Dalziel St. Andrew’s
Parish Church

KIRK
MATTERS

March 2018 - May 2018

Dates for
your Diary
Sunday 4th March 2018
Celebration of Holy Baptism (Ollie Lamont Mitchell)
during morning worship
Sunday 25th March 2018
Palm Sunday Praise at 11:00am + Messy Church at
3:30pm
HOLY WEEK 2018
Services will be held each evening from 7:00pm
Monday 26th March = Motherwell North Church
Tuesday 27th March = Crosshill Parish Church
Wednesday 28th March = St. Mary’s Parish Church
Thursday 29th March = Dalziel St. Andrew’s
Friday 30th March = Motherwell South Church

Congregational
Register
FUNERALS:
left this world, but not forgotten

Charlie Clark, Willie Thomson, Jim McAleese,
Taylor Drummond, Mary Swan, Roger Dunnachie,
May Chalmers, Susan Miller, June Adam,
Drew Grier, Billy Thomas, Brian Malloy
The Caring Heart (Henry Durbanville)
The supreme characteristic of courtesy is that thoughtfulness for others
which is the very heart of Christianity. Schools of etiquette produce it by
training, love does it by instinct.
Enlarge My Heart
Enlarge my heart to love You more,
When I am stumbling on the way;
Only the heart enlarged by You,
Runs to obey.

Friday 30th March 2018
Our sanctuary will be open from Noon until 3:00pm
on Good Friday
Sunday 1st April 2018
Holy Communion from 9:30am + All age worship
from 11:00am
Don’t be an “April Fool,” celebrate the resurrection!

Psalm 119, verse 32

Flower Calendar
March 4th
Christine Scott and
Elsie Bett
A.H.

March 11th
Helen Gibson
Charis Barr
Irene Macgregor

March 18th
Margaret Stewart
Elma Lory
Anne Kerr

March 25th
Betty Murray
Elizabeth Baxter
Flower Fund

April 8th
Marion Taylor
Morag Young
Flower Fund

April 15th
Rae Blagg
Margaret Anderson
Chris Wilson

April 1st
Effie Brant
Carole McKinley
Elizabeth Devlin
Helen Japp
April 22nd
Etta Warnock
Margaret Kells
Etta Thomson

April 29th
Anne Allan
Flower Fund
Cumming Family

May 6th
Sybil Miller
Linda Simpson
Cath Lilley
Chris Wilson
May 27th
Mary Colquhoun
Helen Thomas
Margaret Mair

Sunday 29th April 2018
Celebration of Holy Baptism (Casey Grace Logan)
during morning worship
Watch out every Sunday for worship services,
which are live-streamed and uploaded to YouTube.
A stream is provided especially for those who are
deaf or hard of hearing.

(In Memoriam)

(In Memoriam)

Thank you to everyone who kindly donate to the
flowers which beautify the sanctuary during worship.
If you would like to help in this so special outreach of
love please add your name to the Flower List (on the
wall outside the kitchen) or speak to Aileen Hamilton
or Rae Blagg. This involves donating towards the
cost of the flowers which both adorn our sanctuary
and then give support to so many when delivered to
homes after the service.

May 20th
Dorothy Arthur
Janette Black
Anne Brown

(In Memoriam)

May 13th
May Dudgeon
Eleanor Weir
Betty Graham
(In Memoriam)

June 3rd
Margaret Colquhoun
Lesley Walker
Susan Duncan
The Kerr Family
(In Memoriam)

