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The Manse of Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church
Dear friends,
At mid-day on Tuesday 4th October, I was given the privilege of leading
worship in St. Giles’ Cathedral, the High Kirk of Edinburgh. It’s something I
never imagined I would do in my ministry, and it all seemed a bit surreal. The
occasion was the 133rd anniversary of the founding of The Boys’ Brigade by
Sir William Alexander Smith. It was a huge honour to be involved as Chaplain
to B.B. Scotland.

As I looked around, I witnessed the splendour and grandeur of this ancient
sanctuary, and was impressed by so much. Did you know that the
Communion Table is made from a single block of marble, which was specially
imported from Italy? So concerned were they that it would crack or chip
when they laid it in place, they devised an ingenious way of allowing it to
come to rest. It was lowered on to a bed of ice. As the ice melted, the Table
came to rest so very gently and safely. Yet, as captivated as I was with the
building, for me, the day was truly about people. To stand in the pulpit and
speak in the church where John Knox had preached was an awesome
experience. Aware that God’s people have worshipped on that site at The
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Royal Mile for almost 900 years was quite a humbling, yet uplifting, thing. To
welcome representatives from B.B. Companies around Scotland, including
our very own 2nd/4th Motherwell, as well as a B.B. Captain and his wife over
from Hong Kong, not forgetting the chance to remember the pioneering spirit
of Sir William Alexander Smith – all of this was very meaningful.

You see, ultimately, people are the most important thing in God’s Kingdom,
not buildings. Of course, bricks and mortar have their place. They are a
context in which worship and service are offered to the LORD. However, we
must never be carried away with focusing too much on buildings, for, even
the best of these is eventually transitory in nature.
The LORD is leading us forward, as His people and on His mission to share the
good news of Jesus Christ with those in the wider community. We are to be,
as Scripture teaches, “living stones.” Together, God is building us into a
temple that will bring glory to His eternal name. And, let me tell you, that’s
not just a message for CHRISTmas, but for every day.
The blessing of Christ be upon you this Christmas, and on into 2017.
Derek W. Hughes
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Dates for your Diary
Saturday 3rd December 2016
CHRISTmas Fayre in the halls from 11:00am
Thursday 8th December 2016
Meeting of the Kirk Session from 7:30pm
Sunday 18th December 2016
NATVITY – “Och Aye the News!”
presented by our Sunday school children at 11:00am
followed by our annual CHRISTmas Tea in the Hall
Saturday 24th December 2016
6:30pm all age worship for CHRISTmas Eve
followed by refreshments in the hall
11:30pm traditional Watchnight service
preceded by refreshments in the hall
Sunday 25th December 2016
Brief act of Worship at 11:00am for CHRISTmas Day
Bring along your favourite gift from this year
Sunday 1st January 2017
Brief act of Worship at 11:00am
to welcome the New Year

