Dalziel St. Andrew’s
Parish Church

Kirk
Matters
September - November 2019

Dates for
your Diary

Thursday 5th September
Congregational Board Meets at 6.45pm
Kirk Session Meets at 7.30pm

Congregational
Register
Gone but not forgotten:
Mrs Ina Gemmell,
62 Glenview Court, Motherwell
Mrs Myra McPhail,
Avondale Care Home, Motherwell
John Miller,
9 Caldergrove, Motherwell

Saturday 7th September
Senior Treat
Thursday 12th – Saturday 14th September
Keswick in Motherwell
Sunday 22nd September
Harvest Sunday
Sunday 6th October
Sacrament of Holy Communion
At 11.00am and 6.30pm
Thursday 10th October
Congregational Board Meets at 6.45pm
Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm
Sunday 10th November
Remembrance Sunday – Service at 10.45am
Thursday 14th November
Congregational Board Meets at 6.45pm
Kirk Session Meets at 7.30pm
Sunday 1st December
Advent Gift Service

The ministry of kindness is a ministry
which may be achieved by all, rich and
poor, learned and illiterate. Brilliance of
mind and capacity for deep thinking have
rendered great service to humanity, but by
themselves they are impotent to dry a tear
or mend a broken heart.
(Anonymous)

Flower Calendar
September 1st

Cathie Warren
Janette Black
Mae and Dave Currie &
Nan and Bert
Williamson

September 8th

September 15th

May Henderson
Lesley Walker
Jeanette Moffat

Etta Warnock
Jean Speirs
Margaret Anderson
Rae Blagg

September 19th

October 6th

(In Memoriam)

September 22nd
Betty Hamilton
Elizabeth Malloy

October 13th

Thank you to everyone who kindly donate to the
flowers which beautify the sanctuary during worship.
If you would like to help in this so special outreach of
love please add your name to the Flower List (on the
wall outside the kitchen) or speak to Aileen Hamilton
or Agnes Mann. This involves donating towards the
cost of the flowers which both adorn our sanctuary
and then give support to so many when delivered to
homes after the service.

Irene Struthers
Flower Fund –
Donations Welcome

Colin and Liann Weir
Edith Ross
Flower Fund –
Donations Welcome

October 20th

October 27th

Mary Dick
Margaret Reid
Flower Fund –
Donations Welcome

Jean Stevenson
M Gemmell
Jim McCord

November 3rd

November 10th

Susan Turnbull
Les and Fiona Corbet
Barbara Brown

Ann Rytel
Jeanette Reford

(In Memoriam)

Mary MacKenzie
Mary Caldwell
The Cavinue Family

November 17th
Aileen Dobson
Irene Ormiston

(In Memoriam)

November 24th

Margaret Hands
C Campbell
Flower Fund –
Donations Welcome

December 1st
June Millar
Jean Burgess
Janet Currie
Susan Duncan

December 8th
Margaret Kells
Elsie Betts
Donna Gardner

Rob Jones - Locum Minister

As the year begins to turn once again, and any hot summer days become just a distant memory, we find ourselves involved in a
new session with all that that entails. I have to be careful what I say, because summer itself will have been busy enough for some
folk in all kinds of ways. That’s true for those doing the summer Sunday school and welcome duty and teas and cleaning and a
hundred and one other things! That’s not to mention the Holiday Club with so much hard work going into it, and it being rewarded
with such a great response. So thank you to all those who’ve been Busy (capital “B”) over the summer. And we do remember too,
that others have had commitments in different ways that have prevented anything much in the way of R&R.
For those who managed a break, hopefully you’re refreshed and recharged.
As many things start up again, it means there is responsibility; taking meetings, leading, organising and administration. And though
it is often very rewarding, it means a lot of hard work. Let me share something with you that may help in the church family here.
The Bible encourages us to do everything for the Lord. In Colossians 3:17 it says:
“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him”
That’s a good verse to guide and motivate us in whatever way we may be involved, great or small. But what does it mean “in the
name of the Lord Jesus”?
Well, first of all, it means that we seek to honour him just for who he is, even if no-one sees what we do. Secondly, it means that
often people DO see what we do and we are his representatives to them. Their understanding of Jesus is affected by what we do
and the way that we do it. So we try to do things as Jesus would, in his name
And if that seems a tall order (which it is!!), then we can be encouraged by the third thing – “in the name of the Lord Jesus” means
in his strength, not in our own. David went to Goliath, not in his own strength but “in the name of the Lord Almighty”. So we can
do this!
And at the end of the day, how else would we want to do things, really?
So, great or small, whatever we do, let’s aim to do all things well – and to honour His name.
Yours, in our Lord Jesus
Rob Jones

Kirk Session

At the June meeting of the Kirk Session we were delighted to confirm Anne Brown
as our new Presbytery Elder. Anne will attend the monthly meetings of Presbytery of
Hamilton and also will be assigned to one of the committees.

