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The  Manse  of  Dalziel  St.  Andrew’s  Parish  Church 
 

Dear friends, 
 
In  the  early  1920’s,  George  Mallory  led  a  number  of  attempts  to  scale  Mount  
Everest, eventually being killed at the third attempt in 1924. Before that last 
and fatal mission he said, “I  can’t  see  myself  coming  down  defeated.”   Mallory 
was an extraordinary climber, and nothing would force him to give up. His 
body was found in 1999, well preserved by the snow and ice, 27,000 feet up 
the mountain, just 2000 feet from the peak. Give up he did not. His body was 
found face down on a rocky slope, head toward the summit. His arms were 
extended high over his head. His toes were pointed into the mountain; his 
fingers dug into the loose rock, refusing to let go even as he drew his last 
breath. A short length of cotton rope – broken – was looped around his waist. 
 
When those who had set up camp for Mallory further down the mountain 
returned to England, a banquet was held for them. A huge picture of Mount 
Everest stood behind the top table. It is said that the leader of the group, 
with tears streaming down his face, turned and looked at the picture. “I  
speak to you, Mount Everest, in the name of all brave men living and those 
yet  unborn,” he said. “Mount  Everest,  you  defeated  us  once;  you  defeated  us  
twice; you defeated us three times. But Mount Everest, we shall some day 
defeat   you,   because   you   can’t   get   any   bigger,   but   we   can.”    In 1953, two 
climbers, Sir Edmund Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay, reached the top. 
 
Perseverance is a Christian quality.  To follow where Christ leads, often takes 
guts  and  grit.      If  you  don’t  believe me, read the Gospel accounts of what it 
took for the early church to become established.  Those first disciples showed 
great faith in the LORD, and even greater perseverance.  In our church family 
in the heart of Motherwell, the LORD is calling us to no less.  So, when you 
feel like giving up, chucking in the towel, remember George Mallory and keep 
going.   
 
More importantly, fix your eyes on Jesus, “…the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith. For the joy that was set before him He endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”   (Hebrews  
12:2)     

    Yours, most sincerely, in Christ 
Derek W. Hughes 
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Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Sunday 5th June 2016 
Celebration of Holy Communion at 11:00am and 6:30pm 

ALL who LOVE the LORD are WELCOME 
 

Sunday 12th June 2016 
Celebration of Holy Communion at 3:00pm  

within the Lounge at Glenview Court 
ALL who LOVE the LORD are WELCOME 

 
Thursday 16th June 2016 

Kirk Session meeting from 7:30pm 
(note that this is not the usual date!!!) 

 
Thursday 23rd June 2016 

Congregational Board meeting from 7:30pm 
 

Sunday 26th June 2016 
Messy Church for all the family from 3:30pm 

Register on line at our website for catering purposes 
 

REMEMBER  
to support, pray for and publicise  
our pilot project to serve people  
who are deaf or hard of hearing.   

It started on Sunday 1st May 2016,  
and will run (we hope) for at least a year. 

 
 
 

Watch out every Sunday for worship services, which are live-
streamed, filmed and uploaded to our church YouTube channel. 
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Assistant Minister 
Dear friends, 
 
I am writing this having just come back from a week of annual leave. I sometimes find 
it difficult to switch off when I take time off, but this week has been different. This 
week my duties have revolved around looking after Ruth and supporting her through 
what has been quite a difficult week of exams. 
 
Speaking  as  Ruth’s  husband,   I  want  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  
the  way  you  have  “adopted”  her  into  our  Church  Family  at  Dalziel  St.  Andrew’s.  Ruth  
has been grateful for your good wishes, your concern for her, and above all, the 
assurance of your prayers as she tackles her final exams. The end is in sight for her, 
and I know there will be much relief when this exam diet is over! 
 
The question of our future remains very much at the forefront of our minds. Ruth 
and  I  are  still  trying  to  discern  God’s  will  and  calling,  and  I  must  confess,  we  are  still  
unsure exactly where God wants us. Once again, we are very grateful for all your 
prayers in this matter! 
 
With all these thoughts about our future, it can sometimes be a challenge to keep 
focussed on the here and now. This reminds me the following verses:  
 
“Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 

the  pioneer  and  perfecter  of  faith.”  (Hebrews  12:1-2 NIVUK) 
 
As believers, God has marked a path for each of our lives. It will not always be an 
easy   path   to   walk,   and   sometimes   we   don’t   even   know   where   the   path   is   going.  
When this happens, we fix our eyes on Jesus. 
 
“Our task is to follow in his steps. He has made it across the finishing line, and his 
encouragement, and the thought of his welcome and congratulations at the end, 

are the central motivation for us to continue in hope,  faith  and  patience.” 
(Tom Wright, Hebrews for Everybody, p.150) 

 
Whenever  I  feel  I’ve  wandered  from  the  path  God  has  set  for  me,  I  refocus  my  eyes  
on   Jesus,   trusting   that,   as   I  walk   toward  Him   in   faith,   I  will   find  God’s  path   for  me  
once again. Can I encourage you to do the same? Always fix your eyes on Jesus. 
 

Wishing  you  God’s  richest  blessing 
Stuart and Ruth 
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Kirk Session 
 
