Are you facing a great trial? Take heart. Put yourself in God's 
hands. Wait for His timing, and He will give you a "song in the 
night."   The final two stanzas of that same hymn are worth 
learning off by heart: “Thou see‟st our weakness, Lord; our 
hearts are known to Thee.  O, lift Thou up the sinking hand, 
confirm the feeble knee!  Let us in life, in death, Thy steadfast 
truth declare, and publish with our latest breath Thy love and 
guardian care.” 

Grace and peace to all of you this day from God the 
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ! 
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Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 27th June 2010 2nd Thessalonians 2: 1-12 

I don‟t know if it‟s the weather or time of year, but I‟ve experienced a 
few odd things recently.  Last Sunday I told you about the young 
woman who whispered, “I love you, honey!” as she looked at me across 
the supermarket aisle.  It turned out she was using a Bluetooth earpiece 
with her mobile „phone!  However, what happened the other Friday 
night was even more bizarre.  Around 10:30pm, I was aware of a loud 
and persistent noise in Pollock Street.  Looking out the Manse window I 
saw a guy, with no protective helmet or goggles, up a scaffold and 
cutting bricks out of the TSB wall – yes, you heard me, making a hole in 
the Bank wall.  Naturally curious, and wanting to get to sleep, I went 
across and enquired as to when he would be finishing up?  I also 
pointed out that the whole thing didn‟t look too safe!  It troubled me 
that there was another guy watching from a distance (a lookout?), and a 
light on inside the Bank (a thief?).  All I needed was to see a bag 
labelled “SWAG” to confirm my suspicions!  What did I do?  I called the 
Police!  Thirty seconds later, nee-naw, nee-naw!  Next morning, all was 
well, and the TSB had a new metal grill on that wall; presumably for air 
conditioning in the hot weather!  Who ever said life in a Manse is dull?  
Watch this space – and keep a weather eye on the TSB‟s metal grill. 
 
Misunderstandings occur - things that we say and do in everyday life 
are sometimes misconstrued.  What you are hearing at any moment is 
not always what I think I‟m saying to you!  This was the problem faced 
by Paul and the Thessalonian church.  Although he spoke and wrote 
Greek well, as did they (not surprising, since they lived in a Greek city), 
you could be forgiven for thinking that he wrote his first letter in some 
weird and unknown dialect.  In fact, that is, as we discovered last week, 
along with his desire to encourage these young believers to put their 
hope in the Lord, Paul‟s motivation for penning this second letter.  He 
wrote to clear up what had been misunderstood: “Concerning the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to 
Him, we ask you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or 
alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to 
have come from us, saying that the Day of the Lord has 
already come.” (v 1-2)  It appears that the rumour-mill of the first-
century church was no less active (and no more helpful) than today! 
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Plainly, the message going round the church at Thessalonica was that 
the Second Coming of Christ had already occurred and, presumably, 
that they had been left behind!  This was utterly wrong.  Therefore, Paul 
spent a while explaining to them the signs that would precede the end.   
 
To fully comprehend what is termed “eschatology,” you need a good 
grasp of the books of Daniel and Revelation.  Both of these contain 
language and imagery that is metaphysical and apocalyptic and are not 
easily interpreted.  So, this chapter is a kind of mini-introduction to the 
subject.  The apostle teaches us three main things: 
 

1. RAPTURE of the church (v 1 & 6-7) 
2. REVELATION of the anti-Christ (v 3-5 & 9-10) 
3. RETURN of the Christ (v 1 & 8) 

 
RAPTURE is not a word we use very often in day to day modern chit-
chat.  Neither is it a term which is actually used (as far as I am aware) 
directly in scripture.  But, it is commonly employed in church circles to 
describe the time when believers will be caught up “in the twinkling of 
an eye” to meet the Lord and be welcomed into Heaven.  In fact, that 
very scenario is outlined at the end of chapter four of 1st Thessalonians.   
 