Watch out every Sunday for worship services, which are live-streamed,
filmed and uploaded, to our church YouTube channel.
There is a stream provided especially for those who are deaf or
hard of hearing.
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Kirk Session
16 JUNE 2016
The Kirk Session met on Thursday 16th June 2016 in the small hall at 7.30pm.
The Revd. Derek Hughes, Moderator, welcomed everyone present. The
Moderator then opened the meeting with a reading from Psalm 133, a hymn
and constituted the meeting in prayer. Twenty-nine elders were present with
twenty-eight apologies. In the absence of Mr Crawford Moffat, Session Clerk,
and Mrs Helen Lawson, Deputy Session Clerk the Moderator asked for
Session’s approval that Colin Weir take a minute of the meeting. This was
agreed. The minutes from the previous meeting held on Thursday 12 May
2016 were distributed to each Elder prior to the meeting. These were
adopted and signed.
BUSINESS ARISING
Communion Trays: Following the discussion on the old disused Communion
Trays at the previous meeting the Session Clerk had sent a letter to
Motherwell South Parish Church on behalf of the Kirk Session advising that it
had been agreed the trays were given to them on a permanent loan.
CORRESPONDENCE
World Mission Council: A letter and magazine was received from the World
Mission Council with this edition focusing on ‘Care for Creation’. This has
been posted on the notice board. It highlighted the Care for Creation
conference being held on 1 October 2016 at Bridge of Allan Parish Church. If
anyone is interested in attending they should speak to the Moderator or
Session Clerk.
Syrian Refuges: The Moderator had received an email from Jonathan Smith,
Local Regeneration Manager, North Lanarkshire Council, regarding the Syrian
Refugee Resettlement Programme inviting representatives to a meeting on
Wednesday 29 June 2016 at 6.30pm in the Pat Cullinan Centre, North
Motherwell, to look at how the church, along with other community
organisations, can help to support the resettlement process. The Moderator
deeply encouraged people to attend this meeting and highlighted the
importance of the church reaching out to help the refugees, as Syria is
currently the worst war torn place in the world.
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Going for Growth: An email was received from the Mission and Discipleship
Council regarding a ‘Going for Growth’ event on October 19 in the Renfield
Centre, Glasgow. This event will be an opportunity for churches to attend
and take advantage of ways to explore new methods of adding value to our
work as a Parish Church. Anyone interested in attending should speak to the
Session Clerk.
ASSISTANT MINISTER’S REPORT
No report, as Stuart Love is attending his final Probationer’s Conference at
Peebles Hydro. The Moderator took the opportunity to discuss a link that
Stuart Love had made with the United Free Church in Perth who, each week,
use our video recorded sermon within their church as they currently have a
vacancy for a minister. The Moderator and his wife have been invited by the
congregation and will be attending a Praise Service in Perth on the evening of
Friday 17 June.
HOLY COMMUNION
In the Session Clerk’s absence the Moderator, on his behalf, thanked
everyone involved in the two Communion Services on Sunday 5 June and
advised that the numbers attending this year were 220 in the morning, six in
the evening with an unknown number of visitors, giving a total of 226.
Compared to last year at the same service there was a drop of 28 people. It
was highlighted that nobody was at the back door to receive the communion
cards from people attending. The Moderator intimated that the numbers at
the evening service were disappointing as there were only a total of 18
people attending. The Moderator encouraged visiting Elders to remind
people that there is an opportunity to receive communion at the evening
service also.
ORGANISATION REPORTS
The Guild: A report was heard from Janice Weir and Eric Geddes regarding
their visit to the Guild. President Mary MacKenzie who led the devotions
welcomed them. The Guild has had a wide and varied programme of speakers
and singers during the session. The evening as always ended with tea and
biscuits.
The office bearers and committee are a dedicated group and lead a happy
and friendly organisation. The good wishes of the Kirk Session were conveyed
to the members.
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Fusion: A report was heard from Jim Rae and Margaret Kells regarding their
visits and the work of Fusion (formerly the Bible Class) within the Church.
There are 9 young people on the roll and 4 leaders, Ruth Love, Christine
Fisher, Fi Ross and Debbie Bogle, who share the duties. The meeting spends
time with a Bible reading, which is then discussed and related to their lives.
Fusion is in good hands and we can feel confident that the young people are
receiving the guidance and encouragement they need.
LOCAL CHURCH REVIEW
The Moderator highlighted that a joint meeting with the Kirk Session and
Congregational Board has been arranged for Thursday 23 June at 8.00pm
where representatives from Hamilton Presbytery will be present to discuss
our ‘Stage 3: Mission Possibilities’ document which compiles all the points
raised from the last time the Kirk Session and Congregational Board met in
SMART Goal format.
The Moderator then highlighted each of the points in the document, and
welcomed feedback from those in attendance.
Stuart Watson noted that there will be a crossover between some of the
points in different sections within the document and also that we may be
able to use some of the suggestions to support the Syrian Refugees
Relocation Programme that was discussed earlier within the correspondence.
RETIRAL OFFERINGS
The Moderator presented the organisations supported through our retiral
offerings over the last 12 months and welcomed suggestions of other
organisations. The following was agreed:
Harvest – Tearfund and also a food collection for the Basics Foodbank in
Motherwell
October Communion Service – CrossReach (Social Care arm of the Church of
Scotland)
Remembrance Sunday – Poppy Scotland
Christmas Eve – Tabeetha School (Different suggestions to be discussed for
next year)
February Communion Service – St. Andrew’s Hospice
Easter Sunday – Glasgow City Mission through Easter Eggs
June Communion – Well Hall Home, Hamilton
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NOMINATION OF PRESBYTERY ELDER
Following Stephen Day stepping down as Presbytery Elder the Session Clerk
has discussed this post with Liann Weir who will take on this role and be
supported by the Session Clerk during meetings she cannot attend. This to be
reviewed in twelve months time. This was approved by the Kirk Session.
HOLIDAY CLUB
Debbie Bogle along with other members of the Young Adults Group have
requested that they are permitted to organise and run a Holiday Club on the
11, 12 and 13 July this year. This will be staffed by members of the church,
many of whom already have a PVG (Protection of Vulnerable Groups)
certificate. These names, along with some others have been discussed with
Linda Simpson, Safeguarding Coordinator, and it has been agreed that those
from outwith the congregation will provide references for their involvement.
The Kirk Session agreed to this. The Moderator advised that we shall ensure
that all the “boxes are ticked” for those involved.
ALTERATIONS TO THE COMMUNION ROLE
The Kirk Session were sad to hear of the death of
Mrs Jean McEwan, 72 Brandon Court, Motherwell, and
Mrs Agnes Barr, 185 Hamilton Road, Motherwell.
In By Transference Certificate – Mr Charles Richmond, 14 Orion Way, Carluke.
(Certificate still to be received from Coltness Memorial Church, Newmains).