June 10th
Anne Gillespie
Edith Ross
Cathie Hastie

June 17th
Irene Ormiston
Helen Lawson
Flower Fund

June 24th
Elizabeth Malloy
Anonymous
Donations

From the Manse...
Dear friends,

This year – 2018 – has been designated the “Year of Young People.” That seems to me like a really good thing to rejoice in at
any time.
Within the congregation of Dalziel St. Andrew’s, we certainly have so much to celebrate when it comes to the presence, gifts,
energy, enthusiasm and involvement of our children and young people. Through crèche, Sunday school, Fusion Bible class,
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Girls’ Brigade, Boys’ Brigade, Holiday Club and Messy Church, we are blessed to have contact
with hundreds of children and young people every single week of each new year. In addition, we are hugely indebted to the
leaders who so willingly support, pray for, and guide these young people towards a better understanding of the love of God
in Jesus Christ our Saviour.
If you do nothing else in 2018 to mark the “Year of Young People,” do take a moment at some point to say thanks to one of
these inspirational leaders, for the work they do is immensely important, not only for the future of our church, but the good
of our society.
Following consultation with some of our young people and their leaders, we hope to put in place a plan of how we can
celebrate the work they do, and extend it to others in the wider community. In the meantime, a visit to our main hall (perhaps
for a cuppa after Sunday worship) will reveal an awesome display, created during our most recent Messy Church event for
young families.
Finally, as we begin the journey to Jerusalem, marking Holy Week, giving thanks for Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross that first
Good Friday, and rejoicing on Easter Day over the empty tomb, may I wish you all (young AND old,
as well as those in-between) the peace and purpose of knowing and serving the risen Lord.

Kirk Session
Since the last issue of “Kirk Matters” the Kirk Session have met in November and December. The Moderator, Derek Hughes, paid
tribute to Frank Reford, a former Session Clerk, who sadly died.
In the reports received from the meetings of Hamilton Presbytery it was highlighted that a number of changes to charges
throughout the presbytery including the linkage of Motherwell North with Craigneuk Belhaven, three churches in Larkhall uniting
to form one charge and for charges in Strathaven, Glassford and Chapelton becoming one charge under the ministry of the Revd
Shaw Paterson, former assistant here. Presbytery have also advised that they are moving the Presbytery Offices from Orbiston
Street in Motherwell to Bothwell Road in Hamilton.
Each year, 2 Elders are appointed to visit the organisations within the church which gives the organisations to raise any concerns
they may have with the Kirk Session. So far we have received reports from the crèche, the choir and men’s club and the other
organisation reports will be received in the next few months.
Derek reported that Airdrie Cairnlea linked with Calderbank, where Derek has served as Interim Moderator over the last two and
a half years, have accepted the Revd Dr. Peter Donald as their new minister and his induction will take place in the near future.
Colin Weir has intimated that he is giving up as Webmaster for the Church Website and Dan Tudor will now take over. Anne
Brown has intimated to the Session that she is retiring as Sunday School Co-ordinator at the end of the session and this role will
be taken over by Lesley Angus. Willie Brown our Congregational Treasurer advised the Session that he will retire after 12 years’
service as treasurer in June this year. The Moderator thanked Colin, Anne and Willie for the dedicated work they have carried
out on behalf of the congregation.
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 8th February.
Helen Lawson, Session Clerk.

Finance Update
In the last Kirk Matters I advised of our financial situation and that we would be approximately £10,000 short in
our commitment to the Church of Scotland.
When reviewing the expenditure figures for the Annual Accounts for 2017 I did find that a capital purchase for
£3,000, which was agreed to come from Legacy monies, had been incorrectly allocated to revenue expenditure so
the more accurate shortfall for 2017 is £7,000.
We will pay off the shortfall by the end of March whilst making the normal monthly payments to Edinburgh – cash
flow permitting.
The £7,000 was made up by a reduction in offerings of £2,200, a reduction in hall lets of £2,000 and an increase in
fabric expenditure of £4,000. Taken together these give an £8,000 negative movement in our financial position.
We received an electricity refund of £800 and the Church Christmas Fayre generated £300 more than expected
therefore overall we were approximately £7,000 short.
Looking ahead it is estimated that unless there is a substantial change to our finances we will be in the region of
£10,000 short at the end of 2018, if we are to make our full contribution to the Church of Scotland.
The Congregational Board has already agreed to invest the majority of the legacies received from the late Miss Rita
Calder and the late Miss May McQueen with Church of Scotland Investments with the return on these investments
going towards General Finances. The capital sum invested will not be used for general purposes. The financial
return in 2018 on this investment will be in the region of £3,000.
This will leave an overall shortfall of around £7,000 for 2018 based on current levels of income and expenditure.
During 2017 income from members was £110,000 which means we require an increase of just over 6% in income
to balance the books.
The Congregational Board will continue to monitor levels of expenditure and make savings where possible.
There are several ways members can assist in increasing the Church’s income:
• By reviewing and increasing where possible their current level of giving.
• By giving by Standing Order.
• By giving by Giftaid if tax (Income tax and/or tax on savings) is paid. Giftaid enables a further 25% of
offerings to be reclaimed by way of a tax refund directly to the Church. Example: You donate £100 to the
Church – the Church claims Gift Aid to make your donation £125
• Standing Order and Giftaid Forms are available in front and rear vestibules of the Church.
For members’ information below is a letter sent to Hamilton Presbytery on behalf of the Congregational Board
detailing the main reasons why our finances have been deteriorating and we were not able to make the full
payments with the shortfall of £10,000 expected at the end of December 2017.

