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What’s your favourite film?  I’m not sure I have an absolute number 
one, but several I really love, and would watch if repeated – A 
Christmas Carol (brings home the importance of generosity and 
treating others with respect) – Indiana Jones (any of them, really, is 
an exciting, fast-paced story, with lots of surprises) – Cool Runnings 
(about a Jamaican bob-sleigh team, at which I laughed and snorted 
throughout).  The Wizard of Oz is one that takes me back to my 
childhood.  Dorothy tries to make her way back to Kansas from a 
strange land.  She clicks together the heels of her ruby slippers and 
repeats, “There’s no place like home.”  The scene that sticks out for me 
is when they arrive at the wizard’s palace and are greeted by a powerful 
disembodied voice, later to discover the wizard is a wee man who hides 
behind his throne! ☺ 
 
In chapter 1 of John’s Gospel – commonly referred to as The Prologue, 
because it gives a précis of what is to follow in the next 20 chapters – 
the apostle begins to tell the story of Jesus the Christ.  And, he does so 
in a very different manner to all of the three other Gospel writers: 
Matthew, Mark and Luke.  John can almost be described as poetic in 
the style of writing he adopts.  Instead of talk about genealogies in 
Matthew and a bare stable in Luke, John speaks about the LOGOS of 
God – “the Word made flesh,” Who entered the world in a tangible way 
as a real man.  Jesus was no Wizard of Oz; instead of hiding behind 
His throne, He vacated it, deliberately and consciously leaving behind 
all the glory of Heaven to live on earth.  His purpose was clear: to fully 
identify with mankind and to redeem (buy back) each and every 
human being, paying the penalty for our disobedience and taking the 
punishment for sin upon Himself at the cross of Calvary.  Over the 
years, many, many good (and bad) films have been made about 
Christ’s life, but nothing quite rivals the original script in the Book! ☺  
So, following through on our New Testament readings from the E100 
Bible Guide, we dip into John chapter 1. 
In the course of 18 verses, John leads us through three things, which 
all pay testimony to the deity of Jesus from Nazareth.   



 
  

 
Firstly, he focuses on the witness of Creation itself.  Next, he mentions 
the ministry of John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin. And finally, he makes 
reference to the life of Christ Himself. 
 
“1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 

understood it.”  Those opening few verses have such clear parallels with 
Genesis 1.  There is talk of a “beginning,” things being “made,” as well 
as “light” and “darkness.”  You cannot fail to notice the deliberate 
resonance between the start of the Old and New Testaments!  This, of 
course, is intentional, as John wishes to set the scene in his Gospel for 
the important story to follow, of Who Jesus really is!  Naturally, 
questions arise about the subject of how it can be conceivable for 
Christ to exist before He is born at Bethlehem.  Hey, this is God we’re 
talking about – is anything impossible for Him?  For example, when 
folk call into question the logic of a virgin birth, I always respond by 
asking, “Do you think the Victorians would have believed you if you 
had spoken about in-vitro fertilization?”  Surely, if it is possible for life 
to be initiated in a test-tube, God can cause gestation without 
copulation?  Equally, it is not outwith His power to choose precisely 
when His eternal Son should take on flesh, and live as a human being! 
 
Nobody said this book and some of the motifs it contains are easy to 
follow.  Yet, there is hope for simple souls, as the text swiftly moves 
from theologically profound to the practical and personal.  The verses, 
which follow that opening offering, are much easier to understand and 
identify with: “6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 
7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men 
might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.” 
Now, you need to ensure you don’t get mixed up with all the guys 
called John who appear here.  The writer of the Gospel is John the 
apostle, close friend, brother of James, early disciple and confidant of 
Jesus.  But, the John spoken of here is John the Baptist, son of 
Elizabeth and Zechariah, cousin of Christ – he of the camel hair coat, 
locusts and wild honey fame! 



 
  

 
We can tell this because he speaks of himself as “a witness to the 
light.” (8) And, it was certainly the ministry of John the Baptist to be a 
kind of forerunner, the one who went ahead to prepare the way for the 
coming King.  This is confirmed further in verse 15 when it is said: 
“15 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, ‘This was he of whom I said, 

‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”  In fact, it 
sounds very like the verse in this same Gospel (1:27), when John the 
Baptist announces, “He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie.”  
 
So, here we have the apostle John paying tribute to the testimony of 
John the Baptist; and, what both of them have in common is the fact 
that they are keen to direct folk away from themselves and towards 
faith in Jesus.  Sadly, sometimes we forget that the Bible was written 
by ordinary folk, about normal people in real-life situations, all of 
whom (and which) pointed to the character of the Living God among 
them.  It’s back to the old saying about “one beggar telling 
another beggar where to find food!” 
 
Now, wonderful as the first two witnesses John the apostle calls into 
the courtroom to give evidence about the deity of Christ are, the best is 
yet to come.  Creation speaks of its Maker: all the planets and protons, 
each star and spider, every rainbow and robin, shouts a positive 
message about the Almighty hand of God.  The testimony, also, of 
people who knew Christ close-up is also crucial – John the Baptist, the 
Gospel writers and early disciples, each have something personal to 
contribute to a full picture of the true nature of God.  But, the best is 
left until last: “14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” 
The life and ministry of Jesus tells the God story better than any other 
could.  Listen to what John goes on to say about Him: “16 From the 
fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one 
has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made 
him known.” 
 
Personally, I have always loved that phrase – “…grace and truth came 



 
  

through Jesus Christ…”  “No one has ever seen God, but God the One 
and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.”  And 
what has Jesus made known to us about God?  He is a perfect Father – 
He blesses – He is gracious – He is faithful and just – He is honest and 
full of truth (and never deceitful).  WOW! 
 
How can we know all of that? Because we see it perfected in Jesus.  So, 
when folk ask you what God is like, you need to direct their attention 
to the life and ministry and service of Jesus.  There has never been a 
clearer manifestation of the divine than Christ.  When it comes right 
down to it, we receive mixed messages about God as we look at a 
“fallen” world.  Creation is not what it once was – perfect.  As we listen 
to what others say about God (even preachers like me who are 
theologically trained!), we do not perceive the full and unadulterated 
picture of God – each one highlights different things, and none of us 
has the complete picture.  But, when we look into the face of Jesus 
Christ, as He is represented in the pages of our Bibles, we are greeted 
with “the real McCoy.”   
 
Colossians 1: 15-17 tells us: "He (Jesus Christ) is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.  
He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together." 
 
 
Prayer: God, we are grateful that You have not hidden Yourself from us, shying 
away from personal contact.  But, have revealed Your glory and grace in Jesus Christ, 
Your beloved Son, our Saviour.  Your love is real, and Your longing for us to know 
that love, personally and for ourselves, is tangible and moving.  Thank You.  Please 
help us to live as those who know we are redeemed, and to share, in word and action, 
that Good News with everyone, to the glory of Your name. AMEN. 

 