23 JUNE 2016
JOINT MEETING BETWEEN KIRK SESSION & CONGREGATIONAL BOARD
The Kirk Session joined with the Congregational Board. Stuart Love welcomed
everyone present and introduced George Robertson and John Irvine who
would conduct our Local Church Review on behalf of the Presbytery of
Hamilton. Stuart explained that the Revd. Derek Hughes was indisposed and
sent his apology. He then opened the meeting with prayer. Thirty elders were
present with fifteen apologies.
LOCAL CHURCH REVIEW (LCR) STAGE 1,2 AND 3:
George Robertson intimated that the Revd. Joanne Hood was, at short notice,
unable to attend the meeting and John Irvine, Session Clerk, Wishaw South
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had agreed to join the review team. George intimated that he would work
through stage 1,2 and 3 of the Local Church Review sequentially.
After an extensive question and answer session George Robertson
informed the meeting that a report would be drawn up and brought back to
Dalziel St Andrew’s for discussion prior to submission to the Presbytery of
Hamilton.
8 SEPTEMBER 2016
The Kirk Session met on Thursday 8 September 2016. The Revd. Derek
Hughes welcomed everyone present. The Moderator opened the meeting
with a reading of Psalm 121, a hymn and constituted the meeting in prayer.
Forty-five elders were present with thirteen apologies.
BUSINESS ARISING:
Local Church Review (LCR): The Session Clerk informed the Kirk Session that
George Robertson had intimated that the Local Church Review report would
be forwarded to Dalziel St Andrew’s within two weeks before submission to
the Presbytery of Hamilton.
Holiday Club: Stuart Love informed the Kirk Session that the Holiday Club,
held over 3 days in July, with around 50 children attending each day, a third
of whom had no previous contact with the church. An evaluation meeting
had been held with the organisers and due to the Holiday Club’s success, it
had been decided to extend it to 5 days next year.
CORRESPONDENCE:
World Mission Council: A letter and Magazine was received from the World
Mission Council with this edition focusing on ‘Harvest’. This has been posted
on the notice board.
Ministries Council: A letter was received from the Ministries Council
intimating the next Vocations Conference. Details of this are on the notice
board.
Intergenerational Working Group: Intimation was received from the
Intergenerational Working Group requesting help with an online survey.
Details can be had from the Session Clerk.
Mission And Discipleship Council: Intimation of a ‘Talking Jesus’ event and
information detailing resources for mission was received from the Mission
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and Discipleship Council. Details of these are on the Notice Board or can be
had from the Session Clerk.
Youth Equip: Intimation was received detailing the Youth Equip happening on
the 8 October 2016. Details on Notice Board or from the Session Clerk.
Presbytery of Hamilton: An extract minute was received from the Presbytery
of Hamilton encouraging congregations to: 1). Explore how they might
engage in practical ecumenism; 2). Pray for the twinning visit to Kwahu
Presbytery in Ghana; 3). To reflect prayerfully on the consequences of the EU
referendum vote on Human rights, justice, care for creation, the treatment of
refugees, the eradication of poverty and to consider the political implications
of the gospel injunction to love our neighbour.
Intimation of thanks for supporting St. Andrew Hospice Capital Appeal, which
raised £1834 plus gift aid. Congregations are being urged to support again
this year as near to St Andrew’s Day as possible. The Moderator reminded
the Kirk Session that it had decided that the retiring collection on 5 February
2017 would be in favour of St Andrew’s Hospice.
Motherwell South Parish Church: A letter was received from the Kirk Session
of Motherwell South Parish Church thanking Dalziel St Andrew’s Parish
Church for their generous gift of Communion Trays.
PRESBYTERY REPORT:
Liann Weir gave a report of the Hamilton Presbytery meeting on 6 September
2016.
Revd Gavin W. G. Black BD, Motherwell Crosshill, linked with St. Margaret’s,
was elected as Moderator. Tributes were paid to Revd John Jackson and Revd
Roddy Dick both of whom had passed away recently.
A presentation on Messy Church from Jen Robertson, Schools and Church
Youth Development worker. Reiterating Messy Church core values of Christ
Centred, celebration, creativity, hospitality and bringing all ages together. Jen
made an open invitation to contact her for support.
A presentation from Evelyn Dickson, Property Consultant offering support to
churches relating to property issues.
The Prison Fellowship project was highlighted. Volunteers for prison visits
and pastoral support are being recruited.
Consultation is underway around proposed disciplinary procedures for
churches. Feedback is being gathered on line.
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Discussion took place regarding plans for local churches to become
ambassadors for the hospice and support them through fundraising for the
refurbishment project and raising awareness of the service it provides.
Discussion took place around developing a COSY (Church of Scotland Youth)
network within Hamilton Presbytery to encourage our young people and
develop greater engagement with the NYA (National Youth Assembly).
ASSISTANT MINISTERS REPORT:
Stuart Love presented his last report as Assistant Minister. Stuart and his wife
Ruth wished to thank all in the Kirk Session and congregation who had helped
and supported them throughout his placement. They were now looking
forward to the next step with his call to Clincarthill Parish Church.
HOLY COMMUNION:
The Session Clerk informed the Kirk Session that the arrangements for Holy
Communion on Sunday 2 October 2016 had been distributed to the serving
elders.
HANDBOOK UPDATES:
The Handbook updates for 2016-17 were distributed to the elders. The
Moderator thanked Helen Lawson for all the hard work involved in producing
these handbooks.
SECURITY CONCERNS:
The Moderator informed the Kirk Session that there had been security
concerns with an attempted intrusion into the premises through an unlocked
door. He asked all to vigilant.
KESWICK IN MOTHERWELL:
The Moderator informed the Kirk Session that Keswick in Motherwell is being
hosted in our premises on 15-17 September 2016. With a mission and
resources exhibition being held during the day and services each evening. The
Session Clerk asked for Volunteers to help with stewarding each evening.
MESSY CHURCH:
The Moderator informed the Kirk Session that with the success of Messy
Church last session the organising committee had decided to extend it to six
sessions instead of five. The next Messy Church would be on 30 October 2016
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starting at 3.30 pm. Helpers are needed please add your name to sheet on
notice board.
BASIC FOR BABIES:
Liz Bogle asked the Kirk Session that a Girls’ Brigade initiative ‘Basics for
Babies’ be allowed to place a small basket at the front door of the church on
Sundays to collect donations of small items for babies in need. The Kirk
Session readily agreed.
ALTERATIONS TO THE COMMUNION ROLL:
The Kirk Session was sad to hear of the death of:
Nettie Collins, Highgate Care Home, Uddingston and
John (Jack) McEwan, 72 Brandon Court, Motherwell.
Out by Transference Certificate:
Wilson Davidson, 1 Lomond Drive, Barrhead, Glasgow.
The Kirk Session was happy to receive by Transference Certificate:
Charles Richmond, 14 Orion Way, Carluke from Coltness Memorial Church,
Newmains;
Linda McCormack, Flat 68, Netherwood Tower, Motherwell ML1 2EQ from
Wrangholm Parish Church
The Kirk Session was happy to receive by Resolution:
Nicola (Nicki) Jamieson (nee Weir) 90 Cornelia Street, Motherwell ML1 3RY
from Lennox Evangelical Church.