While on a South Pole expedition, British explorer Sir Ernest 
Shackleton left a few men on Elephant Island, promising that he would 
come back for them. Later, when he tried to return, huge icebergs 
blocked his way. Then, suddenly, as if by a miracle, a gap opened up in 
the ice and Shackleton was able to get through. His men, ready and 
waiting, quickly scrambled aboard. No sooner had the ship cleared the 
island than the ice crashed together behind them. Contemplating their 
narrow escape, the explorer said to his men, "It was fortunate you 
were all packed and ready to go!" They replied, "We never gave up 
hope. Whenever the sea was clear of ice, we rolled up our sleeping 
bags and reminded each other, 'The boss may come today.'" 
 
It seems to me that this story about Shackleton and his men is a good 
image of the rapture Jesus has promised His followers.  And, it was this 
very thing Paul was exhorting the Thessalonian believers to trust in 
whilst all sorts of false rumours were circulating about their having 
missed the Gospel train! 
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However, this passage in chapter 2 goes beyond the rapture to focus on 
the REVELATION of anti-Christ.  This individual is described in 
various terms – not one of them flattering – “...the man of 
lawlessness...doomed to destruction...in accordance with 
the work of satan...a deceiver...” 
 
Through the years, many have tried to identify precisely who this 
person is, naming certain world leaders as candidates.  It is not my 
place (nor yours) to suggest exactly who this might be.  But, we are 
expected to look for the signs of his coming and working in the world.  
By the way, the term “anti-Christ” is used only in 1st John (2:18 & 22 
and 4:3) and 2nd John (7). 
 
This is someone who will set himself up in the place of Christ, receiving 
the worship He alone is due (2 Thess. 2: 4) and actively encouraging 
people to sin.  However, before you run away with the idea that he will 
be an obvious mass-murderer type, let me point out that his activity on 
behalf of satan and the kingdom of darkness will be much more subtle 
than that.  Initially, he will look authentic, even performing miracles, 
signs and wonders (2 Thess. 2: 9b).  He will set himself up in the very 
Temple of God (2 Thess. 2: 4) and proclaim himself to be God.  He will 
unite the nations and, possibly, even all of the world‟s religions for a 
period of time.  The book of Revelation (6: 1-2) describes him as a 
peacemaker, and the book of Daniel (9: 24-27) as a protector.  It is 
widely thought that he will be the person who is able to solve the 
present crisis in the Middle East.  But, he will also, in time, become a 
persecutor of God‟s people (Revelation 13: 15-17).   
 
It‟s not a pretty picture, is it?  In some ways, you can understand why 
the believers at Thessalonica were troubled!  They thought they‟d been 
left behind; that the rapture had come and they had been missed.  Now, 
they believed they would have to face the full wrath of anti-Christ as he 
set forth on his reign over planet earth, pursuing all of those who 
worshipped and served the true and living Christ.  But, Paul assured 
them, the rapture had not already come, neither would they (or we) 
have to endure the rule of anti-Christ, for that would come after they 
had been taken up to be with the Lord.  Also, as the apostle makes clear 
in his final point, the RETURN of Jesus Christ, the true Prince of 
Peace, will put paid to the kingdom of darkness for ever. 
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While the rapture is a quiet and private event, the return of Jesus 
Christ to earth in order to defeat satan and his legions will be a public 
and powerful matter, which every eye will see and witness.  Paul 
describes it thus: “And then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of His 
mouth...” (v8)  Did you hear that?  How will Jesus defeat the anti-
Christ?  “...with the breath of His mouth...” 
 
What do you think is the weakest part of your physical being?  Is it your 
pinkie-finger, or the fluttering of an eyelash, or your little toe?  Well, 
each of these is not especially strong; but, surely, the weakest thing in 
your body is the breath that comes from your mouth (unless, that is, 
you have a bad case of halitosis!)  The message is clear – no matter how 
strong the devil‟s power, it is nothing compared with the breath of God.  
But, there is another thing Paul says: “...the lawless one will 
be...destroy(ed) by the splendour of His (Christ‟s) coming...”  
The very presence of Jesus Christ is enough to see off the devil – His 
glory and majesty, His grandeur and holiness, are all-powerful – 
nothing of wickedness can stand for any length of time against Him. 
 