Letter to Hamilton Presbytery...
Ministry and Mission Allocation – Dalziel St Andrew’s Parish Church
I refer to our previous correspondence and the request of Presbytery for some more detail.
We are, of course, striving to meet our allocation each year but have found it impossible this year. The reasons we
have given before but it is worth repeating and expanding on these.
We have had a good look at the reasons for our income problems and the main areas are as follows;
1. Resistance to national policy of the church. Following the decision of the General Assembly regarding same sex
marriage we have had two members leave our congregation and a further 7 withdraw their free will offering support
in opposition to the decision. Having looked at the Income and Gift Aid reduction this decision has resulted in an
annual loss of £9,900 to our revenue.
2. We have lost 24 members through death this year. On a cumulative basis we have, over the past 5 years lost over 60
members by death with many being very good supporters of the congregation, including in relation to their offerings.
The age profile of our congregation suggests that this will be a continuing worry. We are, of course, always seeking
new members.
3. Our income from hall lets has dropped by around £2,500 this year. Having increased our income from around £4,000
to about £16,000, following our major upgrade of the property, we have not been able to sustain the higher level this
year. In part this is due to the Local Authority opening a new Community Centre within our parish and offering hires of
halls to groups free of charge.
4. We have incurred unavoidable property expenditure on an outbreak of dry rot (£2,500). Our suite of buildings is, as
you know, very large and requires significant sums in upkeep such as this eradication of rot.
5. We have incurred £2,000 in Water Rates and will do so again in 2018. This is due to receipt of legacies which put
our total income for the year over £200,000. Out normal total income is around £160,000 which is a level which would
avoid us paying this charge.
Each of the above areas is outwith our control and we realise that we are not going to be in a position to maintain our
historic level of M & M allocation.
We will clear our deficit in the first few months of 2018 and are also embarking again on an appeal to members to
increase giving. Our members have been and remain very supportive and have, on a net basis, made up some of the
shortfall we are experiencing as a result of item 1 above.
I know the Committee are aware of this from previous discussions but it should be noted that no direct financial
support is given to the Makeover Project (including the new window appeal), the Deaf Initiative or Befriend
Motherwell from our general finances, as these schemes are mainly grant- funded and are kept entirely separate from
our day-to-day finances.
In each of the last few years you will be aware that we have had to suspend our payments to Edinburgh to allow us
to work to make up the balance by the year end. This year, as a result of the above factors we are going to be around
£10,000 short. Our anticipation is that we will require to suspend our Standing Order even earlier in 2018 and realise
that, as a result of working to clear the deficit plus the factors outlined, we will be well short of our allocation target in
2018.
Realistically we are looking at a figure for 2018 of around £15,000 below our new allocation figure, as a target we may
be able to achieve.
Perhaps you can advise what we might do in these circumstances. Is there scope to reduce our M & M allocation by
this figure to provide us with a realistic chance of meeting a revised commitment in 2018?
Yours sincerely, Willie Brown, (Congregational Treasurer) – 17 December 2017

The Christmas Activities and Services
during December were enjoyed by all.
It’s always a happy and busy time of
year in the Sunday School Calendar.
Thank you to everyone who gave
donations of sweet treats and money.
The support given to us all year round
is very much appreciated.