DECEMBER 2015 
The Kirk Session met on Thursday 10 December 2015. The Revd. Derek 
Hughes, Moderator, constituted the meeting with prayer and intimated that 
Stuart Love, Assistant Minister, would chair the meeting as part of his training 
programme for the Ministry of Word and Sacrament. Chairperson, Stuart 
Love, welcomed everyone present and opened the meeting with a reading 
from Matthew 1 verses 18-25 and a Hymn.  Thirty-eight elders were present 
with fifteen apologies. The minutes from the previous meeting held on 
Thursday 12 November 2015 were distributed to each Elder prior to the 
meeting.  These were adopted and signed. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING: 
New Elders: The Session Clerk informed the Kirk Session that Liann Weir had 
been a late nomination as a prospective elder and asked the Kirk Session to 
homologate this. The Kirk Session agreed. 
Those who have agreed to go forward are: Lesley Angus, Andrew Geddes, 
Elaine Geddes, Ian Jackson, Alicia Manson, John Miller, Derek Milton, Alan 
Milton, Ian Morrison, Andrew Neilson, Andrew Steven, Daniel Tudor, Stuart 
Watson and Liann Weir. The Kirk Session was delighted.  
A meeting with the Moderator, Assistant Minister, Session Clerk and the 
Depute Session Clerk will be arranged for January 2016 and would report to 
February’s  Kirk  Session.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
World Mission Council: This month’s World Mission Council Magazine 
focusing on empowering individuals and communities has been posted on 
the notice board.  
Mission and Discipleship Council: Intimation was received from the Mission 
and Discipleship Council that a Community Faith Conference will be held at 
venues throughout Scotland for those involved with children and young 
people. Details are on the notice board and also can be had from the Session 
Clerk. 
Presbytery of Hamilton: Intimation was received from the Presbytery of 
Hamilton reminding Kirk Sessions of their obligations under the Protection of 
Vulnerable Groups Act (Act VII 2011), as amended. This refers to all ministers, 
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however termed; undertaking regulated work with children and young 
people and/or protected adults. Disclosure Scotland Certificates should have 
been exhibited to the Session Clerk and recorded in the Safeguarding 
Congregational Register (SG7 2015). 
 
Encourage young adults in the congregation to make application to be a 
youth delegate to the 2016 General Assembly. 
 
Remind Kirk Sessions interested in working with the New Connections 
Worker to apply immediately. 
 
Encourage all Kirk Sessions and Financial Courts to consider undertaking a 
need audit for worship. 
 
Inform the Mission, Education, and Discipleship Committee of people 
interested in becoming learning and disability contacts. The Rev. Roddy Dick 
remains the Presbytery Disability Advisor. 
 
Elaine Geddes: Elaine Geddes, Treasurer to the Crèche, Sunday School and 
Fusion, thanked the Kirk Session for the gift from the Lawson Bequest. This 
gift will greatly help towards the running costs. It is wonderful to see our 
ever-increasing roll and to watch all these children receiving books at the all 
age service on the 6 December 2015. 
 
DISCLOSURE SCOTLAND: 
The Revd. Derek Hughes, Moderator, informed the Kirk Session that his 
Disclosure Scotland Certificate had been exhibited to the Session Clerk. The 
Session Clerk affirmed that this has been recorded in the Congregational 
Safeguarding Register. 
 
PRESBYTERY REPORT:  
On the absence of Stephen Day the Chairperson, Stuart Love, gave the 
Presbytery Report of the meeting on 1 December 2015. Stuart informed the 
Kirk Session that the business had been as intimated in the Presbytery 
correspondence.  
The Revd. Rosie Addis gave an excellent presentation on deaf awareness 
assisted   by   Alex   Baird   of   Dalziel   St   Andrew’s   and   Anna  Weir   of   Claremont  
Parish Church. 
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ASSISTANT MINISTER REPORT: 
The Assistant Minister, Stuart Love, informed the Kirk Session that the 
evening secret service he had conducted along with the Moderator in the 
GLO Café on Sunday 15 November 2015 had been a success with about 30 
people present. Stuart intimated that during November he had been awarded 
a Masters in Theology degree from New College, Edinburgh University. He 
had continued with pastoral visitations and also conducting Parish Funerals. A 
U-Tube video message had been made for Advent along with the Moderator; 
to  date  there  had  been  200  views.  Stuart’s  interim  report  and  review  is  due  in  
January 2016. 
 
(S.I.C.S.) SCIENTISTS IN CONGREGATIONS IN SCOTLAND: 
Our part in the Scientists in Congregations in Scotland programme has now 
come to a conclusion. 
 
ORGANISATION REPORTS: 
Guides: Nancy Beck and Cathie Hastie visited the 19th Motherwell Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides twice this session. The Rainbows have 15 Girls enrolled 
and 4 leaders and when they were there the girls were busy preparing 
handcrafts for Christmas. The Brownies have 26 girls on the roll and 4 leaders 
plus a parent helper. They were enjoying St. Andrew’s   Night  with   games   a  
quiz and Scottish dancing during the visit. The Guide unit has now been 
reformed and have 4 girls enrolled with 2 leaders. All units are very happy 
and have no problems. The leaders and girls are very enthusiastic and it is 
hoped to see their numbers grow in the future. 
Prayer Groups: Sybil Miller and David Young visited both the Monday and the 
Wednesday Prayer Groups in November. Both groups have lists of people and 
situations in the wider world to pray for. Prayer request cards are available at 
both front and rear doors and these requests are treated in the strictest 
confidence. Both prayer groups ensure the continuing life, ministry and 
prayer of the church and this is to be commended. 
Men’s   Club:   Roy Simpson and Douglas Barr visited   the   Men’s   Club   at   the  
beginning of December 2015. There were 15 gentlemen attending. After 
opening devotions and a hymn the speaker Dr Ian Dale was introduced by 
President Iain Guthrie. The subject of the talk was various poisons and 
historical poisoners. After tea and biscuits questions were taken. The meeting 
closed   with   prayer.   The   Men’s   Club   is   well   run   but   new   members   are  
required. 
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Organisation’s   Funds: Colin Weir asked what would happen to the leftover 
funds in the event of an organisation being wound up. The Chairperson 
informed the Kirk Session that most organisations had either a written 
constitution  stating  winding  up  procedures  (Men’s  Club,  Sisterhood  etc.)  or  a  
national  overseeing  body  (Boys’  Brigade,  Girl  Guides  etc.). 
 
LOCAL CHURCH REVIEW (LCR): 
The Chairperson thanked all who had contributed to the Local Church Review 
supplying facts figures and reports. These would be collated and presented to 
a joint meeting of the Congregational Board and the Kirk Session on the 21 
January 2016. The Kirk Session agreed. 
 
STATISTICAL RETURN:  
The  Session  Clerk  informed  the  Kirk  Session  that  this  year’s  statistical  return  
request has not as yet been received from Presbytery. If this is received 
before the next regular meeting of the Kirk Session the Moderator, Session 
Clerk and Deputy Session Clerk will collate the information, forward it to 
Presbytery and present the statistics to the next Kirk Session meeting for 
approval. The Kirk Session agreed.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION: 
The arrangements for serving Holy Communion on 5 February 2016 were 
distributed to the elders.  