It was also decided that the retiral offerings for the next year will go to
•
Harvest Sunday – Tearfund
•
October Communion – St Andrew’s Hospice
•
Remembrance Sunday - Poppy Scotland
•
Christmas Eve - Crossreach
•
February Communion - Glasgow City Mission
•
Easter Sunday - Alzheimers Scotland
•
June Communion - Well Hall Home
Many of you will remember Charles who visited us last year and came along to Messy Church. We have been asked by
Presbytery if we would be interested in twinning with his congregation in Kwahu Presbytery, Ghana and a small committee
has been set up to look into this. I will let you know how this progresses.
As Alex Baird has now resigned as Chairman of the Congregational Board after many years of dedicated and faithful service,
our Interim Moderator, Rev Murdo C Macdonald has agreed to Chair the Board during the Vacancy. It has also been agreed
that the Congregational Board will now meet on the same evening as the Kirk Session immediately prior to the Kirk Session
meeting.
During this time of Vacancy we are delighted to have Rev Rob Jones with us as Locum Tenens. Many people have commented
on how much they are enjoying his services each Sunday and many others on how they have benefitted from his visits. We
are greatly blessed as a congregation to have Rob here to support us and minister to us.
As we approach September we are preparing for another busy session and looking forward to the changes and challenges
ahead, as always, working together for the glory of God.
Helen Lawson, Session Clerk.

Finance Update

As contained in the recent edition of Life and Work one of the
motions passed at the General Assembly this year was that no
congregation should have its Ministries and Mission (M & M) allocation increased after next year until such time
as alternative arrangements have been approved by the General Assembly.
Rev Dr Karen Fenwick, who proposed this motion, also stated that in her opinion “we have changed from being
fishers of men to being tax collectors”
Hopefully in the longer term this revised arrangement for M & M will mean that if our Income increases we can
retain more of the increase for local purposes.
In the shorter term I can advise that our Income has increased this year (especially from members already giving
or agreeing to give by way of Giftaid) and the Congregational Board is most grateful to all who have been able to
review their level of giving and also for the large one off donations received.
Although the end of the year is some way off an early estimation of our financial position is that we are likely to
be in the region of around £9,000 short which is an improvement of £5,000 on last year’s £14,000 shortage. The
Board will continue to monitor Income and Expenditure to ensure we have the best possible outcome.
As I have mentioned there has already been a most positive, and very grateful, response to the request for
members to review their level of giving, giving by standing order and giving by Giftaid.
· Giving by Standing order greatly improves Cash flow and also ensures that if a member cannot attend regularly
their Offering continues.
· Giving by Giftaid if tax (Income tax and/or tax on savings) is paid. Giftaid enables a further 25% of offerings to
be reclaimed by way of a tax refund directly to the Church. Example: You donate £100 to the Church – the Church
claims Giftaid to make your donation £125
· Forms for both Standing Order and Giftaid are available at the front and rear vestibules.
Your ongoing support is greatly appreciated and if anyone needs any more information please do not hesitate to
contact me.
Willie Brown, Treasurer (On behalf of the Congregational Board)
Tel: 01698262743 Email: willie@webcol.co.uk

GLO Car Park
GLO has approached us and requested that we
do not use their Car Park when coming into the
Church during the week.
The GLO Car Park is private to them and if
members take up spaces it reflects on their
business.
We were granted permission to use the Car
Park on a Sunday Morning outside the gates
and along the wall underneath the bookshop.
We can use it at night provided they do not
have any functions on.
As a matter of courtesy it would be helpful if
this practice ceases.

If you know of anyone who is unwell, at home
or in hospital, or you feel would benefit from
a visit from our Locum Minister, Rob, please
contact Helen Lawson, Session Clerk who
will arrange this. Helen’s can be contacted
on 01698 374426, 07902 330396 or at the
church office.