Jonah have been studied.

2018 started in classes with lessons
from the Old Testament. Elisha and

Turning to the New Testament we thought about “who is
Jesus?” By looking at the passages Walking on Water, Feeding
the five thousand and Transfiguration.
The Easter story will be told by finding out about Gethsemane,
Peter’s denial, Cross and Tomb and Easter breakfast. Even with
well-known passages there is always something new to find out
about and enjoy.
On Palm Sunday 25th March we will bring Easter Eggs to be
given to Glasgow City Mission. It’s good to show God’s Love
and Promise by giving an Easter Egg as a symbol of this special
celebration of Easter.
Easter Sunday is on 1st April. This will be an All Age Service.
Children are asked to sit at the front with their family. Wear an
Easter Bonnet or Bunnet and join in the celebration.
April 8th and 15th the SS will be on holiday. The crèche will be
available.
Following Easter the exciting story of Daniel will be told in a
series of Lessons.
The Summer Sunday Holiday Club will be run throughout The
School Holidays each Sunday with an Emoji theme each Sunday.
More information on this in the `June edition of Kirk Matters.
Lesley Angus, a SS teacher in the beginners, is working in tandem
with me in the role of Sunday School and Fusion Coordinator
with the intention of taking over this role at the end of the
session in June. Thank you to Lesley for her willingness to take
on this role.
Between now and June there will be another two Messy
Church afternoons. The first of these will be on Palm Sunday
26th March. Remember to register in advance on the Church
website.
As always thank you for your continued prayer support for
Children and teachers and the many donations given to SS of
pennies.
Every blessing to all of the Church family this Easter time.
Anne Brown,
Sunday School and Fusion Coordinator

Girls’ Brigade
Well done to all the parents and girls as
our numbers held quite steady over the
poor weather recently. We cancelled
only one night, on police advice, to
ensure everyone’s safety.
After all the Christmas celebrations
of parties, more food, big red
visitor! and more food - it was good
to have the Seekers and Explorers out
at the cinema in Hamilton. They joined
the other companies one Saturday morning to
see the ‘My Little Pony’ film. Why did we all sit in the
back rows? All those stairs to run up and down every
time a few wanted the loo! OK it was exercise for us
Mid-January there was a Bowling competition on a
Monday night, for Brigaders. However was not a good
time for us as there were things on at school and exams/
tests that week and therefore we did not have a team to
enter, but Alexis and I went down to watch the games
and chat to other companies, as well as sort some dates
out about the national outings. This is because it is the
125th year of Girls’ Brigade in Scotland and there are
National events for every Company to enter; Brigader,
Junior and Explorer items also. As well as this we have
planned Divisional and Company celebrations around
the dates we had!
Protection is the area of our Focus for badge work at the
moment and we are visiting the Fire Station in March
and the Police will be talking to the girls on various
subjects to help try and keep them safe.
Recently we participated in Divisional Competition day
with 6 other companies. We entered teams from all
groups of girls and were delighted to receive 3 Runner
Up certificates.
There are more fun nights ahead for the girls, but none
as messy as the night they made slime - they enjoyed
the making, but not the cleaning up!
Again, thanks to all who support us, encouraging the girls
and officers who all give their time and talents freely. It
is very much appreciated..
Liz Bogle,
Captain.

Men’s Club Social Committee

The first half of our syllabus
concluded on the 19th December
with a visit to The Guild. It was
a lovely evening of carol singing,
with the men rendering two carols
without any problems, got the tunes
right this time Many thanks to The
Guild for providing the buffet.