  
RETIRAL OFFERING:  
The Session Clerk informed the Kirk Session that the Hospice Capital Appeal 
team had asked Hamilton Presbytery to support their Capital Appeal in 
support   of   St   Andrew’s   Hospice as   near   St.   Andrew’s   day   as   possible.   The  
Management Committee had agreed to a retiral collection being held on 
Sunday  29  November  2015  and  asked  the  Kirk  Session’s  to  homologate  this.  
The Kirk Session agreed. 
 
MODERATORS REMARKS: 
The Moderator, Revd. Derek Hughes, thanked Stuart for chairing the meeting 
and reminded the Kirk Session that an evening service of nine lessons and 
carols is being held on Sunday 13 December 2015. He also thanked the Kirk 
Session for all the congratulations, good wishes and cards he had received on 
the birth of his Granddaughter. 
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ALTERATIONS TO THE COMMUNION ROLL: 
The Kirk Session was sad to hear of the death of Mrs. Jean Aitken, 120 Milton 
Street, Motherwell.  
 
NEXT MEETING: 
A joint meeting with the Congregational Board will be held on Thursday 26 
January 2016 at 8.00pm. The next regular meeting will be held on Thursday 
11 February 2016 at 7.30pm. 

 
JANUARY 2016 
The Kirk Session met on Thursday 21 January 2016, joining with the 
Congregational Board to discuss the forthcoming Local Church Review (LCR). 
The Revd. Derek Hughes, Moderator, constituted the meeting with prayer 
and welcomed all present. Forty-one elders were present with Seven 
apologies. 
 
LOCAL CHURCH REVIEW (LCR) 
The Moderator informed the meeting that Fiona Ross, Congregational Board 
Secretary, had agreed to take notes of the discussions. Local Church Review 
(LCR) Stages 1, 2 and 3 documents were distributed to those present.  
 
The information that had so far been presented in Stages 1 and 2 would be 
amended after the discussions and presented to the Board and Session for 
approval at a later date. A further meeting would then be held to formulate 
Stage 3 before submission to the Presbytery of Hamilton review team.  
 
 
FEBRUARY 2016 

 
The Kirk Session met on Thursday 11 February 2016. The Revd. Derek Hughes, 
Moderator, welcomed everyone present and gave an update on members 
who were unwell. The Moderator then opened the meeting with a reading 
from Matthew 22: 34-40, a hymn and constituted the meeting in prayer. 
Forty-two elders were present with Nine apologies according to the Sederunt 
sheet. The minutes from the previous meetings held on Thursday 10 
December 2015 and Thursday 21 January 2016 were distributed to each Elder 
prior to the meeting.  These were adopted and signed. 
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BUSINESS ARISING: 
New Elders: The Session Clerk informed the Kirk Session that after prayer and 
deliberation the following proposed elders had agreed to put their names 
forward for Ordination: - Lesley Angus, Elaine Geddes, Alicia Manson, Derek 
Milton, Ian Morrison, Andrew Neilson, Andrew Steven, Daniel Tudor and 
Stuart Watson. Ian Jackson and Liann Weir who were ordained elders in their 
previous congregations would be admitted. The Session Clerk and Moderator 
will consult with them and agree a mutually suitable Ordination date. The 
Kirk Session was delighted. 
Safeguarding: Copies   of   the   ‘Safeguarding   Children   and   Adults   at   Risk’  
information booklet for volunteers and staff were distributed to each elder. 
Linda Simpson, our Safeguarding Coordinator, will distribute copies to 
members of staff and the leaders and helpers of our voluntary organisations. 
Training courses for staff, leaders and volunteers are being arranged and 
procedures are being tightened up. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
World Mission Council: This month’s World Mission Council Magazine 
focusing on Fairtrade has been posted on the notice board.  
Volunteering Vocations: Intimation was received from the Church of 
Scotland Ministries Council regarding the Volunteering Vocation gap year 
scheme. Details can be obtained from the Session Clerk. 
Office Bearers and Elders Conference: Intimation was received from the 
Church of Scotland Mission and Discipleship Council about the forthcoming 
Office Bearers and Elders Conference. Details can be obtained from the 
Session Clerk. 
Go-For-It: Intimation was received from the Church of Scotland Go-For-It 
fund regarding a Leadership and development Workshop. Details can be 
obtained from the Session Clerk.  
Girls’  Brigade: A letter was received from Captain Liz Bogle, 3rd Motherwell 
Girls’  Brigade  Company,  thanking  the  Kirk  Session  for  the  donation  received  
from the Lawson Bequest. This donation helps subsidize the capitation fees.  
Boys’   Brigade:   A letter was received from Captain Colin Weir, 2/4th 
Motherwell  Boys’  Brigade  thanking the Kirk Session for the money received 
from the Lawson Bequest. This dotation helps significantly defray the cost of 
the capitation fees. 
 
 



- 10 - 

PRESBYTERY REPORT:  
Stephen Day presented the Presbytery Report of the meeting on 2nd February 
2016. Rev. David Alexander presented the 4th Presbytery Plan. He intimated 
that we have lost 50% of members since 1990 with a large number of 
congregational rolls now falling below 200. However, this has gone hand in 
hand with an overall increase in giving. There was some discussion about the 
length of time some congregations would now have to wait to be 
represented at the General Assembly. A long discussion took place regarding 
the roof refurbishment of Strathaven East parish Church. 
 
ATTESTATION OF RECORDS: 
The annual attestation of records for area 3, Motherwell, will take place at 
the Presbytery Office on the 9th March 2016. The Kirk Session received the 
following records for submission to the Presbytery: Kirk Session Minute Book 
and Sederunt, Financial Court Minute Book and Sederunt, Communion Roll, 
Supplementary Roll, Baptismal Register, Child Protection Register, 
Safeguarding Audit Checklist, Property Register and Manse Condition Report. 
 