Crawford Moffat
Session Clerk

Sunday School
The Sunday School (SS) have enjoyed studying stories about the life of
Joshua from The Old Testament and a series from the New Testament
entitled ‘People Jesus Met’ and “Who is Jesus?”. During Advent the
children will again look at The Birth of Jesus
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Staffing: Elizabeth Hughes has been a teacher in the Beginners
Department for many years. She has shared her experience of teaching
in Sunday School with the other leaders and shared her Faith with this
3-5 year group helping them to know of God’s love by storytelling,
craft and other activities. We thank Elizabeth for her dedication to the
work of Sunday School and wish her well. As we bid Elizabeth farewell
a warm welcome goes to Fiona Wedlock as she joins The Beginners
staff.
Ruth Love left Fusion staff as she and Stuart moved to Clincarthill
parish Church. Our best wishes go with them in the next stage of
Stuart’s ministry. A warm welcome is given to Charlotte Hands joining
the Fusion Staff.
The primary group of children is large in number. A warm welcome is
also given to Eleanor Arbuckle who has joined the Primary Staff to help
with this large group.
A huge thank you to all Sunday School staff who willingly give of their
time and talents to share their faith with our young church family.
Fusion meet in the Blue Room each week, following a varied
programme of Bible study and craft. Look out for Fusion’s report in Kirk
Matters. If you know of any young people in P7, S1 and S2 please invite
them to come along to find out what this lively group is all about. They
would be made very welcome.
Welcome: It’s a great joy when our SS register grows. We welcome
baby Hannah Jamieson to the crèche.
Elders: Ian Guthrie and Jean Stevenson, SS visiting Kirk Session elders,
take a keen interest in all that we do in our work with the children.
They joined us in classes on Sunday 6th November 2016 and will return
early in 2017 for a second visit. We thank them for joining us and for
bringing the good wishes of the Kirk Session.
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Offerings: The children of SS are very generous in bringing an offering
each week to help other children. The wonderful sum of £550 was
presented to four-year-old Drew Devlin, to be given to The Children’s
Heart Unit Fund (CHUF) at the Freeman Hospital in Newcastle where
Drew has been attending. We give thanks that Drew’s treatment has
been successful. A second cheque of £550 has been sent to McCabe
Educational Trust to be forwarded to The Al Shurooq school for the
blind in Bethlehem.
Thank you to Elaine Geddes who for many years has been the SS
treasurer, counting the offerings and looking after the SS accounts.
Elaine has now passed this role of treasurer to Audrey Hulme, who has
willingly taken on this extra responsibility.
This session our offerings will be divided between Samaritan’s Purse
UK and the Lanarkshire Deaf Club which supports deaf children in
Lanarkshire. I’m sure you will agree both are excellent charities to
support.
As always the children and teachers will be very busy during the weeks
leading up to Christmas.
Gift Service: On 27th November, the First Sunday of Advent the
children will receive a gift of a book from the church. Giving and
receiving of gifts is a wonderful tradition at Christmas time as we
remember the best gift of all - Jesus. On that day, the children will join
the church family in bringing a gift for Women’s Aid.
Christmas Fayre: Once again the SS are responsible for the colourful
Christmas stall at the Church Christmas Fayre. Donations for the stall
will be welcomed and please come and buy on Saturday 4th December
in the church hall.
Christmas Parties and outings: Parents will be given details of dates
and arrangements from department teachers. We hope everyone has a
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happy time as they enjoy sharing in Christmas fun with friends in their
group.
Nativity: The children from the SS have been busy learning songs and
words for the Nativity service on Sunday 18th December which this
year has the title “OCH AYE THE NEWS! A BAIRN BORN IN
BETHLEHEM”. Many thanks to all the Children taking part and to the
nativity planning group lead by Elaine Geddes. Thanks also to Lorna
Geddes and Linda Simpson who join the SS Staff at this time of year to
help with the music and script of our nativity. We look forward to the
Church being packed with friends and relatives as the children bring
Christmas worship to us with the retelling of the first Christmas story
with a distinctive Scottish flavour. Don’t miss it!
Christmas Eve: Early Service Please join us in Church as we take time
out of the hustle and bustle of our hectic preparations for Christmas
2016 to remember the First Christmas when our Lord was born. This
short service is at 6.30pm on Saturday 24th December. The SS teachers
will serve tea, coffee and juice and hot Christmas pies and shortbread
in the hall at the end of the service before going home to hang up the
Christmas stockings and get tucked up into bed!
Christmas Day, Sunday 25th December at 11am: All children, young and
old, will be most welcome to come to church and bring a Santa gift to
show everyone. The centre candle will be lit on the Advent Crown as
we remember the birthday of Jesus during this short service of
worship. We hope to see you there.
Holidays: Sunday Jan 1st 2017 all departments including crèche will be
on holiday. SS resumes on Sunday 8th January2017. Schools in North
Lanarkshire resume on Monday 9th.
Messy Church: Sunday 15th January 2017 is the next Messy Church. All
children are invited to attend with their parents. Come along to church
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for some Messy Fun and Games and enjoy a family meal. Remember to
register in advance.
Thank you to everyone in the Church family for continued prayers for
the children and teachers. Also, thank you for the many gifts of money
bags and tubes filled with pennies. We appreciate all the kind thoughts
of our friends in the congregation who support the Christian education
of the young church family.
Wishing everyone Joy this Christmastime and happiness in the new
year ahead.
Anne Brown
Sunday school and Fusion Coordinator
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Fusion
This term at Fusion we welcome some new members who have moved
up from juniors, so welcome to Andrew Blair, Steven Reilly, Craig
Young and Patrick Jordan. Also, a new leader joined us to replace Ruth,
so welcome to Charlotte Hands.
As ever we are having a great time every Sunday and thought it might
be nice, and encouraging to hear from the kids this time! Here is what
they think of Fusion.
Kelsey- ‘I like how it's fun and that folk our age like it, and it works’.
Elise- ‘It's not right in your face. it’s appropriate for our age. it has been
babyish at other churches’.
Scott- ‘It’s a fun way to learn the bible and different from just reading
out’.
Andrew- ‘I like going to fusion, it's different from Sunday school. We
do different stories each week. We get to sit on couches and they are
really good because you just sink into them’.
David- ‘I like fusion because it's an interesting way to learn about the
bible and it's fun. Everyone that works there is nice and we look out for
each other. I like that I have made new friends and learned things I
didn’t know, and not always to do with the bible’.
Caitlin- ‘Fusion is great and I love coming every week. I love all the fun
things we do, especially the glow in the dark stuff we did. Also, I have
made loads of friends even when we are locked outside the room’.
Craig- ‘Fusion is fun. I enjoy doing the activities each week and eating
biscuits. I like the roleplay activities’.
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Look out for members of Fusion signing a verse from silent night in
British Sign Language (BSL) at the Christmas eve family service.