The Social Committee would like to thank everyone who
supported the Christmas Fayre in December. A total of over
£3000 was raised for Church Funds.
The next event will be a Cupids Lunch to be held on Sunday 18th
February, 2018 after the morning service.
On Sunday 13th May we will hold the Annual Christian Aid Lunch.

Earlier in the year we had two local guest speakers,
Susan Boland spoke of her work within the
communities of Cumbernauld and Condorrat.
Rollo Brant spoke of his time in the army and how
he became a drummer instead of a piper. Rollo’s
“weel kent” humour filtered through some of the
difficulties of that time.

The Committee will again this year undertake the catering for the
Men’s Club Annual Scots Night and also help with the catering
for Messy Church.

With Bill Simpson’s magic, Mike Edwards’s reporting,
Alex Steele’s engineering, George Clyde’s referreeing
and Bob Copeland’s history we had a top class first
half to the session. Added to all of that we enjoyed
Christmas dinner at Wishaw Golf Club.

Prayer Groups

After the celebration of CHRISTmas we started back
with Christopher Kirk giving us an insight into The
Royal Marine Commandos, what an excellent start
to the second half, what a tough and rewarding
career to be involved in. This was followed with
Campbell Thomson talking about the influence of
The Lanarkshire Yeomanry during the First World
War, often referred to as The Great War.

Any other events will be notified in the Church Notices.
Janette Black
Social Convener

God is our refuge and
strength. A very present
help in trouble.
Psalm 46:1

Jim Percival spoke of the Isle of St Kilda, its residents
and their way of life without basic needs; made all
the more interesting with Jim having had a close
relative on the island.

The Prayer Groups will recommence on Monday 8 January @
7.30pm and Wednesday 10th @ 1pm in the Prayer Room. All are
most welcome to come along.
The Prayer Room, in the sanctuary, will still be open for use every
Sunday morning for private quiet time. All welcome.

So, gentlemen, if you are looking for something to
do on a Monday evening come along and enjoy the
fellowship. If you make it before our AGM you could
enjoy our legendary “three course meal”

Prayer Requests; if you would like us to pray for you or someone
you know please complete a prayer card and put it in the prayer
box at the front and rear church door or let us know via the
church website or contact the church office: telephone 01698
264097 or email: office@disa.org.uk

Douglas Graham, President
As we head into the New Year we have plans underway to
start a Musical afternoon time to help with those who have
dementia. This is well established now as a way of assisting
with Musical Memories Groups in several churches and other
locations. We plan to have C.D.’s plus occasional live musicians
with some refreshments available too.
If you would like to help make a difference for someone
experience isolation then please contact us either at the office or on one of our phone numbers.
Liz (07715655829) and Colin (07715655831)

The past few months have been busy ones for our
Brownies.
In November we visited Tesco in Wishaw. The girls
went behind the scenes in the shop and saw what
happens when food etc is delivered to the store.
They also spent some time in the staff canteen eating
cheeses, fruit and bread. The girls wandered round the store completing a
sheet of questions as they did so. They spent time (less than a minute) in the
freezers and quickly came to conclusion they wouldn’t like to work in there.
The girls were given a goody bag on completion of their tour.

was great fun but very messy.

We also completed the Stargazer badge. This proved difficult as every
time we try this badge there is never a clear sky on the Monday nights we
are working on this. It took us nearly all of November, December and part
of January to complete this badge. The girls also made edible sparklers
(marshmallows on a stick covered in melted chocolate and sprinkles). This