ORGANISATION REPORTS: 
Girls’  Brigade:  Margo Graham and Irene Dalton visited the  Girls’  Brigade  on  
13th January 2016. The halls were buzzing with the girls having fun and they 
told us about their trip to Paris in the summer. This year’s camping trip will be 
closer to home. They have 11 explorers, 13 juniors, 17 brigaders, 2 warrant 
officers, 8 commissioned officers and 1 auxiliary on the register. The 
organisation has excellent leadership in Captain Bogle and her officers who all 
give freely of their time.  
Sisterhood: June Millar and Rollo Brant visited the Sisterhood in January 
2016. President Anne Currie welcomed them and then Secretary Janette 
Moore  gave  a  rendition  of   ‘When  the  Minister  Came  to  Call’.   Jim  Rae  spoke  
about the provision of water wells and the proposed farming of cashew nuts 
in Gambia. The committee is a dedicated and hard working group providing 
entertainment, eats and days out for the 26 members who all greatly enjoy 
the fellowship of the Sisterhood.     
 
LOCAL CHURCH REVIEW (LCR): 
The Moderator informed the Kirk Session that stage 1 and 2 of the Local 
Church Review had now been updated and completed. He suggested that the 
Congregational Board be invited to attend the Kirk Session meeting on the 
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10th March 2016 to discuss the formulation of stage 3 of the review prior to 
forwarding the completed documents to Presbytery. The Kirk Session agreed. 
 
STATISTICAL RETURN:  
The Session Clerk informed the Kirk Session that 2015 statistical return has 
now been forwarded to Presbytery.  

x Total number of communicants on the roll: 2014 - 510.  
x Total number of communicants on the roll: 2015 - 497, supplementary 

roll 171.  
x Number admitted: by Profession of Faith 6 by Certificate of Transfer 9.  
x Number of communicants removed from roll: by death 25, by certificate 

3.  
x Children aged 17 and under involved in life of congregation: 240. 
x Office Bearers: Elders 28 male 26 female, Congregational Board 9 male 16 

female. 
x Baptisms: Total 6 of which 2 are adults. Weddings: 6. Funerals: 55. 

HOLY COMMUNION: 
The Session Clerk informed the Kirk Session that the total number of cards 
received at February Holy Communion was 243. This compared with 244 
received at the February 2015 Communion. 
The Session Clerk thanked all who helped serve and prepared the elements, 
dress the church and clean the silver. He also thanked the Moderator and 
Stuart Love for two very moving and uplifting services. 
 
EASTER SERVICES AND GOOD FRIDAY MEDITATION: 
The Session Clerk informed the Kirk Session that elders would be required to 
serve at Holy Communion on Easter Sunday and also welcome at the door on 
Good Friday when the Sanctuary would be open for private meditation. 
 
ENQUIRERS:  
Stuart Love informed the Kirk Session that he was leading a new enquirers 
group with 4 attending. He was evaluating the ABC of Discipleship materials 
devised by the Very Revd. Albert Bogle and the Revd. Keith Ross. 
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BOYS’  BRIGADE  OFFICERS: 
Captain Colin Weir informed the Kirk Session that he had completed 
registration forms for the following officers and wished to know if references 
should be taken up: - David Kirk, Ross Grant, Grant McMaster, Scott Cooper, 
Hayley Sloan, Andrew Neilson, Debbie Bogle and Douglas Whyte. The 
Moderator informed the Kirk Session that he personally knew all those 
proposed and he endorsed these appointments. The Kirk Session concurred. 
 
DEDICATION AND INDUCTION AT MOTHERWELL SOUTH: 
Stephen Day, Presbytery Elder, will be unable to attend the Dedication of the 
Sanctuary and induction of the Rev Alan W Gibson BA BD at Motherwell 
South on the 18 February. He appointed Crawford Moffat, Session Clerk, to 
attend in his place. The Kirk Session asked the Session Clerk to send a letter 
to Motherwell South wishing them well. 
 
FIRST AID TRAINING: 
Colin Weir informed the kirk Session that Basic First Aid training courses had 
been arranged and requested that all those eligible in the church and 
associated organisations are informed. 
 
TRUSTEE OFFERINGS: 
Willie Brown, Treasurer informed the Kirk Session that he had been in 
communication with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) 
regarding the recording of trustees offerings in the 2016 accounts. These 
would, from now on, have to be recorded separately either by the use of 
standing orders or separate free will offering envelopes.  
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM): 
The Moderator informed the Kirk Session that the date of the Annual General 
Meeting had been set for Sunday 20 March 2016. The Kirk Session agreed. 
 
GIRLS’  BRIGADE: 
Captain Liz Bogle informed the Kirk Session that Christine Thorpe 
longstanding officer in 3rd Motherwell  Girls’   Brigade  Company  was   standing  
down due to family circumstances. The Kirk Session asked the Session Clerk 
to  write  a  letter  expressing  their  thanks  for  Christine’s  service  to  the  company  
and wishing her well for the future. 
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ALTERATIONS TO THE COMMUNION ROLL: 
The Kirk Session was sad to hear of the deaths of: - 
Mrs Helen Kennedy, 47 Anderson Tower, Motherwell;  
Mr. Hugh Ferguson, 33 Coursington Gardens, Motherwell;  
Mrs Jean Aitken, 120 Milton Street, Motherwell;  
Mr Stuart Bryden, 21 Burnside Tower, Motherwell;  
Mrs. Irene Rankin, 15 Wallace Street, Motherwell.  
 

Crawford Moffat  
Session Clerk 

 

Eldership Long Service Certificates 
 

 
 

Many congratulations to Alan Young (50 years), George Colquhoun (30 years), 
both pictured above receiving their eldership long service certificates on 
Sunday 8 May 2016. Also to Frank Reford (50 years), pictured on the screen, 
who received his certificate at Netherton Court Home on Friday 6 May 2016. 
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Ordination and Admission of New Elders 
 

It was a delight to witness a group of new elders (pictured below) ordained 
and admitted to our congregation on Sunday 8 May 2016.  

 

 
Left to right: Daniel Tudor, Andrew Steven, Liann Weir, Alicia Manson, Crawford 
Moffat (Session Clerk), Elaine Geddes, Ian Jackson, Andrew Neilson, Lesley Angus and 
Derek Milton. Stuart Watson was also ordained but unfortunately unavailable for the 
photograph. 

 
 

          
 
Our major investment in technology, as part of our Makeover Project – 
Forward for Jesus, has secured wonderful dividends as so many are 

Keeping I.T.  
Up-To-Date 
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now able to join us on-line for worship each Sunday or to catch up 
later in the week via You Tube. 
 