Property Update
Having successfully secured the services of a firm of steeplejacks to remove a bush growing behind the upper battlements of our
spire we now find even more work to be carried out! It is many years since the spire received maintenance with the stone blocks
all now needing pointing and some extra bedding in of coping stones.
Work is underway to try to secure funding for this task with an initial tender having been issued by our Conservation Architect,
LBG Waterston of Bothwell. We hope to have this essential work carried out in the autumn.
Organ Maintenance
Over the last few months Eric has been unable to use the church Walcker Organ on a Sunday. Our
Maintenance Contractor, Herr Walcker discovered some mould in the underfloor bellows which has
been caused by dampness and almost certainly water seeping up from the ground into the underfloor
area.
To ensure all was safe Glasgow Scientific Services were
commissioned to carry our air checks in the sanctuary and
below floor level. Thankfully these all provided reassurance
that there was no hazard to those using the sanctuary.
As the mould extended to the inner workings of the bellows it has had to be replaced.
Thankfully our Insurers Church of Scotland Insurance Company (COSIC) and Aviva
agreed to bear the significant cost of replacing the bellows with a new part and using
both improved water resistant materials and an elevated location. Further works are
being planned to waterproof the underfloor areas at both walls and ground level.
Thank you all for patience as this essential work has been carried out by Gerhard and Alexander Walcker.
Ian Morrison

Prayer Groups
God is our refuge and
strength. A very present
help in trouble.
Psalm 46:1

Our Prayer Group resumes again on Wednesday 4th
September 2019 at 1pm in our Prayer room. All are
welcome.
Prayer requests will be attended to via the prayer boxes
at the front and rear of the church; our website or by
telephoning the church office- 01698 264097. All prayer
requests are treated confidentially.
God be with you ‘till we meet again. God Bless

“Churches are for everyone, regardless of disability”
The SCDG has a website which will serve as a useful
resource for anyone who has any concerns with
accessibility. Quite a few topics are covered already
including making buildings suitable for all to enter and
use and also reaching out to the deaf in worship which
has our own input.
Check it out and, if you wish, provide suggestions to me
for any topics you think should be covered.
Alex Baird
(Member of the National Committee of SCDG)

Holiday Club

Team builders was
our theme for this years holiday club and focused on
stories from various people from the Bible like Joseph,
Esther and Paul, giving the children an insight into what
it was like to be part of God’s team. We had a fantastic
week filled with crafts,fun and games,not to mention a
nice lunch each day.
The team are grateful for all the donations from the congregation to help with the crafts and also for the
support received from Tesco, Bellshill who donated food, fresh fruit and
toys.
Our attendance is growing each year which is encouraging for the team, it’s
amazing to see the children taking part and discovering God’s love for them.
Debbie Bogle

Breakfast and a blether
Come along and join us for breakfast on the
following dates between 10am and 11.30am.

31st August
21st September Everyone is welcome
19th October and it’s completely free!
16th November
Dalziel St. Andrew’s Church
43-47 Merry Street
21st December
Motherwell
ML1 1JJ

Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church Motherwell SC015503

At the present time we have a number of positions within the congregation which require to be filled:
Stewardship Convenor: We are looking for someone who will be responsible for the annual budget, encouraging the congregation to be faithful and proportionate in their giving, administering regular claims for Gift Aid, sourcing grants and funding for
specific projects.
Editor for Kirk Matters: Linda Irvine, our current Editor, has indicated she would like to step down from this role. The Editor is
responsible for the content and layout of our congregational magazine prior to printing.
If you would like to give some of your time to serve our congregation in any of these roles, please speak to me.
Helen Lawson
Session Clerk

The Guild Congratulations
The summer outing in June
was enjoyed by all. We
stopped at Dobbies Garden
World in Edinburgh for Lunch
and then made our way to
North Berwick where we
spent a lovely sunny afternoon followed by
High Tea.
The 2019/20 session is almost on us and will
again be held at 2pm on Tuesday afternoons.
The first meeting will take place on 1st October
2019.
1st October - We welcome back Barbara
Graham who will speak about the life of
Andrew Carnegie
15th October - Our Interim Moderator Rev.
Murdo McDonald will speak on the Scottish
Islands.
29th October - Rev. Rob Jones our Locum
Minister will speak on the Guild theme for this
year (Companions on the road)
We look forward to welcoming all old and new
members to join us.