In January we tried an idea from the new programme. The girls hammered/screwed
nails and screws into potatoes. They really enjoyed this. I wonder what part this will
take in the new programme. We will have to wait and find out.
The girls held a Burns Supper. The girls were piped into the hall by David. He also
piped the haggis in too. Their food for the evening was haggis truffles, neeps and
tatties followed by trifle, tablet and irn bru. Some of the
girls said the “Address to the Haggis” and some recited
Scottish Poems. They really enjoyed the evening. Thanks
to David for playing the bagpipes and to our Elders who
joined us for the evening.
We were also given some soup
packs. We turned this into a
theme one evening. We played
“Mrs Jones’ string bag” (story
made up using ingredients of soup). We haven’t played this
game for some time and they really enjoyed this. The girls
were then given a pack home with them and they made the soup at home (with
adult supervision of course).
We have also said cheerio to some girls. They have
gone onto Guides or something else. Oli, Giuliana
and Demi Leigh we wish you good luck for the
future. We have also welcomed three new girls
to the unit. They made their Promise recently.
To do this they have to know why we are called
“Brownies”, know how to wear their uniform and know and understand what the
words of their “Promise” means. Well done to Alicia, Ava and Cara.
We also look forward to welcoming four new girls from the Rainbows towards the
end of February. This will take our numbers up to 25. Busy time in the Brownies.
We also said goodbye to one our Guiders (Yvonne). She has given up due to other commitments. We wish her well
and were very sorry to see her go.
That is all our news for now.
Kirsty McMaster,
Brownie Guider

Property Update

It is planned to start work soon on replacement of the “Gas House” shed in the grounds. Assistance from Dorothy Fairlie and
Rita Calder’s legacies is so much appreciated to help with these costs. A new manhole section round the back of the church is
being replaced too as a safety matter.
Three new fire doors have been added as has a fire resistant ceiling in the church bell tower. These works were recommended
as part of a major safety survey carried out and allows us to confirm we have met all recommendations.
A new asbestos survey has been carried out and a hard wiring survey planned. These are strongly recommended by the General
Trustees. The findings from these surveys will be considered by the Congregational Board. Further cabling works to help with
the heating system is also being scheduled as is our annual roof work to replace those slates which are disturbed during the
winter weather.
Ian Morrison (Property Convener)

Church Window
Replacement

The huge window facing the precinct, above the front door, is in a
condition where the recommendation of our Architect is that it be
replaced rather than repaired. An estimate has been prepared for a full
rebuild of this window. It looks like around £112,000 will be required. A
bit less than first thought but still a rather daunting sum.
It is so important that we complete this last phase of work and so help
maintain our Grade “B” Listed Buildings for the enjoyment of this and
future generations. Very detailed and ornate work is involved with
highly skilled stonemason and leaded/stained glass work skills.
A further approach has been made to Heritage Lottery Fund/Historic
Scotland to see if they will support the project with some grant funding.
We have been unsuccessful with our first request but they have kindly
allowed us to seek assistance from another of their funds. All of the
required paperwork and support documentation has been lodged and
we await the outcome of our latest approach.
Ian Morrison and Alex Baird
“Churches are for everyone,
regardless of disability”
Our Reaching Out to the Deaf
Community has now been active
for a few years and attention is now
being given as to how we might assist
others.
For those with visual impairment we strive to make available large print praise
and reading sheets and also assist with some technology. Large fonts are used
where we can on our screens.
Now we are underway to help those with dementia with new signage around
the building and a C.D of Hymns produced which is being made freely available.
The Communications Group is considering also how we might help those with
dyslexia with some minor adaptations to our praise and reading sheets and our
screens. Use of some images may help here.
We will strive to make God’s Word accessible to all.
Alex Baird

Toddlers

Thank you...

Our group meet on a Tuesday, 10 -12 in the lower hall,
and we would welcome any new members.
Grans, Grandads, mums and dads and everyone else
– all welcome!

Our production of our Hymn
Singing C.D. has been a huge
success with many people
asking for copies. The initial thought was that we would make these
available, at no cost (although a donation to cover production costs is
always welcome) so that those who have a form of Dementia would
benefit from joining in the singalong to familiar and favourite hymns.

Adults also have a snack just before 11, once the
children are settled, and then it is back on the floor for
more fun or a simple craft!

As a result of the response, and the generosity of those who donated,
we have issued about 60 C.D.’s and have sufficient funds to help cover
the costs not only of this issue but also another thought we have.