One of the significant challenges we face as a congregation is ensuring 
that we keep up-to-date and invest in the equipment which will ensure 
we can go on working in this exciting area. This is so vital in relation to 
our outreach to the Deaf Community for which we will need a new 
camera, software, upgraded console etc. 
 
Another good example of a need for upgrade is emerging with the very 
exciting news that the Keswick Convention has been granted 
permission by the Board to use our sanctuary for three days this year 
(September most likely) for the follow-up to their great success in 
hosting the Convention in the Civic Theatre this year. By coming to this 
church the Convention will be able to live stream their message all 
around the world. It would indeed be great if we are able to upgrade 
our cameras by then to ensure that we broadcast pictures of good 
quality for the audience. Maybe even including an invitation to all deaf 
people to join in too! Cost estimates for the work have been secured at 
present from Access AV (who installed the system).  
 
It looks like we will need about £16,000 in total. We have spent our 
first tranche (over £5,000) installing the new dedicated camera which 
will film the signing (with Helen Penman our main helper in this 
regard). A new Computer and some work on the software have also 
been completed. We are working hard on raising the balance which 
will enable us to complete the task of changing the existing cameras to 
High Definition. 
 
Proceeds   from  Monthly   events,   Christine’s   Table   and   the   occasional  
sale of cakes and jams etc. at a Makeover Table are all going into the 
fund as we strive to reach this target. 
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If you feel that you would like to donate to the funds being gathered 
for this very exciting outreach, please do speak to our Treasurer 
Willie Brown. Thank you. 
 

 

Sunday school 
 
The session of Sunday School 2015/16 seems to have flown past. There 
have been good attendances. Thank you to parents, grandparents and 
others who bring the young people to church each Sunday.  
 
We are so fortunate in Dalziel St Andrews to have so many children in 
our classes and enjoyed seeing everyone in their Easter Bonnets. 
 

  
 
We have had a varied and at times challenging programme of lessons 
from The Old and New Testaments. The session concludes in May and 
June with a series of lessons from the book of Exodus on The Ten 
Commandments. Thank you to the teachers for bringing these 
important life rules to the children in an easy to understand way. 
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Jenna Young and Eleanor Day have moved from Fusion to become 
helpers in The Beginners Department. Best wishes to both of them as 
they help this lively large group of three to five year olds.  
 
The register in The Crèche is ever growing. We are delighted to 
welcome; 

 Eve Tudor, baby sister to Oliver;  
 Blair Bryce, baby brother to Layla and Brodie; 
 Ariana McKay sister to Caleb.  

What a joy it is to go into the crèche each Sunday to see so many 
babies and toddlers being brought to church each Sunday.  
 
Thank you to the crèche teachers and helpers for all of their dedicated 
care and planning. 
 
The Sunday School session ends with an all age service on Sunday 26th 
June. We look forward to the church being packed with family and 
friends. 
 
The 26th June is also Messy Church. It is hoped many of the Sunday 
School children and their parents come along to this messy fun time in 
church. A BBQ will also be enjoyed in the church grounds. Please 
remember to register in advance on line via the church website. 
 
Sunday School and Fusion restarts with an all age service and 
registration on Sunday 21 August for session 2016/17.  
In the eight weeks between these ending and starting dates we wish 
everyone a relaxing sunny summer holiday.  
 
Summer Sunday Holiday Club and Summer Sunday Crèche will be held 
on all  Sunday’s   in  July  and  also  on  7th and 14th August. The theme for 
the club this year is lots of FUN and GAMES while learning about The 
Miracles of Jesus. If the children are not away on holiday they can 
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come along and enjoy the Summer Club during the time of the church 
service. Thank you to all who are helping staff the Summer classes. 
 
As always thank you to all in the church family who continue to 
support the Sunday School and Fusion with gifts of money, sweet 
treats and in prayer. The staff really do appreciate your support and 
encouragement. 
 
Happy Summer Time! 

 
Anne Brown  

Sunday school and Fusion Coordinator 
 

 
 

 
 

Reach Out and Listen 
 
On 1 May we started our Pilot Year with our project to reach out to the 
deaf community and invite them to join us for worship. With both 
Signing (for those who rely on British Sign Language) and Electronic 
Notetaking (for those who prefer to read all words spoken) we are 
reaching out to all who are deaf.  
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The invitation extends to those able to come along to the sanctuary 
each week and join us for worship, and also to those unable to attend 
but who can share in worship with us via our internet live streaming or 
You Tube catch-up. 
 
Our hope is that we spread the word far and wide to all who are deaf 
that we are committed  to  making  God’s  Word  available to them. Our 
hope and prayer is that we can indeed touch lives and bring forward a 
sustainable project for taking us beyond the Pilot Year. 
 
To enable us to provide this service we have had to upgrade our 
technical equipment and add a dedicated camera. This has had 
implications for the existing hardware and also licenses for 
broadcasting. We are very grateful to The Ferguson Bequest (£1500); 
The Baird Trust (£1500); the Church of Scotland Special Trust Fund 
(£500); and the Bellahouston Bequest Fund (£2500); Allchurches Trust 
(£1,000) for their most helpful support with our appeal for funds to 
enable all of this to take place. The contribution from the Stewart 
Lochrie memorial Fund (£7,000) is also so vital to our project and much 
appreciated. 
 
We are also so appreciative of the efforts of the congregation with all 
monies   from   Christine’s   Table   on   a   Sunday   plus   the   occasional  
“Makeover   Table”   and   monthly   events   all   helping   greatly   with   our  
funding drive. 
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We are still working on funding appeals to enable us to complete the 
technical upgrade which will also prepare our system well for the so 
exciting Keswick Convention visit in the autumn. 
 
Prayer: We have constantly sought and received prayer support from 
our own Prayer Groups and also much wider afield. Our Lord continues 
to be a most supportive and amazing Helper. Please do continue 
praying that we can indeed add new followers for Him from all of our 
efforts. 
 
 
 

 
 
During our regular weekly worship service all of the words for hymns 
and bible readings are displayed on our screens in the sanctuary and 
also on the internet for the benefit of our on-line worshippers.  
The bits that are missing include the welcome, prayers, sermon, 
children’s  time,  benediction. 
 