A Bit More! – Makeover Project – Forward for Jesus
When the contractor discovered serious wet rot problems in our
sanctuary roof a year or so ago we had to adjust our plans and focus on
that repair before we could address the much-needed repair and
pointing of the upper floor windows.
We hope also to add polycarbonate protection to those windows to
match that on the ground floor windows. A section of the loft also
proved inaccessible and prevented us from adding the important
insulation material.
We are delighted to advise that the necessary funding for our latest
project is now in place and a Contractor appointed to carry out the
work. We are very indebted to Viridor Credits; WREN; The General
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Trustees of the Church of Scotland; and The National Churches Trust
who have all again promised support.
Work will commence in November and ought to take about 6 to 8
weeks to complete. As before we ask all to take care as contractor’s
vehicles will be around the building and scaffold up in places to help us
fix the windows.
Thank you for your support and patience.
Ian Morrison
Property Convener

Social Committee
The Social Committee would like to thank everyone who helped raise
£350 from the Crossreach Lunch.
The Table Top Sale was held on 5th November and the sum of £807
was raised from Christine Scott, the Stall holders and the Tea Room.
By the time this issue of Kirk Matters has been received the Annual
Christmas Fayre will have been held. Details of the sum raised will be
notified in the Church News Sheet.
On Sunday 18th December, all are invited to the Large Hall after the
morning service when the Annual Tea will take place.
February 12th , 2017 will see the Annual Cupid's Lunch – please do
come along.

- 18 -

The Committee would like to thank everyone for their support over the
past year and wish everyone a blessed Christmas and a peaceful New
Year
Janette Black
Social Committee Convener

Memorial
Garden

Thanks to the generosity of the local grant scheme of North
Lanarkshire Council and the support of our four local Councilor’s plus
the donations and income from the American Brunch, our Memorial
Garden is now complete in the grounds of the church and will be
dedicated by Derek on Remembrance Sunday.
Colin Weir, assisted by a friend, carried out the labour for which we are
most grateful.
We pray the garden will bring comfort to those who are arranging to
plant a bush and to the many who pass by this most fitting addition to
the church property.
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The Prayer Groups
God is our refuge and
strength. A very present
help in trouble.
Psalm 46:1

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS: Love Came Down At Christmas
The Prayer Groups will be taking a short break over the festive season.
Monday Group: Monday 5th December to 9th January 2017
Wednesday Group: Wednesday 7th December to 11th January 2017
The Prayer Room, in the sanctuary, will still be open for use every
Sunday morning for private quiet time. All welcome.
Although the groups will be on a short break, Prayer Requests will still
be attended. Therefore, if you would like us to pray for you or
someone you know please complete a prayer card and put it in the
prayer box at the front and rear church door or let us know via the
church website or contact the church office: telephone 01698 264097
or email: office@disa.org.uk
May God surround you all with His Love and Peace
over the Festive Season.
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We were so pleased to be told that The Big Lottery has agreed to
financially support Befriend Motherwell and to do so for the next three
years. This does give us confidence to go forward with all of our work.
We continue to receive help from Go For It; The Robertson Trust; and
Dalziel St Andrew’s Parish Church. The help from the first two will
finish next year so we are so indebted that The Big Lottery has
acknowledged the importance of our services and allowed us to plan a
few more years work in the town helping the elderly.
Our Christmas Party is now being planned and events lined up for next
year as well as the continuing work with our one-to-one Befriending
links.
We are delighted that our local MP, Mrs Marion Fellows, took the time
to table the following Early Day Motion in Parliament at Westminster
in recognition of the work we are doing within Befriend Motherwell.
Befriend Motherwell and Support for Elderly People Early Day
Motion 606 Tabled before Westminster Parliament on the 26 th
October, 2016
That this House recognises the growing problem of loneliness and
isolation among elderly people which has proven to have detrimental
effects on mental health and life expectancy; commends the work of
volunteers at Befriend Motherwell who provide support, social spaces
and activities to elderly members of the community to combat
loneliness and isolation within the elderly community through one-toone befriending, group work and telephone befriending; congratulates
it on its recent award of £148,667 by the Big Lottery Fund which will
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allow it to continue to provide its invaluable service to users; and
believes the work that it and similar organisations do make great
contributions to the social inclusion of elderly people and directly
tackles the effects of loneliness and social isolation.
Primary Sponsor: Marion Fellows MP (Member of Parliament for
Motherwell and Wishaw)
Sponsors: Brenda O’Hara MP ; Kirsten Oswald MP; Peter Grant MP;
Alison Thewliss MP; Patricia Gibson MP.
We can always do with extra support. If you have an hour to spare and
week there is sure to be an area of work at Befriend Motherwell you
can help with. Just give myself (07796012462) or Colin (07736285850)
a call.
Liz Magunnigal
Befriending Co-ordinator