Early in December, the group met at a safe play area
in the new Goldings building. All the children and the
adults enjoyed a change of scenery. The food was also
welcomed.

Soon Befriend Motherwell hopes to launch a Musical Memories
initiative to assist those with dementia and their carers. We have looked
at this in operation elsewhere and know the benefit in having C.D.’s of
various musical options plus printed singalong books. The money we
have gathered birth will help greatly to establish this new outreach
from the church.

Unfortunately one of our January meetings had to
be cancelled due to a lot of gently falling flaky white
stuff!! Everybody usually enjoys watching this from a
warm room and behind glass!
Encouragingly our numbers have become steady,
however a few more children would enrich the group
further.
The better weather is coming, so brave the wind and
rain and come and join in the fun. No need to contact
us, just turn up!
If you have questions phone Liz Bogle 07747482733.

Thanks to Helen, Eric, Colin, Choir, Congregation and all who have
assisted in any way with this wonderful effort. Well done.
Alex Baird

Invitational
Events

Over the last few years, a small planning group
has developed within the church looking at
different ways in which we can get to know the
local community better and provide support to
those who may need it.
As part of this, a number of initiatives have
been trialled; the Community Christmas Dinner,
the Fresh Food Christmas Hampers, a healthy
eating stand at a local fun day and a stationary
collection for local schools.
Recent conversations within the group have
been around the establishment of a Community
Breakfast. The aim would be to host a monthly
community breakfast, free of charge and open
to all. It is hoped that this will provide a way to
get to know those who don’t currently come
through the door a little better. There are no
strings attached to the breakfast, no one needs
to sign up to anything, or pay anything, or listen
to any message, they just come, eat and chat
and of course they will be invited to join us for
worship the next day or to come along to any of
our midweek groups.
If you are interested in being part of this
initiative in any way, please contact Liann Weir.

Letters and Cards
The Reford family would like to thank Rev. Derek W. Hughes and the
congregation of Dalziel St. Andrew’s for their support during Frank’s
short illness and for the many flowers, cards, visits and telephone calls
after Frank’s passing. It is of great comfort to us to know that Frank
was still highly thought of and respected even although he’d been
unable to attend church for some time.
Jeanette Reford
I would like to thank you for the lovely flowers you sent me on the
occasion of my birthday. I really appreciated them and they really
cheered me up on a cold snowy day. I enjoy the on-line services
on a Sunday morning and really feel part of Dalziel St. Andrews
congregation. Thank you.
Ina Archibald
Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers I received and blessings
on the birth of my new wee grandson Hamish! I now have a new title
and am known down in Oxfordshire as Gwanny Scotland!!
Alicia Manson
Gratefully received church flowers to mark my recent birthday. With
thanks to all those who made this possible because of the sever
inclement weather. Blessings to all.
Effie Brant
I would like to thank Rev. Derek Hughes for visits to me when I was
so ill in hospital and also the many visits from members of our church
family. All the prayers said for me and the Get Well Cards were greatly
appreciated. Also, for the lovely Poinsettia which I received for my
birthday.
Myra McPhail
I wish to thank Derek and all at Dalziel St. Andrews for the lovely
flowers Emily received on her 89th Birthday. She was so pleased and
happy to be remembered in this way. God Bless you all,
Walter Wilson
Elizabeth and I would like to thank members of Dalziel St. Andrews
Church on behalf of our mother, Helen Japp, for the lovely flowers
received on the occasion of her 96th Birthday. She continues to
be well cared for in Avondale Nursing Home and the flowers were
displayed in her room. Best wishes to all for 2018.
Elizabeth Devlin and Myra McArdle.
Thank you cards and letters were also received from;
Norma Fraser, Jean Stoddart, Etta Thomson, Isobel Pollock, Ian Dykes

