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Before entering upon the ministry of word and sacrament, I taught Chemistry for several years at 
the Berwickshire High School in Duns, which is part of the Scottish Borders.  We had an excellent 
science technician there, who was a great support to all of the staff in setting up experiments.  One 
of Cyril’s other jobs was to keep the equipment spick and span, and so he regularly fixed and 
painted stuff.  Naturally, the fingers of some folk twitched with excitement whenever they smelled 
fresh paint; they just couldn’t wait to touch it and test if it was dry!  This, of course, often led to 
Cyril having to give the item another coat to cover fingerprints.  That is, until he hit upon a 
solution; each time he painted something, he would put a small daub on the lab-bench, alongside a 
sign that said, “WET PAINT – test here!” ☺ 
 
“Rules are made to be broken,” I hear you say.  And, it would appear that is the very attitude we 
have adopted in the modern world, even to the Ten Commandments.  For example, did you 
know that there are actually websites in this country, which have been deliberately set up to 
encourage husbands and wives to have extra-marital affairs?  It’s a perversion of the online dating 
scene, where people can meet others who are already married and, so they claim, enjoy some of the 
mystique of forbidden fruit! � 
 
Perhaps more shocking still is the research paper, which was submitted to the Journal of Medical 
Ethics (and recently reported in The Telegraph newspaper) on the subject of post-birth abortion.  
In the article, medical ethicists, connected with Oxford University, claim that parents should be 
allowed to have their newborn babies killed because they are “morally irrelevant.” They go on to 
say that ending their lives is no different to abortion because, at this stage, they are only “potential 
human beings.”  If an infant is born with a disability, but otherwise healthy, parents should be 
allowed to terminate the child without repercussion! � 
Finally, here’s a third lowlight from our so-called civilized society.  It is a true story from the 
experience of Canon Andrew White, who is currently Vicar of St. George’s Anglican Church in 
Baghdad.  “Dear Friends.  It is always good to be back in Baghdad with the people I love, but every time 
there seems to be a new type of tragedy. On my return, I noticed that all the boys and young men had their 
haircut. Nobody had any gel in his or her hair and it was obvious it was not just a change of fashion. I 
asked why and what I heard was beyond belief.  Terrorists had warned people that they could no longer 
have spiky hair or tight clothes. What is worse, a large number of people have now been killed in the last 
few days. Not by shooting them or blowing them up, but by dropping large rocks or concrete blocks on 
their heads. I was shown countless pictures of dear young people who had this happen to them. I am used 
to seeing tragedy but these pictures were more than horrific. They are far too awful to show.  Tonight I 
meet with our young people and I have to be able to give them something of the hope of Christ in this 
disaster. Please pray that I will be able to. It is so difficult when people are being killed for just being 
normal and young.” � 

 
You can shake your head and blame God for a wicked world, or you can point the finger where it 
truly belongs – at mankind.  Man’s inhumanity to man has plumbed the depths for generations, but 
it appears to be getting steadily worse as tolerance and self-expression become the mantra of a new 
global religion – anything and everything is okay as long as it suits me! 
 
How far we have wandered from the truth and wisdom of God.  The Ten Commandments, given 
to Moses on Mount Sinai, were not “ten suggestions.”  Nor are they to be treated like a question in 
your Higher English exam, where you are called upon to “attempt six out of ten in the time 
available.”  No, broadly speaking, these ten Laws of the LORD can be subdivided into three 
categories – how we relate to God; how we relate to others; how we relate to 
possessions.  If more people took these ordinances seriously, we would not be telling and re-
telling horror stories like the three with which I began my sermon today. 
1. RELATING to GOD: “You shall have no other gods before Me…….You shall not make for 
yourself an idol.......You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God…….Remember the 



 
  

Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” 
 
You see, when God personally engaged with Moses on the mountain, His intention was not to found 
a religion, but to establish a relationship – and, there is a profound difference!  Religion is all about 
strictly adhering to rules and regulations, rigorously following rituals in order to appease.  
Relationship is where mutuality is at work, where it is important to find out what pleases the other 
person and do it – not from fear, but out of love! 
 
However, the Ten Commandments remind us that our relationship with God is not an equal one – 
He is (and always will be) greater than we are; He is GOD!  That means we are called to put Him 
first in our lives, and to worship and serve Him.  Anything, in the place of God, is an idol – money, 
success, power, appearance, relationships, work, intellect, OTHER!!!  “Idolatry is turning good 
things into ultimate things.” (Tim Keller) 
 
2. RELATING to OTHERS: “Honour your father and your mother…….You shall not 
murder…….You shall not commit adultery…….You shall not give false testimony…….” 
 
Jesus sums this up in the second part of His answer to the person who asked Him about the 
Greatest Commandment.  He said, “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and soul, mind 
and strength, and love your neighbour as yourself.” (Mark 12: 30-31)  Notice how the first thing 
feeds into the second thing!  As we humbly bow before God as Lord, as we recognise that He is our 
Creator, as we remember that every human being is made in His image, we are called to respect 
those around us – parents (I also think this is about regard for our elders) – marriages (not 
just an institution, but people) – reputations (more than one way to assassinate someone) – 
sanctity of every human life! 
3. RELATING to POSSESSIONS: “You shall not steal…….You shall not covet…….” 
 
Henry was a man you never saw without his favourite hat. That is, until one Sunday when he 
couldn’t find it anywhere. He decided to go to the local church that morning and grab himself a new 
hat.  However, on arrival, Henry was shown to a seat without getting near the cloakroom. 
Remarkably, the sermon was on the Ten Commandments. Leaving the church, Henry spoke to the 
minister and mentioned the profound effect of his sermon. The minister assumed that it was his 
reference to, “You shall not steal.”  But, Henry said, “No. It was when you got to the bit about 
adultery, that I remembered where I left my hat!” OUCH! � 
 
The truth is that, if we can be content with what God has given us, we will not become jealous or 
envious or covetous of what others have, or their lifestyle, or even the type of people they are.  The 
trouble is that, much of modern life affirms individuality rather than community – “I am more 
important than you,” is the assumption many people use to underpin their words and actions.  
There are not nearly enough folk who adopt an attitude of service, even in the church. Yet, Jesus 
said of Himself, “…the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
His life as a ransom for many…” (Mark 10:45)  He also said (to, and of, those who would be 
His followers) – “The greatest among you will be your servant.” (Matthew 23:11)  And, 
there it is; the bottom line concerns humility winning out over arrogance in all of our relationships 
– God, people, possessions! 
 

A final thought – what a world it would be if all bowed to God’s sovereignty, if nobody blasphemed, 
if everyone had boundless energy, if unconditional love was shown in families, if people didn’t fear 
violence, if marriages were strong and stable, if truth won out over lies, if you could buy something 
without incurring your neighbour’s wrath and leave your back door open without losing your prized 
possessions.  What would that be like?  Well, simply put, it would be Heaven on earth. Yet, these 
are the very Kingdom principles God calls us to honour, NOW! 
 