Men’s Club
The new session got off to a great start with a talk on The Boys Brigade
by our minister Revd. Derek Hughes. As the newly appointed Chaplain
to the BB in Scotland Derek gave an insight into the organisation
nationally.
Back from his placement in Sri Lanka, David Kirk described how life is in
that part of the world; there has never been so many questions asked
of David in many years.
Andy Devlin of the Sun Newspaper gave an excellent talk on his career
so far and of his experiences of reporting local/international football
and rugby events around the world.
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Our own Bill Millar, at short notice and without notes, gave an
excellent description of his time working in Africa, some issues a wee
bit serious and some absolutely hilarious! Well done Bill.
Our Christmas dinner is on 12th December at Wishaw Golf Club we
look forward to a great night of fellowship.
We are pleased to say that our profile blast is slowly working with
some interest being shown from our “in-house” advertising. Look out
for the fliers, there is a lot going on at The Men’s Club.
We are aware that there could be people who are interested in coming
to the Men’s Club but may feel a wee bit insecure wandering out on a
cold and wet winters evening, therefore we are planning a door to
door service for anyone who may be interested in coming along. If YOU
are interested, please contact Douglas Graham on 01698 265453 for
more information.
We meet most Monday evenings from 7.30 – 9.00pm.
Douglas Graham
President

Guild
The 2016/2017 session is well under way. We have welcomed some
new members this session and hope they are enjoying the fellowship.
The speakers and soloists have been excellent. We had a visit to
Calamity Jane and this was enjoyed by all.
Our social is scheduled for 29th November when we will be
entertained by the group “Same Difference” tickets priced £2.50 are
available from committee members.
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On the 13th December, we are looking forward to our Christmas
dinner at Dalziel Park. Our session ends with a Christmas Carol evening
with the Men’s Club on 20th December.
Janette Moffat
Secretary

“Do You Hear What I Hear?”
An extract from our mid-year report sent to our funders and also to
our email contacts.
Progress: The pilot year required an upgrade to the A.V. hardware in
use at the church and the addition of a new camera focussing solely on
the signer.
An approach was made to Deaf Action Scotland for assistance with
hiring, on a weekly basis, of both Signer and Notetaker. Deaf
Connections has also been helpful in this regard.
Response from Deaf Community: There is no scope for determining
how many people watch the live streaming on the “Deaf Stream”.
Feedback is received, however, from “viewers” in the form of regular
emails which confirms this is a very much needed initiative and making
a huge difference to the lives of people, many who have become deaf
over time.
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“I watched your service again yesterday and it was such a joy”
You Tube: There is, however, an opportunity to monitor response from
the number of “hits” on You Tube. Please note that a “hit” may mean
more than one person watching. From an early start in May of around
15 “hits” each service, the figures in a recent 7-week period have been;
28 August – 37
4 September – 33
11 September – 38
18 September – 27
25 September – 34
2 October – 62
9 October - 75
This is so very encouraging indeed and fully justifies the efforts to
reach out to this rather neglected community. It is worth noting that
the analysis of the You Tube “viewings” statistics reveals that deaf
people are joining in our worship from U.K.; Australia; India; U.S.A;
Morocco; Spain; Kenya; Israel; Canada.
Cost estimates were developed for the capital outlay on the camera
and equipment (Estimated at £7,000) and the revenue costs of
securing the expert help each week. (Estimated at £10,000 for the
year).
Successful appeals were made to many organisations for assistance to
meet these capital and revenue costs and also fund raising was carried
out within the congregation. As a result of securing occasional local
freelance help with both signing and electronic notetaking the
aggregate cost of carrying out the weekly inputs for these services has
been lower than first anticipated. It is now estimated that the annual
cost will be around £7,500, rather than the £10,000 originally
estimated.
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Publicity: A special leaflet was produced highlighting this new service
and distributed to all contacts who had registered at the prior seminar,
plus all known deaf clubs and organisations. In addition, presentation
was made to the local Presbytery; articles featured in Life & Work; deaf
person organisations on a national basis contacted; a special video
incorporating signing produced; weekly notification given in two local
newspapers; regular bulletins inserted in the Scottish Churches
Disability Group Newsletter.
Sustainability: The planning for the pilot year recognised that it would
be a challenge to maintain the project beyond the initial year,
particularly in securing the necessary recurring revenue funds
required. The support of grant funders in the early stages has been
wonderful, much appreciated, and very necessary. The strategy for
going forward beyond the pilot phase, to raise the estimated £7,500
required to maintain the project, focusses on several areas.
1. Fund Raising at Dalziel St Andrew’s Parish Church.
2. Each week an appeal is made via the online service seeking
financial support from “viewers” if possible to help sustain the
work.
3. Opportunities to reduce the cost of the service continue to be
explored including the use of Word Recognition Software to
lessen the need for electronic notetaking.
4. In relation to electronic notetaking, investigations are
underway to determine whether local volunteers from the
congregation might be able to carry out all or part of this
function.
5. It is unrealistic to think that members of the congregation can
master BSL and so avoid the costs involved in signing.
6. It is hoped that some or all of our initial funders will feel that
the pilot outcomes are sufficiently encouraging to justify
providing additional financial support for at least another year.
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Conclusions:
After 6 months of the Pilot Year the attempts at Dalziel St. Andrews to
reach out to the deaf community in worship are bearing much fruit
with so very encouraging feedback and statistics. With this
congregation of deaf worshippers now, on a weekly basis, joining in
the service, it is vital that the initiative continues beyond the pilot
phase and is sustained into the future. It is apparent that many deaf
people are unaware of the availability, at the church premises and
online, of this service.
Appeal:
1. Any assistance in spreading news of the availability of this service
would be of great help.
2. Any additional financial contributions which could be made to
allow the project to continue beyond the pilot year (which ends in
April 2017) would again be very much appreciated.
Thank you
Alex Baird