It was Christmas Eve, 1875, and Ira Sankey was travelling on a 
Delaware River steamboat when he was recognized by some of the 
passengers. He was the song leader for the famous evangelist, D. L. 
Moody. They asked him to sing one of his own hymns, but Sankey 
chose to sing, "Saviour like a Shepherd lead us."  One of the stanzas 
began, "We are Thine; do Thou befriend us. Be the Guardian of our 
way."  When he finished, a man stepped from the shadows and asked, 
"Did you ever serve in the Union Army?"  "Yes," replied Sankey, "in the 
spring of 1860." "Can you remember if you were doing guard duty on 
a bright, moonlit night in 1862?" "Yes," came the reply.  "So did I, but I 
was in the Confederate army. When I saw you standing at your post, I 
lifted my musket and took aim from the shadows. At that instant, just 
as a moment ago, you raised your eyes to heaven and began to sing 
that same song. Those words stirred up memories. I began to think of 
my childhood and my God-fearing mother, who had sung that song to 
me. When you finished, it was impossible for me to take aim again. I 
thought, 'The Lord who is able to save that man from certain death 
must surely be great and mighty.'"   He was then, and He is now! 
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Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 4th July 2010 2nd Thessalonians 2:13 – 3:5 

After my supermarket story and that tale about the TSB, you‟ll be 
wondering how my week has gone!?!  Truth to tell, there have been no 
unusual events at the Manse in the past seven days (Aaawww!).  
However, I did have an interesting telephone conversation with one of 
our members whom I recently visited in Hospital. He commented that 
after I left, the man in the next bed said, “I didn‟t know you were a 
Catholic!”  “I‟m not,” replied our guy.  “So, who was the chap wearing 
the dog collar that you called Paddy?”  Our man, who had been in the 
services, explained that he called me, “Padre, not PADDY!”    
 
It would appear that some words and ways of speaking are easier to 
interpret than others!  Certainly, after the past couple of weeks when 
we have sojourned into the territory of bible prophecy on the end-
times, it is refreshing to get back to matters of a more practical and 
direct dimension.  In the passage before us today, Paul takes some time 
to encourage the believers in Thessalonica.  In the space of only ten 
verses, he uses the word, “brothers,” three times.  This is his way of 
identifying with them; in essence, he is saying, “We‟re in this together!” 
 
Still, concerned about their fears for the future, the apostle very 
deliberately and carefully explains to them the wonderful and 
privileged position they have as believers in our Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
following four characteristics offer stability to the Christian, which 
cannot be found anywhere else in our world.  They are like the legs of a 
familiar and reliable chair; if one is missing, or somehow compromised, 
there is always a concern you will fall over and hurt yourself.  
 
CHOSEN  
“...we ought always to thank God for you, brothers, loved by the Lord, 
because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.” (2:13) 

The story is told of a group of theologians who were discussing the 
tension between predestination and free will. Things became so heated 
that the group broke up into two opposing factions.  One man, not 
knowing which group to join, stood for a moment trying to decide.  At 
last, he joined the predestination group. "Who sent you here?" they 
asked. "No one sent me," he replied. "I came of my own free will." 
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"Free will!" they exclaimed. "You can't join us! You belong with the 
other group!"  So, he followed their orders and went to the other clique 
where someone asked, "When did you decide to join us?" The young 
man replied, "Well, I didn't really decide--I was sent here." "Sent 
here!" they shouted. "You can't join us unless you have decided to do so 
by your own free will!" 

It‟s a bit of a muddle, isn‟t it?  So, how can we make sense of it all?  
Well, Paul wrote, “...from the beginning God chose you to be saved...”  
Now, that makes it sound as if there is no choice in the matter.  
However, the full text is important; “...from the beginning God chose 
you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and 
through belief in the truth.”  Both of these things are important – 
God plays His part and so must we! 

 
CALLED  
“He called you to this through our gospel that you might share in the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings 
(traditions) we passed on to you...” (2: 14-15) 
 

Not only does God choose us, but He calls us.  This is, of course, 
reminiscent of the Gospel stories whereby Jesus invites those first 
disciples, “Follow Me.”  In fact, it is a phrase used by Christ no less than 
thirty times in the course of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John!  Jesus 
called people to Himself; to obedience, to love and to service. 
 
Likewise, Paul is affirming the Thessalonians are called (as are we). 
 called to “share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ...”   
 called to “stand firm...” 
 called to “hold to the teachings (traditions)...passed on...” 