At our trial service on 10 January we hired Brenda Holliday from Deaf 
Action Scotland to help us fill in the gaps by typing words on to a 
screen placed on the chancel. These words also featured, along with 
the signer, on the internet. 
 

“Calling  ALL  
Typists” 
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We now have 5 possible helpers for this work. The idea is to let the 
Pilot get going and let us assess how realistic it will be for a team, in 
time, to take over this typing role from the professionals. We hope 
soon to buy two laptops to help us with our plans so that those who 
may be interested can have a wee shot at it to see how it goes. 
 
It would be great if we had a few more who thought they could type 
the words onto a laptop at Derek or Stuart was speaking. No need at 
all to be word perfect. This is not Hansard! Just to help get the 
Message across. 
 
If we can secure a few more volunteers to try parts of the service, we 
might save ourselves quite a bit on money during the later stages of 
the Pilot Phase (and hopefully beyond). 
 
Do you think you could help? If so, please do speak to me about it.  
 

Many thanks, 
Alex Baird 

 

 
 
A Bit More! – Makeover Project – Forward for Jesus 
 
When the contractor discovered serious wet rot problems in our 
sanctuary roof a year or so ago we had to adjust our plans and focus on 
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that repair before we could address the much needed repair and 
pointing of the upper floor windows.  
 

We hope also to add polycarbonate protection to those windows to 
match that on the ground floor windows. A section of the loft also 
proved inaccessible and prevented us from fulling adding the 
important insulation material. 
 

It is hoped, this autumn, to place a contract to address these final 
phases of work. Thank you for patience.  
 

Ian Morrison  
     Property Convener 

Social Committee 
 
The Social Committee has continued to be busy, with a Baking 
Table, proceeds going to the I.T fund and catering for Messy Church in 
April.  In May they held another Baking Table again proceeds going to 
The TI.T. fund as well as lunch in aid of Christian Aid and lunch for St. 
Andrew's Hospice Pearl Anniversary Fund. 
 
It is hoped that another Baking Table will be held on 19 June followed 
by Messy on 26 June. We also hope that the Annual American Brunch 
will be held on 3 July. The Summer Coffee Bar will still be on during July 
and August. 
 
The Annual Senior Treat this year is to be held on Saturday 10 
September. Details of any further events planned will be advertised in 
the Church Weekly News Sheet. 
 
The Committee hope that all members will have a good summer break.  
 

    Janette Black 
Social Committee Convener 
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Summer 

 
If one sweet summer day 

Can blend the sound and sight together 
To be remembered always 

As the ideal summer weather. 
 

If just one rose is perfect 
Be it yellow, be it white 

Then shall it make a memory 
To carry through the night. 

 
And we shall lift our eyes 

To find serenity anew 
In the heavenly mingling 

Of the silver and the blue. 
 

And  all  the  goodness  of  God’s  earth 
Shall shine in glad array 

As  if  a  lifetime’s  loveliness 
Lived  in  one  summer’s  day. 

 
Kathleen Partridge 

 



- 24 - 

 
 
 
The Robertson Trust has again helped financially with our project with 
£15,000 contributed for this year. This is helping us maintain this so 
important outreach work. We are so grateful to Go For It, The 
Robertson  Trust,   and,  of   course,  Dalziel   St  Andrew’s, for the financial 
support which allows us to continue. 
 
The not so good news is that our application to the Big Lottery for 
funding was not successful. The not so bad news is that we are to be 
allowed to apply for support from a new Lottery Fund. It will be 
autumn before we know if we have been successful. 
 
In the meantime, we continue with our range of Befriending work with 
a great team of Volunteers helping us. One of our highlights in the 
spring was our Easter Treat with David Kirk (in the photograph below) 
coming along to play some pipe music to add to the other highlights of 
the afternoon. 
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We can always do with extra support. If you have an hour to spare and 
week there is sure to be an area of work at Befriend Motherwell, you 
can help with. Just give myself (07796012462) or Colin (07736285850) 
a call.  

Liz Magunnigal 
 Befriending Co-ordinator 

 
The Prayer Groups 

 

 
 

 
“Lord  Jesus  Christ,  guide  our  thinking, our living and our praying that 
we may be aware of Your will, follow Your way and receive Your 
blessing. Amen” 
 
Both Prayer Groups will be taking a break over the summer months 
and will resume on; 

 Monday 5 September @ 7.30pm and 
 Wednesday 7 September @ 1pm 

The Prayer Room, in the sanctuary, will still be open for use every 
Sunday morning for private quiet time. All welcome. 

Ask and it will be given to you; 
seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened 
to you.  

Matthew 7 Vs. 7 
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Although the groups will be on holiday, prayer requests will still be 
attended. Therefore if you would like us to pray for you or someone 
you know please complete a prayer card and put it in the prayer box at 
the front and rear church door or let us know via the church website or 
contact the Church Office, telephone, 01698 264097 or email: 
office@dlsa.org.uk.   
 
We  wish  everyone’s  God’s  Blessing  over the summer months. 

 
 

Girls’ Brigade 
 
Well we have been busy – bowling! The girls (Juniors and Brigaders) 
have been bowling a few times and not as teams! They were only 
competing against their last score and the winners will be announced 
on 18th May.  
 
This year we did not have an Easter party as the company is now 30 yrs 
old!! What happened to the 5 yrs I promised Mr. Bruce all that time 
ago?  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  ‘Birthday  Party’  for  all  the  girls  to  enjoy.  
The usual eggs were there for them to take away at the end of the 
night, but we also had physical games and a few guessing ones! An 
empty coffee jar was filled with various sizes of eggs and all guessed 
the amount. There was an Easter bunny and a Chick and each girl had 6 
guesses! Last came the weight of the cake and the winner received a 
small boxed cake! We were lucky and had a large cake donated by Mr. 
Tunnock – bottom tier of wedding cake size! Feeds 60-70! Girls really 
enjoyed and he has been thanked for this kind donation to the 
Company.  The  ‘eggs’  were  won  by  an  Explorer,  the  animals  by  a  Junior  
and a Brigader, and the cake by a Junior – adults did not win prizes but 
also enjoyed the cake and buffet, as did the girls. 
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We have had our Spring service and presentation of awards to all 
Companies.  The  collection  at   this  and  our  AGM   in  a   few  weeks’   time  
will go to Airdrie Hospice as one of the Lieutenants from Newarthill 
recently lost her fight for life there. It was a sad, sad funeral as Pamela 
was only 32 and has a 5yr old son. That is the Company that Marina 
Lyle, Captain of 1st Jerviston and myself helped out and ran for 6 
months but nobody from their church was interested in becoming 
qualified to take this on, and both of us could not commit any more 
time, as we felt our own companies were going to suffer. Thanks to our 
officers who kept things going with a little bit of extra work, and to the 
Brigader who came with me each night to help with the girls in 
Newarthill. 
  