Can You Help?
We have saved a great deal of money over the last few years thanks to
the efforts of our Wednesday Squad who meet at the church each
Wednesday morning and carry out loads of minor maintenance tasks
both inside and outside of the church. With the passage of time our
numbers are a bit down on where they once were.
Can you help? Can you spare an hour or two on a Wednesday
morning to help us? Payment (a pancake!) is made each week at tea
break time.
Do come along any week if you think you can help.
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Thank you!
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Silent Night
The little church in the Austrian Village of Oberndorf was full for the
traditional Christmas Eve service. There was a special surprise item in
store. The vicar, Joseph Mohr, had written a new carol for the
occasion. He had given the completed manuscript to the organist in
good time. But now organist Franz Gruber was in despair. The organ
had broken down and he could not play his tune. Undeterred, the vicar
suggested that he and Herr Gruber should sing their carol as a duet.
In due course the organ was repaired and, as a test piece during
repairs, Herr Gruber played his new tune. The organ-repairer was
delighted with the new carol, and when he returned to his own village
of Zillerthal, he sang and played it there. A glove-maker living in
Zillerthal had four daughters who used to accompany their father on
his glove selling travels and give concerts in the towns and villages they
visited. The girls sang Silent Night to every available audience.
So, the carol which might have lain unknown in the church cupboard at
Oberndorf became a firm favourite all over Austria. Soon it was
translated into other languages and, on this Christmas Eve, it will be
sung all over the world.
Mary Batchelor
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Letters and Cards
On behalf of John, I would like to thank you for the flowers received for
this birthday. I would also like to thank the ladies who each week
arrange the flowers so beautifully in the church and vestry and the
ladies and gentlemen who deliver them to various recipients.
Dorothy Arthur
We would like to thank the Revd Derek Hughes, and the Kirk Session for
the short service and presentation to Frank at Netherton Care Home in
May in respect of his 50 years service as an elder. It was very much
appreciated. Jeanette would like to thank the congregation for the
flowers she received for her birthday, also in May.
.
Jeanette Reford and Susan Boland (nee Reford)
Thanks for the lovely flowers I received on my birthday and to Janette
for delivering them.
Mary Caldwell
Many thanks once again for the beautiful church flowers which I
received on my birthday. This gift is very much appreciated.
Margaret Kelly
Thank you for the lovely flowers and kind thoughts on the occasion of
our 65th wedding anniversary.
George and Mary Colquhoun
I would like to thank you for the lovely flowers I received on the
occasion of my ‘special birthday’. Thanks also goes to all involved in the
preparation and delivery of the flowers each week.
William Brown
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Ruth and I just wanted to send our sincere thanks for your very
generous parting gift. We are truly grateful for it, as well as for your
continued support and prayers as we find our feet in our new ministry
as part of Clincarthill Parish Church. We hope and pray things continue
to go well for you in Motherwell, and wish God’s richest blessing on you
all, as you continue to minister and work for Him.
With love, Stuart and Ruth
Thank you for the flowers, kind thoughts and prayers following my
recent illness.
Maureen Pollock
We would like to thank Derek and all our church friends for their
prayerful support, cards and encouraging words during John’s recent
illness and the sad passing of his mum, Jean. We are most appreciative
of the very personal and meaningful service of thanksgiving conducted
by Derek.
John and Linda Irvine

Letters, e-mails and telephone calls have also been received from the
following people, expressing appreciation for cards, prayers, flowers
and support

Bill Miller, Annie Gillespie, Myra McPhail,
Margaret and Benny Hands, Jean Black, Jean McCue,
Emma McKnight, Jean Stodart, Miss May McQueen,
Margaret Walker, Anne Brown, Dorothy Johnstone,
Peter and Anne Currie
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Somehow Not Only For Christmas
Somehow not only for Christmas
But all the long year through,
The joy that you give to others
Is the joy that comes back to you.
And the more you spend in blessing
The poor and the lonely and sad,
The more of your heart’s possessing
Returns to make you glad.
John Greenleaf Whittier
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Congregational Register
BAPTISMS: the LORD bless you and keep you
Hannah Jacqueline Elizabeth Jamieson
infant daughter of Gordon and Nicola (Nicki Weir)

WEDDINGS: the love of our LORD joins two hearts together
Jade Kelly and Samuel Bruce Davies
on Saturday 3rd September 2016
within Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Motherwell
Katie Marie Whitehead and Neale Robert William McMaster
on Saturday 24th September 2016
within Memorial Chapel, The University of Glasgow

FUNERALS: left this world, but not forgotten
(Baby) Riley Hogg
Robert (Bobby) Alan Watson, 121 Camp Street, Motherwell
Elizabeth (Betty) Quinn, 9 Albion Street, Motherwell
Janet (Nettie) Collins, Highgate Nursing Home, Uddingston
John (Jack) McEwan, 72 Brandon Court, Motherwell
Richard (Dick) Hall, 10 Arran Road, Motherwell
John Henry Wilson, 121 Milton Street, Motherwell
Jane (Jean) Morton Towl Irvine, Udston Hospital, Hamilton
John Brooks, 27 Frood Street, Motherwell
Jemima (Jean) Robertson, 21 Braidhurst Street, Motherwell
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Flowers in the Chancel
DEC 4th
DEC 11th
DEC 18th
DEC 25th
JAN 1st
JAN 8th
JAN 15th
JAN 22nd
JAN 29th
FEB 5th
FEB 12th
FEB 19th
FEB 26th