A Breath
of Spring
Cauld winters surly blast still roars
Through chimney stacks and creakin’ doors
And hounds pair folk at their daily chores,
Without relief.
Where the cauld wid’ freeze the very splores*,
Fae their chitterin’ teeth.
Pair man, he battles on through gales
Through rain and snaw an deadly hail
To cause his heart tae almost fail,
As he heads for shelter.
An winters winds still moan and wail,
An blaw him helter-skelter.
There in the shelter o’ a dyke
Safe fae the nor winds cuttin’ bite
He saw the bonniest, brawest sight,
He thocht he’d ever seen.
A jewel adorned by winter’s light,
Fit for onie queen.
Reaching thro’ the driftin snaw
The sweetest thing he ever saw
A flower sae fine and unco braw,
In a’ its glory.
His very heart was stole awa
An age old story.
A verdant green it’s slender stalk,
Made his heart for aince tae baulk
Its gentle leaf if it could talk,
Wid turn him tapsie-teerie.
He thocht his heart wid almost stop
His heid spun like a peerie.
That blessed flower its head was crowned
With virgin white its petals bound
No purer bloom was ever found,
Nor e’re so complete.
With heaven’s blessing’s inter-wound
Its soul now replete.
For this fair herald the winter breaks
Hope is carried with each snowflake
It struggles on its chance to take,
That fragile thing.
The gentle snowdrop is now awake
First breath of spring.

Jim Hyslop

(*Splores - drops of saliva spread about when
someone is speaking)

What’s on...
Sunday

11.00am - Morning Worship
11.00am - Creche, Sunday School & Fusion

Monday

9.30am - Decoupage
2.00pm - Carpet Bowls
5.45pm - Rainbows
6.30pm - Brownies
6.30pm - Guides
7.30pm - Men’s Club
7.30pm - Prayer Group

Tuesday

10.00am - Toddlers
7.00pm - The Guild

Wednesday

1.00pm - Prayer Group
2.00pm - The Sisterhood
6.30pm - Girls’ Brigade
7.30pm - Choir Practice

Thursday

2.00pm - Carpet Bowls

Friday

6.00pm - BB Anchors
6.30pm - BB Juniors
7.00pm - BB Company

Thank You...
to everyone who helped produce and distribute Kirk
Matters including;
EDITING & DESIGN
Linda Irvine
Colin Weir
PRINTING
Helen Lawson
DISTRIBUTION
Helen Lawson, along with the large team of volunteers
who deliver our quarterly newsletter.

Church Directory
Parish Minister
Session Clerk
Roll Keeper
Presbytery Elder
Chair to Board
Church Treasurer
Stewardship Convener
Freewill Offering
Gift Aid
Property Convener
Social Convener
Beadle
Church Caretaker
Administrative Assistant
Church Flowers
Prayer Groups
Musical Director
Befriending Coordinator
Men’s Club
Church of Scotland Guild
The Sisterhood
Church Cleaner
Sunday School Coordinator
Fusion
Rainbows
Brownies
Girl Guides
Girls’ Brigade Captain
Boys’ Brigade Captain
B.B. Junior Section
B.B. Anchor Boys
Crafts Group
Carpet Bowls
Life and Work Magazine

Derek Hughes
Helen Lawson
Helen Lawson
Liann Weir
Alex Baird
Willie Brown
Douglas Barr
Christine Mathie
Iain Guthrie
Ian Morrison
Janette Black
Graeme Miller
George Martin
Helen Lawson
Aileen Hamilton
Helen Gibson
Eric Geddes
Liz Magunnigal
Douglas Graham
Mary MacKenzie
Janette Moore
Margaret Day
Anne Brown
Debbie Bogle
Amy Dale
Kirsty McMaster
Helen Penman
Liz Bogle
Colin Weir
Andrew Neilson
Lorna Geddes
Janette Black
John Currie
Helen Lawson

Next Edition...
Please send your contributions for the next edition of
Kirk Matters to Linda Irvine, either via email lirvine@live.co.uk
or place in my pigeon hole no later than Sunday 6 May 2018.

www.dalzielstandrews.org.uk
Believing in Christ - Beloning to Christ - Becoming like Christ
Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church Motherwell - Registered Charity No. SC015503