We are still planning an activity weekend away but due to various 
problems, we have put it off till September, October, when we will 
know the new girls better. 
  
Badgework for the session is complete and we are looking forward to 
the awards night on 18th May at 7pm in the church. We will celebrate 
again,  any  excuse  for  more  cake!  This  time  it’s  the  adults  who  send  the  
girls each week and those who come and help when asked, and you for 
supporting us, who get to eat and drink refreshments! The girls will not 
be left out! 
  

Thanks to all who helped us raise money for Erskine, Water Aid and 
Mary’s  Meals  over  the  session. The girls and officers do appreciate this 
as it has given them all a sense of pride in helping others.   

 

Many thanks to everyone in the congregation for your continued 
support. 

 
Liz Bogle 

Captain, 3rd Motherwell Girls Brigade 
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We are grateful to those who have made money donations to help 
meet the costs of putting on 5 or 6 Messy Churches each year. 
For this year we have also received a most helpful grant of £1250 from 
the Big Lottery to help us meet these costs.      

 

 

  
Pilgrimage – “He  is  not  here,  He  is  Risen!” 

 
On the evening of Sunday 10 April the group of pilgrims from this 
congregation who visited the Land of the Holy One last year was able 
to share some of their wonderful experiences with those who attended 
the evening service. In addition to the many photographs taken (just a 
sample shown!) it was great to have all joining in a selection of the 
hymns, readings and prayers which were such an important part of the 
pilgrimage experience. 
 
Dr James Martin, who this year celebrates 70 years as on ordained 
minister of the Church of Scotland, lead 30 pilgrimages in his younger 

The huge success of Messy Church 
requires a great effort by the dedicated 
team who arrange all of the activities and 
the meal. 
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days. He too never tired of the thrill of worshipping God at these sites 
so well known to us from our bible reading. 
 
In one of his many books Dr Martin recalled his feelings as he visited 
the Garden of Gethsemane for the last time; 
 
“As  I  looked  for  the  last  time  upon  that  old  olive  tree  and  its  offspring in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, I felt sorrow that I would not be seeing 
them the following year. But I was gladdened by the assurance that the 
process of growth and continuity of these trees, which will not die until 
they have given birth out of their own body to a successor to grow in its 
place, would continue in my absence. I looked long and hard at that old 
olive tree as I took my farewell of it, fascinated by the thought that, at 
most, it was a mere two tree generations removed from the tree which 
was there on that spot when Jesus was in Gethsemane just hours 
before his death. That reflection remains with me. Somehow that olive 
tree reaching back to his agony on the first Maundy Thursday evening 
is a reminder that the Jesus story is bedded in real  history.” 

 
 

Letters and Cards 
 
 
I wish to express my sincere thanks for the beautiful flowers I received on the 
occasion of my birthday. Also to Edith Ross for our chat and taking the time to 
deliver them. Very much appreciated. 

Pearl Weir 
 

I would like to thank you very much for the flowers and good wishes I received 
on my 89th birthday. They were lovely and very much appreciated. Thanks also 
to all the good people who provide this wonderful services. 

Walter Wilson 
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Just a few lines to thank you for the comfort and support shown to us at the 
time of our  son  Barry’s  death. Also thanks to our church family for cards and 
flowers. 

Jane and John Marshall 
 
THANK YOU! – Very much thanks to everyone who so kindly helped make our 
Blooming Great Tea Party a great success. Together we raised an amazing 
£1686.07 for Marie Curie Cancer Care. Your generosity and support is very 
much appreciated.   

 The Kerr Family 
 
On behalf of my mother Margaret Sneddon I would like to thank everyone for 
the cards, gifts and flowers sent to her since she moved to Kirknowe Care 
Home. They were very much appreciated. I would also like to thank Derek, 
Stuart and Bill Millar for their visits and the beautiful flowers received from 
the church on the occasion of her birthday. 

 Janette Moffat 
 
I would like to express my grateful thanks for the beautiful flowers I received 
following my recent stay in hospital – it really made my day. 

 Nancy Chynoweth 
 
I would like to thank the church on behalf of my dad, John McEwan 72 
Brandon Court, for the lovely flowers he got delivered for his 96th birthday. 

Christine Mathie 
 

Heartfelt thanks for the lovely spring flowers received today on my birthday 
from our church family, lovingly delivered by Janette and Crawford Moffat. I 
would like to say thank you to the Rev Derek for his house visit and spiritual 
comfort which is much appreciated. 

Anne K Horne 
 

I send my thanks for the Church flowers which I received on my birthday. I also 
appreciated  the  singing  of  ‘happy  birthday’  by  Aileen  and  the  Duty Group -. I 
had a lovely time on my birthday. God Bless. 

Cathie Hastie 
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Thank you very much for the beautiful flowers which I received on my 
birthday, they were very much appreciated. Also thanks to the ladies who 
delivered them – Jan and Margaret. 

Cathie Lilly 
 
Thank you for the lovely flowers I received on my birthday. Thanks also to Alex 
Baird for delivering them. It was so nice to have a chat with him. 

May Brown 
 
I wish to convey my sincere thanks to Derek for his visit to the hospital and 
Stuart who visited me at home. I also wish to convey my thanks to Janette 
Moore for delivering the lovely flowers. I was so uplifting to receive those 
prayers and good wishes. To Stuart I am really thankful for the lovely prayer 
he put up for my son Alex for who we were very concerned. It is good to be a 
part of such a caring and friendly congregation. Yours in Christian fellowship. 