 
Paul is speaking about the Gospel message, which is given to us, as if it 
were a deposit made in a bank account.  And, just as the staff in a bank 
are charged with the responsibility of looking after our cash, we are 
“called” to guard the deposit of truth we have in Christ, handing it on, 
unsullied, to succeeding generations.  That is truly the glory of God in 
Christ Jesus; that He calls us to share in the work of His Kingdom. 
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Last week, in our study of end-times theology, we encountered teaching 
about the one called anti-Christ.  It is plain that he poses a threat, if not 
unassailable, to the church.  However, the danger of departing from the 
truths to which we have held fast for centuries is no less present and 
that is what Paul is emphasising in this part of 2nd Thessalonians.  The 
hymn we have just sung, “He who would valiant be...”, uses the 
imagery of Bunyan‟s great literary work, „Pilgrim‟s Progress,‟ to remind 
us of the spiritual battle in which we are called to be soldiers of Christ! 
 
COMFORTED  
“May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, Who loved us and 
by His grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your 
hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.” (2: 16-17) “The Lord 
is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” (3:3) 
 

Once, during Queen Victoria's long reign over our nation, she heard 
that the wife of a Palace labourer had lost her baby.  Having 
experienced deep sorrow herself, Victoria felt moved to express her 
sympathy. So, she called on the bereaved woman one day and spent 
some time with her.  After she left, the neighbours asked what the 
queen had said. "Nothing," replied the grieving mother, "she simply put 
her hands on mine, and we silently wept together." 
 
Forgiveness, salvation and eternal life apart, the greatest gift God has 
given us in Christ is His presence.  It was that closeness of Queen 
Victoria to her subject at a time of mourning, which communicated 
compassion to the woman.  Similarly, it is the knowledge that God 
promises to be always present with us, which keeps us going in 
challenging circumstances.  And, what a promise we have in verse 3 of 
chapter 3 – “The Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect 
you from the evil one.”  Just as a loving parent would do anything to 
care for their offspring, our Father in Heaven is there for His children. 
 
 
CONFIDENT  
“We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do 
the things we command.  May the Lord direct your hearts into God‟s love and 
Christ‟s perseverance.” (3: 4-5) 
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John Singer Sargent was the most celebrated portrait painter of the 
Edwardian age.  A gifted artist, he enjoyed great success in the UK, 
across Europe and in America.  Sargent once painted a panel of roses 
that was highly praised by critics.  It was a small picture, but it 
approached perfection.  Although offered a high price for it on many 
occasions, he refused to sell it as he considered it his very best work.  
Whenever he was deeply discouraged and doubtful of his abilities as an 
artist, he would look at it and remind himself, "I painted that."  As a 
result, confidence in his own ability would come back to him.  
 
In like manner, when we are tempted to doubt that God has any active 
interest in our situation, we must think about Christ – His life and 
ministry, death and resurrection – for, in doing so, our confidence that 
all will be well, shall rise again.  It is inevitable that, as Christians, we 
will meet opposition – after all, we are moving in the totally opposite 
direction to the ways of the world, so there‟s bound to be friction.  But, 
we can be confident that God will not leave us alone, nor let us down. 
 
It could not have been easy to be a Christian in the early church at 
Thessalonica – young in the faith, living in the midst of a pagan society, 
targeted by those who opposed them, persecuted cruelly for their 
beliefs, divided amongst themselves as to exactly what the future held.  
Paul‟s letters must have literally been a godsend as he attempted to lift 
their eyes above the immediate to that which is eternal and lasting.   
 
The apostle knew (as did God Who inspired him to write these words) 
that these believers needed to be reminded of how they were CHOSEN 
and CALLED by the Lord.  But, they were also crying out for 
COMFORT in the face of trouble and CONFIDENCE to go on 
through faith in Jesus Christ.  The more things change, the more they 
stay the same.  Do we not also need these assurances?  Of course we do. 
 
