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Our journey through the Bible, using the E100 Guide, has really been quite exciting so far.  And, 
thankfully, certain very familiar stories have come to life, with some fresh light being cast on them.  
We now arrive at the Book of Judges, which is possibly one of the least read accounts in the Old 
Testament.  Outside of what you learned at Sunday school through the stories of Gideon, Samson and 
Delilah, and (just maybe) that of Deborah, there appears little to commend this historical book.  But, 
too many have regarded it thus and dismissed it as tedious, dry and boring.  In truth, like all 
Scripture, this lesser-known volume has a lot to teach us, especially when we take an overview of the 
story. 
 
One word is repeated at regular intervals throughout the narrative of this period in Israel’s history – 
it’s a commonplace expression that most folk would not afford a second glance – “AGAIN.”   
 
Now, you might think that’s a pretty incidental term.  But, when you consider the framework in which 
it is used, you begin to understand its importance.  The oft-repeated phrase in Judges is a telling one 
– “Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD…” (3:12, 4:1, 10:6, 13:1)   
 
In reality, that word “Again…” is a damning indictment on the unfaithfulness of God’s people.  And, 
it’s a judgement made clearer in 8:33, where the text says – “No sooner had Gideon died, than 
the Israelites again prostituted themselves to the Baals. They set up Baal-Berith as 
their god…”  
 
So, what’s the root of the problem, you might ask?  Why did the Israelites turn aside to idolatry, 
leading them towards immoral behaviour and a severe neglect of true faith in the living God?  I 
believe that the answer can be summed up in a single phrase – the people had really short memories.  
The promises God gave through the line of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; the deliverance from slavery in 
Egypt, which He brought about through the leadership of Moses; and the victories in battle, which 
arose in the time of Joshua, had all but been forgotten! 
 
This is summarised in our reading from chapter 2 this morning – “Joshua son of Nun, the servant of 
the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten.  And they buried him in the land of his inheritance, 
at Timnath Heres in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. After that whole generation 
had been gathered to their ancestors, another generation grew up who knew neither the LORD nor 
what He had done for Israel. Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the 
Baals. They forsook the LORD, the God of their ancestors, Who had brought them out of Egypt. They 
followed and worshipped various gods of the peoples around them.” (8-12) 
 
In this Olympic year, the image is of a relay team, which is devastated because it has dropped the 
baton.  Great as were the Joshua generation, daily winning battles beyond their abilities, they lost the 
war due to neglecting the call to pass on the message about the One Who had given them those 
victories – the LORD! 
 
It would appear that the people of God had fallen into the trap of following an earthly leader, rather 
than trusting His omnipotent hand.  And, when that human leader passed on, they were left flailing 
around in the dark.  Sadly, they sought light in all of the wrong places – worshipping the Baals and 
Ashtoreths.   
 
Baal was the Canaanite god of weather and agriculture, and Ashtoreth was the goddess of fertility.  
Agriculture was a lifeline to people in the Promised Land.  And so, they saw their livelihood as being 
tied to the relationship between Baal and Ashtoreth.  Baal was happy and pleased to give rain and 
good crops only when he consorted sexually with Ashtoreth.  So, Canaanite worship centred on sex 
with temple prostitutes! 
Therefore, when Israel began settling in among their Canaanite neighbours they found that the fun 
and frolicking of Baal worship appealed more to their natural inclinations than the moral purity and 
holiness involved in worshiping Yahweh. 



 
The Book of Judges is an account of the ups and downs that followed.  Like a rollercoaster ride, there 
were high points under some faithful and good leaders, but there were also some real low times for 
the people, as they showed themselves weak, faithless and utterly disobedient.  The thought that 
comes to my mind is one, which will be understood by any teachers in the congregation – and, 
indeed, by all of us who have been pupils at school! ☺  The Judges were like a class teacher who 
exercises sound discipline.  Whilst physically in the classroom, the children behave themselves and 
toe-the-line.  However, if the teacher has to leave the room for a few minutes, some are tempted to do 
mischief! 
 
When they genuinely sought the LORD and followed the leadership offered in those called by God, a 
good period followed.  But, as they wavered in devotion to God, they paid the price for their 
waywardness.  And, on the whole, perhaps the best way to describe the world in which people lived at 
the time of The Judges is “a permissive society.”  Pretty much anything goes, as the people pleased 
themselves and followed their own selfish desires, rather than the commands of God.  Sound 
familiar?  
 
Famous 20th century Russian novelist, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, wrote about the tragedies that 
overtook his native country: “Over half a century ago, while I was still a child, I recall hearing a number of older 
people offer the following explanation for the great disasters that had befallen Russia:  ‘Men have forgotten God; that's 
why all of this has happened.’  Since then, I have spent well-nigh fifty years working on the history of our revolution; in 
the process I have read hundreds of books, collected hundreds of personal testimonies, and have already contributed 
eight volumes of my own toward the effort of clearing away the rubble left by that upheaval.  But, if I were asked today 
to formulate the main cause of the ruinous revolution that swallowed up some sixty million people, I could not put it 
more accurately than to repeat:  ‘Men have forgotten God; that's why all this has happened.’”  

The problem, which beset modern Russia, was similar to the one, which plagued Israel in the time of 
The Judges – the first generation had a relationship with God; the second generation embraced 
religion only; and the third generation rejected both the person and deeds of the LORD! In other 
words, there was a gradual decline in understanding and passion for God through the years.  
Succeeding generations shirked their responsibilities and did not pass on the baton of truth and light 
through faith in God.   
 
Thankfully, not everyone turned their back on God; some of the people did think differently - “Again 
the Israelites cried out to the LORD, and He gave them a deliverer…” (Judges 3:15)  At 
last, we find a more positive use of that word, “Again…” 
 
So, this Book of Judges, too often disregarded by many (even believers), challenges us to restore an 
important aspect to the practice of our faith – the absolute necessity to pass our knowledge and 
experience of God and His awesome deeds.   
 
It has been said before in different ways and at various times – “God has no grandchildren, only 
children!”   
“The Church is always one generation away from extinction!” 
 
God, help us to take action now, so that we don’t fall into the same trap of indifference and idolatry, 
which invaded the nation of Israel during that period of their history ruled over by the Judges. 
 
Adults in our congregation – you have a responsibility to tell the story of grace to the younger 
generation.  Children and youths among us – you must be softhearted towards that message, and 
then play your part as you mature in the faith! 
 
Prayer: Again, we come to You, Lord.  Like the generations who have preceded us, there have been 
times when our faithlessness has led to compromise.  Forgive and restore us to a place where we 
implicitly trust You, through Christ our Saviour.  AMEN.  
 