June Millar, 52 Orchard Street
Jean Burgess, 35a Beltonfoot way, Netherton
Margaret Kells, 27 Ceres Place.
Elsie Betts, Brandon Court
Elaine Geddes, 8 Sharp Street
Linda Simpson, 26 Sharp Street
Maureen Ferguson, 33 Coursington Gardens
Mary Macdonalsd 62 Breadalbain Cres
Dorothy Johnstone, 18 McIntosh Way
Mae & Dave Currie IN MEMORIAM
Elizabeth Bisset, 75 Vulcan Street
May Dudgeon, 46 Highfield Crescent
Pearl Grierson, 3 Barr Street
Isobel Pollock 347 Airbles Road
Elizabeth Bisset, 75 Vulcan Street
Jean Paterson 23 Viewpark Road
Christine Mathie, 2 Cobbet Road
In MEMORIUM Nan and Bert Wiliamson
Jean Maddock, 137 Manse Road
FLOWER FUND Donations welcome
Joan Graham, Airbles Drive
Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Willie Harvey, 35 Hillhead Crescent
John & Nan Goligher IN MEMORIAM
Jem Jarvie & Margaret Neilson IN MEMORIAM
Jean Wyper, Forgewood Road
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Flowers in the Vestibule
DEC 4th
DEC 11th
DEC 18th
DEC 25th
JAN 1st
JAN 8th
JAN 15th
JAN 22nd
JAN 29th
FEB 5th
FEB 12th
FEB 19th
FEB 26th

Janet Currie, 54 Orchard Street
Donna Gardner, 134A Crawford Street
Anne Horne. 12 Clapperhowe Road
May Brown, 46 Anderson Tower
Alicia Manson, 3 Dundyvan Lane Wishaw
Anonymous Donation
Betty Graham IN MEMORIAM
Sybil Miller, 5 Young Wynd, Bellshill
Elizabeth Bissett, 75 Vulcan Street
Margaret Donaldson, 42 Calder Grove
Helen Thomas, 13 Fort Street
Jean Maddock, 137 Manse Road
Betty Patten, 39 Lamlash Place

Thank you to everyone who kindly donate to the flowers which
beautify the sanctuary during worship.
If you would like to help in this so special outreach of love please add
your name to the Flower List (on the wall outside the kitchen) or speak
to Aileen Hamilton or Rae Blagg. This involves donating towards the
cost of the flowers which both adorn our sanctuary and then give
support to so many when delivered to homes after the service.
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Organisations & Activities
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

11:00am
11:00am
12:00 Noon
3:00pm
6:30pm

Morning Worship in Main Sanctuary
Crèche, Sunday school & Fusion
After service tea/coffee bar
Worship at Glenview Court (Monthly)
Evening Worship (as announced)

Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday

9:30 – 11:30am
2:00 – 4:00 pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
7:30pm
7:30pm

Crafts Group in Small Hall
Carpet Bowls in Large Hall
th
19 Motherwell Rainbows
th
19 Motherwell Brownies
th
19 Motherwell Guides
Men’s Club in Small Hall
Prayer Hour in Sanctuary Quiet Room

Tuesday
Tuesday

6:30pm
6:30pm

Tuesday

7:00pm

Hamilton Presbytery (1 Tuesday of Month)
Hamilton Presbytery Committees
rd
(3 Tuesday of Month)
The Church of Scotland Guild

Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

1:00pm
2:00pm
6:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm

Prayer Hour in Sanctuary Quiet Room
Sisterhood in Small Hall
rd
3 Motherwell Girls’ Brigade
nd
Young Adults Group (every 2 Wednesday)
Choir Practice in Lower Rooms

Thursday

2:00 – 4:00pm

Thursday

7:30pm

Thursday

7:30pm

Carpet Bowls in Large Hall
Kirk Session in Small Hall
nd
(2 Thursday of Month)
Congregational Board in Small Hall
rd
(3 Thursday of Month)

Friday
Friday
Friday

6:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

2 /4 Motherwell B.B. Anchor Boys
nd th
2 /4 Motherwell B.B. Junior Section
nd th
2 /4 Motherwell B.B. Company Section

st

nd
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th

Caleb Radio
Listen to our weekly services along with some great Christian music
and teaching on Caleb Radio. Online www.calebradio.org.
Apps are available for both iPhone and Android devices

Reachout Project
Donations of tins, dried and packaged food are always welcome
to help those less fortunate within our town.
Please place all donations in the box at the foot of the stairs
near the small hall at the rear of the Church.
We are also looking for volunteers for this project, which helps the
homeless. If you can help please contact Jean Stevenson.

Next Edition of Kirk Matters
Please send your contributions for the next edition of
Kirk Matters to Linda Irvine, either via email lirvine@live.co.uk
or place in my pigeon hole
no later than Sunday 5 February 2017
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Thank You
to everyone who helped produce and distribute Kirk Matters including;
EDITING:

Linda Irvine

PRINTING:

Helen Lawson

COLLATION:

Margaret Anderson, Alex and Doreen Baird,
Janette Black, Robert Crowe, May Johnston,
Betty Morton, Margaret Reid, Irene Struthers,
Margaret Walker, Eleanor Weir, Myra Davies.

DISTRIBUTION:

Helen Lawson, along with the large team of
volunteers who deliver our quarterly newsletter.

Remember for all the latest news and information you can visit our
website www.dalzielstandrews.org.uk or follow us

Motherwell: Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church is a Registered Scottish Charity - SC 015503
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