The final word in this passage – “perseverance” – is the key to finishing 
the race of life, faith intact.  Such a thing is expressed best in a 
comment I read this past week:  
 
“Postage stamps are getting more expensive, but at least they 
retain one attribute most of us would do well to emulate - 
they stick to one thing until they get there.” 
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Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church : Motherwell 
Sunday 11th July 2010 2nd Thessalonians 3: 6-18 

Here‟s a bit of a test for you.  When you‟re on holiday, have any of you 
ever seen someone lying flat out on a sun-lounger with a sign above 
their head that says, “I‟d rather be at work!”?  Do you recall ever seeing 
a sticker on a car window that says, “Thank God it‟s Monday!”?  Not 
very likely, is it?  Just as you would be surprised to hear somebody on 
their death bed say, “I wish I‟d spent more time at the office!”   
Perhaps some folk like their work as much as that.  But, on the whole, 
in the modern world, we work to live rather than live to work. 
 
I have begun my talk in this way today because, in his closing remarks 
to the Thessalonians, Paul writes about this whole matter of work, as 
well as about right and wrong attitudes to it: “In the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away 
from every brother who is idle and does not live according to 
the teaching you received from us.” (3:6) 
 
The first thing I‟ll say about this is that it seems like a strange leap into 
a subject that, at first, appears unrelated to what has gone before.  
Much of this 2nd letter to the believers in Thessalonica has concerned 
itself with the circumstances surrounding the Second Coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  So, why does the apostle now direct his attention to 
the world of work?  Well, it is simply to address a problem that has 
arisen out of a wrong understanding of end-times theology.  You see, 
because they were expecting Jesus Christ to come again, and soon, 
some were teaching that the church should just sit around and wait; 
that there was no real point in carrying on with everyday duties!  But, 
Paul was accusing them of using this as a pretext for abject laziness.   
 
Jesus, Himself, taught, “...as long as it is day, we must do the work of 
Him Who sent Me.  Night is coming, when no-one can work.” (John 
9:4)  And, when you also grasp the background to this, you realise how 
offensive it was for Christians to be unproductive.  Jews believed (and 
still believe) in the dignity of honest toil.  Their attitude is summed up 
by a saying from the time: “He who does not teach his son a trade, 
teaches him to steal.”  Maybe now you can understand where Paul, who 
was a Jewish Rabbi, trained in the school of the Pharisees, and a tent-
maker to trade, laid such store on hard work? 
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So, you can begin to see where Paul gets his theology of work from, and 
why he goes so far as to say: “If a man will not work, he shall not 
eat.” (3:10)  But, before I leave this particular aspect of Paul‟s 
teaching, let me make something else plain.  The phrase “will not 
work” is crucial here to an accurate understanding.  God‟s word draws 
a distinction between those who choose not to work and those who are 
unable to work through no fault of their own.  People who are sick or 
elderly or facing other circumstances, which mean they are unable to 
work, ought to have the complete support of other believers.  In fact, on 
many occasions, scripture charges us with the responsibility of caring 
for those who are weak and in genuine need – that includes folk who 
are unable to work, but not those who are unwilling to do so!  And, 
when you think about it, that‟s one of the basic problems facing our 
present government – getting the balance right in the realm of 
employment and State benefits.  So, scripture is right up to date. 
 
Furthermore, when you dig down deep below the English translation to 
the original text of the Greek, things become clearer still.  The word 
translated as “idle” has two senses underlying it – a soldier who 
deserts his post and a truant who bunks off school.  Both images speak 
loudly of those who shirk responsibilities – those not willing to fight 
and toil for what they believe in, or submit themselves to learning and a 
higher authority.  So, this is not just about work, it concerns the Lord‟s 
work, the purpose of the church, the advancement of His Kingdom. 
 
Ask yourself the question, “What have I done recently to take forward 
the things of God in this church and community?”  When was the last 
time you gave of yourself – your time, your talents?  Or, has it become 
too easy to go A.W.O.L. (absent without leave) and expect someone else 
to carry the torch of faith?  One of the problems we face in the Scottish 
church is that too few do too much whilst too many sit back and do 
little or nothing.  I sometimes hear people say, “But, nobody asked me!”  
That might be right, but what‟s stopping you from using your initiative?  
There are always more things to be done if we just have imagination 
and dedication.  There is no better time than now to come forward and, 
through our Makeover Project, to work, serve and make a difference.  
We need to commit ourselves to build a church that will serve people 
for generations to come – our children and grandchildren, as well as 
those on the fringes, who will remain there unless we do something. 
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Let me return briefly to the first of my images of those Paul described 
as “idle.”  If a soldier deserts his post, not only is he showing personal 
cowardice, but he is also heaping the responsibility onto those who are 
still on the front line.  That‟s exactly what we do in the church when we 
neglect to follow our Captain‟s orders and be active in His service. 
 