Ruby McGregor 
 

I would like to thank all involved in the preparation of the church flowers I 
received on my birthday and added thanks to Janette Moffat for delivering 
them. 

John Porterfield 
 
 
Letters, e-mails and telephone calls have also been received from the 
following people, expressing appreciation for cards, prayers, flowers 
and support - 
 
 

Robert Crowe, Margaret Reid, Mrs Myrtle Lockhart, 
Mrs Betty Hamilton, Edith McMillan, Anne Wilson,  

Roger and Margaret Dunnachie, Dorothy Johnstone,  
Nan Chapman, Jack Hamilton, May Dudgeon 
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Congregational Register 
 

BAPTISMS: the LORD bless you and keep you  
 

Mrs Jillian Gillen (Adult Baptism) 
on Easter Day, Sunday 27th March 2016 

 
Emma Elizabeth Johnstone 

infant daughter of Kevin and Claire (nee Hughes) 
 

Emily Cameron 
infant daughter of Scott and Karen (nee Dalton) 

 
Mason John William McKiddie 

infant son of Derek and Charlene (nee Watson) 
 

Carson Derek James McKiddie 
infant son of Derek and Charlene (nee Watson) 

 
Brodie Alan Bryce 

infant son of Alan and Amanda Bryce (nee Mathers) 
 

Layla Summer Bryce 
infant daughter of Alan and Amanda Bryce (nee Mathers) 

 
Blair Wilson Bryce 

infant son of Alan and Amanda Bryce (nee Mathers) 
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WEDDINGS: the love of our LORD joins two hearts together 
 

Aimee McGinn and Jamie Nelson 
 on Sunday 27th March 2016 

 
Laura McCartney and Philip Dickson 

 on Wednesday 6th April 2016 
 

Marri Abraham and Colin Strachan 
 on Sunday 10th April 2016 

 
 

FUNERALS: left this world, but not forgotten 
 

Catherine (Irene) Rankin, 15 Wallace Street, Motherwell 
Adam Henderson McKnight, 51 Elder Way, Carfin, Motherwell 

Walter Brown, 28 Kirk Street, Motherwell 
Barry Marshall, Dalriada Crescent, Motherwell 

William (Bill) Robertson Anderson, 10 Coursington Crescent, Motherwell 
Helen Hamilton McMillan Walker, Morningside Care Home 

George Davidson, 7 Wood Street, Motherwell 
Malcolm Donald McNeill, 11 Albion Tower, Motherwell 
Annie Allan Gardner Barr, 25 Guthrie Court, Motherwell 

Katrina McCallum, 79 Wood Crescent, Motherwell 
William (Willie) Stodart, Kirknowe Nursing Home, Wishaw 
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Organisations & Activities 
 

Sunday 11:00am Morning Worship in Main Sanctuary 
Sunday 11:00am Crèche, Sunday school & Fusion 
Sunday 12:00 Noon After service tea/coffee bar 
Sunday 3:00pm Worship at Glenview Court (Monthly) 
Sunday 6:30pm Evening Worship (as announced) 

 
Monday 9:30 – 11:30am Crafts Group in Small Hall 
Monday 2:00 – 4:00 pm Carpet Bowls in Large Hall 
Monday 6:00pm 19th Motherwell Rainbows 
Monday 6:30pm 19th Motherwell Brownies 
Monday 7:00pm 19th Motherwell Guides 
Monday 7:30pm Men’s  Club  in  Small  Hall 
Monday 7:30pm Prayer Hour in Sanctuary Quiet Room 

 
Tuesday 6:30pm Hamilton Presbytery (1st Tuesday of Month) 
Tuesday 6:30pm Hamilton Presbytery Committees 

(3rd Tuesday of Month) 
Tuesday 7:00pm The Church of Scotland Guild 

 
Wednesday 1:00pm Prayer Hour in Sanctuary Quiet Room 
Wednesday 2:00pm Sisterhood in Small Hall 
Wednesday 6:30pm 3rd Motherwell  Girls’  Brigade 
Wednesday 7:30pm Young Adults Group (every 2nd Wednesday) 
Wednesday 7:30pm Choir Practice in Lower Rooms 

 
Thursday 2:00 – 4:00pm Carpet Bowls in Large Hall 

 
Thursday 

 
7:30pm 

Kirk Session in Small Hall 
(2nd Thursday of Month) 

 
Thursday 

 
7:30pm 

Congregational Board in Small Hall 
(3rd Thursday of Month) 

 
Friday 6:00pm 2nd/4th Motherwell B.B. Anchor Boys 
Friday 6:30pm 2nd/4th Motherwell B.B. Junior Section 
Friday 7:00pm 2nd/4th Motherwell B.B. Company Section 
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Caleb Radio 
 

Listen to our weekly services along with some great Christian music 
and teaching on Caleb Radio. Online www.calebradio.org. 

 
Apps are available for both iPhone and Android devices 

 

 
 

Reachout Project 
 

Donations of tins, dried and packaged food are always welcome  
to help those less fortunate within our town.  

Please place all donations in the box at the foot of the stairs  
near the small hall at the rear of the Church.  

We are also looking for volunteers for this project, which helps the 
homeless. If you can help please contact Jean Stevenson. 

 
 

Next Edition of Kirk Matters 
 
 

Please send your contributions for the next edition of  
Kirk Matters to Linda Irvine, either via email lirvine@live.co.uk  

 or place in my pigeon hole 
no later than Sunday 7 August 2016 
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Thank You  
 
to everyone who helped produce and distribute Kirk Matters including; 
 
EDITING:  Linda Irvine 
 
PRINTING:  Helen Lawson 

 
COLLATION: Margaret Anderson, Alex and Doreen Baird,  

Janette Black, Robert Crowe, May Johnston,  
Betty Morton, Margaret Reid, Irene Struthers, 
Margaret Walker, Eleanor Weir, Myra Davies. 
 

DISTRIBUTION: Helen Lawson, along with the large team of 
volunteers who deliver our quarterly newsletter. 

 
 

 
 

Remember for all the latest news and information you can visit our 
website www.dalzielstandrews.org.uk or follow us 

 

                     
 

Motherwell: Dalziel St. Andrew’s  Parish  Church is a Registered Scottish Charity - SC 015503 


