


Beyond the walls of our churches are almost 3 million 

people who are open to being invited. Yet this is not 

happening – making it the greatest missed opportunity 

for churches.

To put it simply...

Vast numbers would accept an invitation. But those who 

could invite are bottling it.
Waiting are many people ready to say ‘yes’– to an invitation 

to church or a suitable event. Or who deserve to be invited even 

if not yet ready to accept. However, when it comes to inviting, the barrier is fear.

That’s because what’s needed is a new mind-set regarding how we measure 

‘success’ and how we trust God to be God for us.

This is the reason for The National Weekend of Invitation. It exists -

To equip churches seize the opportunity to invite

To offer a united focus for churches to invite

To see church members grow in faith

According to the research ‘Church Going in the UK’ 
by Tearfund, almost 3 million people are open to 
being invited to church.

And there’s more good news than that. Research 
also shows

Asked ‘What positively influenced you to become a 
Christian?’, over a quarter said ‘attending church’ (Talking 
Jesus: Church of England, HOPE, Evangelical Alliance)

In England, about two in three non-Christians know someone they see as a ‘practising Christian’. (Talking Jesus: Church of England, HOPE, Evangelical Alliance)
More than half of the Christians surveyed felt they’d missed a chance to speak to someone about God in the past 4 months. With almost half saying to some extent ‘I am too scared to talk about my faith’

That means many are open to accepting an invitation and are already in contact with those who could invite them. We just need these potential inviters to face the fear that’s preventing them.



If Christians are to deal with their fears over inviting, it 
means them seeing God and ‘success’ through new 

eyes in three different ways.

The three new ways of thinking are

1. Rethink what God expects of us

Christians can imagine God is only pleased with 
‘success’. This creates a fear to invite, in case they fail. 

And, if they do invite, a sense of failure if they get a ‘no’.

We must take account of Jesus’ words, ‘Well done you good and faithful 
servant’. Because it is faithfulness and obedience that matter. And, when we 
do so, we are released from the fear of failure and pressure to ‘succeed’.

2. Rethink the spiritual needs of the inviter

When it comes to mission, churches put their focuses to the needs of those 
being reached. And ignore the potential for spiritual growth – or damage – for 
those reaching out.

Yet when Jesus sent out the 70 he was as interested in what happened to 
them as he was in what happened through them. And we need to take the 
same approach and so develop spiritual maturity of the inviter.

3. Rethink God’s role in mission

It is too easy to see mission as ‘all about us’ – with God just giving us a bit of 
help. Such an approach brings pressure to ‘deliver’ the goods.

We need to recognise that God is already on a mission. God’s at work in 
people’s lives long before we get there – and is simply inviting us to join in. 
Mission is God’s work, the results are up to God.

When we think differently

These three ways of thinking differently represent a totally new approach to 
mission.

When people understand that all God asks is for faithfulness, that our spiritual 
growth is part of the activity of mission, and that the results are down to God 
and not us, something wonderful happens.



 Given the opportunity to think about it, most Christians 
– about 7 out of 10 – come up with someone they feel 
God may be prompting them to invite. However, 8 out 
of 10 of them have no intention of doing so.

To put it simply...

The good news – people are open to receiving an 
invitation. And Christians have a sense of who they should 

invite.

The bad news – these invitations are not happening. Sand is running through 
the fingers of the church. And the culprit is fear. Fear of rejection. Fear of getting 
it wrong. Fear of failure.

Yet God’s constant message in Scripture is, ‘Don’t be afraid’.

For Christians to face this fear – and to grow in faith – a new mind-set is 
needed. This involves seeing God and ‘success’ as they’ve never seen before.

The outcome will be good for churches – with their members growing as 
disciples of Jesus. And good for those waiting to meet Jesus themselves.

So what we’d love for you to do is -
 
•	 Give out the enclosed invites to 

people and encourage them to 
come along

•	 Accompany them, if you can, 
to the event and help them to 
feel included and welcomed

•	 Pray for them that when they’re 
at one of the events, or after it 
when they’re thinking about it, 
that God will speak to them and 
kindle something new inside 
of them to encourage them to 
come back.
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