On Saturday
20th July,
Babs Rae
celebrated
her 100th
Birthday. She
received a
card from the
Queen and
visits from
the Lady
Provost and
Deputy Lord
Lieutenant of
Lanarkshire
as well many
cards and gifts from family and friends. Rob Jones presented
her with a long service certificate for her many years of service
in the Guild and flowers from the congregation. Babs would
like to thank everyone who remembered her on her birthday
and helped to make it extra special for her.
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Octave Charity Concert
Saturday 7th December
7.00pm in our Sanctuary
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Music at Dalziel St. Andrew’s
“Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous;
It is fitting for the upright to Praise Him.
Praise the Lord with the harp;
Make music to Him on the ten-stringed lyre.
Sing to Him a new song;
Play skilfully, and shout for joy.”
Psalm 33: 1 -3

Over the past months the choir has continued to lead hymns and worship songs week by week. Through the
summer months it was good to have solos from Jim Clark, June Forrest, Brian Kirk and Caitlin Steven. Great to watch
Caitlin grow up in our church family and now to share her talent and love of music both as a singer and on the bass
guitar.
Rev.Rob Jones has continued to include a mixture of traditional hymns along with a number of new worship songs.
Stuart Townend along with Keith and Kristyn Getty are writing new Bible-based worship songs suitable for soloists
as well as Congregational singing. We do have a considerable wealth and variety of hymn styles to sing, expressing
praise to our Lord God.
The pipe Organ has been silent for many months and we have relied on the electric piano. Thankfully the organ
problem has now been finally resolved and we should have a more dependable instrument to lead our singing.
We are thankful to Gerhard Walcker and his son for the work they have done over three weeks to carry out the
necessary repairs. Also, to those in our congregation who quietly dealt with the planning and necessary work in the
background.
We are fortunate to have a growing number of instrumentalists in our congregation who have shared their talents
on a number of occasions in our Praise Band. It is hoped we can have them join us on a more regular basis. If you
play a musical instrument and would like to be part of this group do make yourself known to us.
Choir rehearsals resume on a Wednesday evening at 7:30pm in L1/2 at the start of September. Although we
presently have over 20 voices we are always looking for more! If you enjoy singing please think about coming along.
Reading music is an advantage, but you do not have to be able to.....many of the choir members are not readers of
musical notation. Together, we try to make a joyful sound to Praise our Lord and hopefully encourage others.
Eric Geddes

Girls’ Brigade

We all hope girls and parents have enjoyed the summer break.
Please spare 10-15 minutes to attend Enrolling Night on Wednesday 21st August between
6.30 and 7.30pm. It is essential that we have up to date information for the girls in case of
emergency.
This also helps us have an idea of the size of each group and ‘Bee’ prepared for them in our
third year with our ‘Bee Theme’
All girls 5-16 year olds (or P1-S5) will be most welcome and we will enjoy hearing all the stories from the summer
holidays. S6 you will also be welcome to come along, and you can fill in your own information!
We will be starting the session properly on Wednesday 28th August with ‘bring a friend night’; this is a great happy
way of starting the session.
Hope to see all on 21st August for Enrolling Night
Mrs Sharon M Geachie
Captain

With the
retiral of Liz
Magunnigal
from her
post as Coordinator it
was necessary
to advertise and seek a successor. The Trustees were delighted
with the response to the advertisement and an interview
was arranged for a selected short list with an external adviser
present.
It is with great pleasure that the Trustees are able to confirm
that Colin Weir, who has served so well as deputy to Liz, has
now accepted the role of Co-ordinator. We wish Colin well
in the days ahead and look forward to building on the great
foundation of the last 8 years work reaching out to the elderly
and often lonely and isolated folk in our area.

Our team of both BSL Signers and Electronic
Notetakers are all very experienced and thankfully
able to help train new recruits. Helen Penman
asked if she might help in this regard are we were
delighted to welcome Amy Gunnery in July to do
some BSL Signing as part of her overall training.
Amy did very well indeed and we wish her well in
her career ahead in Signing and Interpreting.
Alex Baird

Alex Baird (Chairperson of Trustees)

Letters and Cards
We would like to thank congregation and church for the
lovely flowers received on the occasions of their 95th and
98th birthdays which were much appreciated
Jean and Jimmy Melvin
Thank you for the beautiful flowers and good wishes that
we received to mark the occasion of our Golden Wedding
which we celebrated on the 27th June. Our thanks also
to Janette Boyd who made the long trip to Hamilton to
deliver them!
Sandra and Ian Jackson
Mrs Jeanette Reford would like to thank the congregation
and Rob Jones for the flowers and his visit during her stay
in hospital in March and for her birthday. Both they and
Rob’s visit were very much appreciated
We want to thank everyone for the flowers and kind
wishes we receive on our wedding anniversary. They
were much appreciated.
Cathie and Peter Hastie
We would like to thank you so much for the flowers
received on the death of our daughter-in-law, Rhonda.
Also thank you to Rev. Rob Jones for his visit. Much
appreciated.
Norma and George Watson
Many thanks for the flowers sent to me for my birthday.
Jean Crawford
Thank you for the beautiful flowers.