But, let me also spend a moment having you consider my second image 
of idleness – that of truancy.  Now, I don‟t know if you ever bunked off 
school – you were probably too nice to do so.  I only remember doing it 
once and I ended up at “Jacob‟s Ladder” (a wee beauty spot not far 
from Law Village!)   Actually, after a few goes on the rope swing, I can 
recall being quite bored and wishing I was back at school (I know, what 
a saddo!!!)  However, the truth is, most pupils get up to no good when 
„dogging‟ school.  The same is true in our text for today.  Paul observes: 
“We hear that some among you are idle.  They are not busy; 
they are busybodies.” (3:11)” 
 
Here‟s what it says in my Thesaurus when I look up “busybody” – 
“eavesdropper, gossip, meddler, nosy parker, scandalmonger, 
snooper, stirrer, trouble-maker.”   
 
It‟s not a pretty picture, is it?  But, it is reminiscent of what I was saying 
about those who skip school - time on your hands leaves room for all 
sorts of stuff that is not wholesome. William Barclay has commented, 
and I can‟t disagree: “There may be greater sins in the world (than 
gossip), but none which does more damage to the church!”  Someone 
else has said, “Gossip is the most deadly microbe on our planet. It has 
neither legs nor wings. It is composed entirely of tales, and most of 
them have stings.” 
 

Alan Redpath is a preacher I heard more than once when we lived in 
Eyemouth.  He was a quiet and unassuming man, yet so capable.  Over 
the years, he wrote a great many books, helping to interpret the Bible in 
a very down-to-earth manner.  In his publication, „A passion for 
preaching,‟ Redpath wrote about how to combat gossip effectively: 

T (is it True?)  H (is it Helpful?)  I (is it Inspiring?)  N (is it Necessary?) K (is it Kind?) 

If what I am about to say does not pass those tests,  
I ought to remain silent. 
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Of course, the real antidote to idleness and to becoming a busybody is 
found in a phrase towards the end of 2nd Thessalonians:  “Now may 
the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times and in 
every way.  The Lord be with all of you.” (3:16) 
 
We all know that famous 3:16 of scripture in John‟s Gospel, but we 
would do well to learn this one also.  It speaks about the peace and the 
presence of the Lord.  When we have both, we are more likely to be 
active on His behalf in doing good deeds and less prone to pass on that 
juicy bit of news, which hurts a fellow human being!   
 
God‟s peace and presence give us an attitude Paul writes of elsewhere, 
“I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want.  I can do everything through Him Who 
gives me strength.”  (Philippians 4: 12-13) 
 
You see, the work is carried on in the strength of God, and the 
scandalising is stopped in that strength too.  So, while we wait on the 
glorious return of our Lord Jesus Christ (the main thrust of teaching in 
this letter to the Thessalonians), let‟s not become weary in well-doing. 
 
Have you noticed that God always calls those who are already busy? 
 
Think about it – Moses was caring for the flocks of his father-in-law; 
Joshua was already Moses‟ servant before he became Moses‟ successor; 
Gideon was threshing the wheat when God called him to lead His army; 
David was facing the dangers of tending sheep on the hillside; Andrew, 
Peter, James and John, were busy mending fishing nets when Jesus 
called;  Levi (Matthew) was sitting at his table gathering in Roman 
taxes; Saul of Tarsus was a Rabbi and tent-maker before encountering 
Christ on the Damascus Road; Lydia was a successful businesswoman 
and dealer in purple cloth.  Goodness me, Jesus was a skilled carpenter! 
 
You cannot escape the message here – God calls those who are already 
working, to do more work.  But, He also calls those who are doing little 
or nothing, to serve His purposes in the world; to get up, make a start 
and do something worthwhile, something lasting, something that will 
be worthy of the name Christian, bringing glory to Christ.  AMEN. 



 

 

- 44 - 

 

 