Pearl Grearson

Many thanks for the lvoely flowers I recevie for my
birthday, delivered by Janette Moffat. They were very
much appreciated.
Joan Porterfield
I wish to thank the chuch for the lovely flowers received
on my birthday and for Aileen for delivering them.
Janette Moore
Very many thanks for the flowers I received for my
birthday. They were lovely. Thank you, God Bless.
Betty Turnbull
Thank you for the lovely flowers received on my birthday.
Also Norma for delivering them to me.
Elizabeth Bissett
I wish to thank everyone who sent cards, telephoned
and visited following my operation and stay in hospital.
Thanks also for the prayers received along with the
church flowers. All of this was very much appreciated.
Janette Black
Thank you to everyone for the lovely cards, kndness
and support shown to me folloing the death of my dear
brother, John Porterfield. Thanks also for the beautiful
flowers and church flowers. They are very much
appreciated. God Bless you all.
Madge Ross
Linda and I were surprised but delighted to receive the
flowers and goodwishes from the Congregation on our
45th Wedding anniversary. Thanks to all at DLSA.
David and Linda Cumming

What’s on...
Sunday

11.00am - Morning Worship
11.00am - Creche, Sunday School & Fusion

Monday

9.30am - Craft Group
2.00pm - Carpet Bowls
5.45pm - Rainbows
6.30pm - Brownies
6.30pm - Guides
7.30pm - Men’s Club

Tuesday

2.00pm - The Guild

Wednesday

1.00pm - Prayer Group (Currently Postponed)
2.00pm - The Sisterhood
6.30pm - Girls’ Brigade
7.30pm - Choir Practice

Thursday

2.00pm - Carpet Bowls

Friday

6.00pm - BB Anchors
6.30pm - BB Juniors
7.00pm - BB Company

Thank You...
to everyone who helped produce and distribute Kirk
Matters including;
EDITING & DESIGN
Linda Irvine
Colin Weir
PRINTING
Helen Lawson
DISTRIBUTION
Helen Lawson, along with the large team of volunteers
who deliver our quarterly newsletter.

Church Directory
Interim Moderator
Session Clerk
Roll Keeper
Presbytery Elder
Chair to Board
Clerk to Board
Church Treasurer
Stewardship Convener
Freewill Offering
Gift Aid
Property Convener
Social Convener
Beadle
Church Caretaker
Administrative Assistant
Church Flowers
Prayer Groups
Musical Director
Befriend Motherwell
Men’s Club
Church of Scotland Guild
The Sisterhood
Church Cleaner
Sunday School Coordinator
Fusion
Rainbows
Brownies
Girl Guides
Girls’ Brigade Captain
Boys’ Brigade Captain
B.B. Junior Section
B.B. Anchor Boys
Crafts Group
Carpet Bowls
Life and Work Magazine
Deaf Initiative

Murdo MacDonald
Helen Lawson
Helen Lawson
Anne Brown

01698 769 699
01698 374 426
01698 264 097
01698 262 743

Willie Brown

01698 262 743

Christine Mathie
Iain Guthrie
Ian Morrison
Janette Black
Graeme Miller

01698 251 200
01698 253 490
01698 254 972
01698 261 375
01698 261 246

Helen Lawson
Aileen Hamilton
Helen Gibson
Eric Geddes
Befriending Office
Douglas Smith
Mary MacKenzie
Janette Moore
Margaret Day
Jean Stevenson
Fiona Porter
Amy Dale
Kirsty McMaster
Helen Penman
Sharon McGechie
Colin Weir
Andrew Neilson
Lorna Geddes
Elma Lory
John Currie
Helen Lawson
Alex Baird

01698 264 097
01698 254 075
01698 262 685
01698 239 244
01698 440 180
01698 262 446
01698 301 230
01698 251 942
01698 334 207
01698 266 145
01698 299 644
07729 209 682
01698 251 618
07941 687 534
07917 356 331
07736 285 850
07711 513 900
01698 300 614
01698 266 624
01698 748 931
01698 264 097
01698 262 915

Next Edition...
Please send your contributions for the next edition of Kirk Matters to Linda Irvine, either via
email lirvine@live.co.uk or place in my pigeon hole no later than Sunday 3rd November 2019.

www.dalzielstandrews.org.uk
Believing in Christ - Beloning to Christ - Becoming like Christ
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