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Sunday 26th February 2012 Exodus 3: 1-20 

 
Before coming to Motherwell, we lived in Coatbridge for six years.  One day, Elizabeth was hanging 
out washing in the Manse garden.  A neighbour who was passing, asked what she was up to next?  
Elizabeth said she was about to go in and watch a video of a film she had recorded earlier in the 
week.  A silent pause passed between the two for a moment, and our neighbour’s face registered 
surprise.  The statement that followed explained the gap in conversation and the woman’s 
expression – “I thought that, being married to the minister, you would only watch films like The 
Ten Commandments!” God bless my wee wife for her quick and witty reply - “No, you’re all right, 
I’ve read the book!”   
 
In our series of studies from E100, we close the book on Genesis and begin to delve into Exodus, 
which includes the story of Moses (and the Ten Commandments!).  It is a remarkable narrative, 
with miracles on every page.  Right from the outset, when Moses’ mother sets him afloat in a basket 
on the River Nile, through the ten plagues sent upon Pharaoh and Egypt, on to the parting of the 
Red Sea and that amazing 40-year journey through the wilderness, the LORD provides for Moses 
and the people of Israel in amazing ways.  And, some of the phrases used in the telling of this story, 
have become common currency even in modern language.  For example, what do mothers place 
their newborn children in these days?  You’ve got it – a Moses Basket!  And, if someone receives an 
unusual and sweet provision for their needs, they often talk about “Manna from Heaven!”  
Furthermore, to return to the Ten Commandments, we are reminded that the rule of law in just 
about every modern democracy is founded on these ancient statutes.  And, with respect to faith, our 
own Church of Scotland has as its emblem, the burning bush of chapter 3.  So, it is a pretty 
influential period in world and church history.  And, it is also the beginning of the fulfillment of 
God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to make of them a great nation. 
Sadly, at the start of the Book of Exodus, we find that all of the good work done in Egypt by Joseph 
has been forgotten.  In the early chapters, we find the Israelites under pressure from their Egyptian 
masters.  Pharaoh (a different one to the time of Joseph) decides to take matters into his own 
hands.  First of all, he issues orders to treat them harshly.  Then, he goes one step further and 
commands the midwives to kill all male babies born to Hebrew women – and you thought Adolf 
Hitler was cruel to the Jews!   
 
Isn’t it interesting (and disturbing), what fear does to some folk?  But, dictatorship, tyranny and 
coercion are no match for God’s sovereignty, love and provision!  Think about how ironic it was that 
Pharaoh’s daughter saved Moses from certain death.  You will have heard, no doubt, that she went 
down to the River Bank and drew out a little prophet?  Did you realise how current this was?   
 
Okay, sorry, no more jokes!  The serious point is that, due to the mysterious workings of God, in the 
palace of Pharaoh, Moses was given the best education money could buy, for free.  However, he 
wasn’t free, and neither were any of his people – they were all under the yoke of slavery, serving an 
earthly ruler.  But, our Heavenly King was about to take centre stage.  Moses’ murder of the 
Egyptian led to his fleeing the consequences, which in turn drove him into the holy presence of 
Almighty God.  At just the right moment, when Moses was most fearful for his life, the LORD 
intervened and caught his attention with some impressive pyrotechnics.  Now, God might not speak 
to us today from a burning bush that was not consumed, but I am convinced that He is no less 
interested in our trials and tribulations than He was with Moses.  On what do I base that last 
assertion?  Well, the name God gives to Moses is key – it is variously translated as, “I AM WHO I 
AM” or “I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE.” (Exodus 3:14)  In verse 15, God also says to Moses, 
“Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers – the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 
the God of Jacob – has sent me to you.’  This is My name forever, the name by which I am to be 
remembered from generation to generation.” 
Did you catch that?  Our LORD is the same yesterday, today and for evermore – past, present and 
future – He is unchangeable!  As God has spoken and acted in the past, so He will always.  Just as 
He conversed with Moses in ancient times, He wishes to engage personally with you and me.  And, 



 
  

in line with His provision of days gone by, God will act to bless each generation who seek Him.  But, 
here’s another truth that you might just have missed in amongst all the razzamatazz of the ten 
plagues – God also speaks to those who oppose Him; He longs to get through to them too.  You see 
God is the God of grace (give us what we don’t deserve) and mercy (does not give to us what we 
do deserve).  The motive for all of those miraculous happenings in Egypt was not bigger and better 
P.R. for the Kingdom, nor was His objective to punish His enemies out of sheer spite and bitterness 
– no, it was the LORD’s attempt to give Pharaoh and the Egyptians every chance He could to 
change their attitude towards Him and His people.  
 
However, enough about Pharaoh and the Egyptians, back to our hero, Moses.  Now, be honest, is he 
the sort of guy you would expect God to choose as His spokesman in such a crucial time?  This is a 
murderer we are talking about, and also someone who had been raised in an “enemy” household!  
Moreover, Moses was a bit of a moaner – he painted himself as not important enough (4:1 – “what 
if they do not believe me?”), as well as being a poor speaker (4:10 – “I have never been eloquent”), 
and simply not the right man for the job (4:13 – “please send someone else”).  I find it interesting 
that the LORD did not just dismiss these objections, nor did He set aside Moses; He met every one 
of these complaints and provided an answer through the signs He equipped Him with and the 
fellow advocate He provided (Aaron, his brother).  And, you see, the message for us is this – God 
knows us, our strengths and our weaknesses, our potential and our limitations.  Yet, He is still keen 
to work with us to achieve His ends.  The truth is that God could have brought one plague (not even 
ten) upon Egypt and accomplished the same result.  Come to that, the One Who spoke the universe 
into being merely required a word of command.   
But, He chose to enter into partnership with a frail human being to work out His mysterious 
purposes – remarkably, He still does! 
 
In closing, let me say that perhaps the most amazing message at the heart of this story is the fact 
that God is interested in people – and, in this case, people who are oppressed, folk who are bound 
up in slavery.  The story of the Exodus is really one, which focuses on the liberty that comes 
through faith and trust in the LORD.  Of course, the part Moses and Aaron have to play in 
proceedings is an important one.  But, the leading character is really God, Who paves the way for 
freedom to come to those previously captive.   
 
That is why this story is truly enduring, for it touches a fundamental need in every human being; 
the desire to be free from the things that bind us in this life.  The classic and timeless showdown 
between good and evil is spread out before us here and, guess what, God wins!  Sadly, it is through 
sacrifice that liberty comes – the death of the first born, and the slaughter of lambs – all of which 
prefigures the suffering and death of the innocent, which is to follow on the Cross at Calvary, where 
God provides the Lamb in the form of His own Son, Jesus Christ.  The Passover (as outlined in 
Exodus 12) highlights the same spiritual themes as the Lord’s Supper – it is where the justice and 
mercy of God meet together – it is an act by which we look back and remember the goodness and 
greatness of God – it is an invitation to go forward in faith, trusting Him Who was faithful in the 
past. 
 
Let me summarise the important points in the Exodus story so far. 
 

1. God sees and feels for our situation 
2. God works through imperfect human beings like Moses 
3. God wishes to engage with all – friend and foe 
4. God has the power to set free the captive – from sin/slavery 
5. God gives us what we don’t deserve – grace 
6. God withholds from us what we do deserve – judgement 
7. God always leads us to freedom through an act of sacrifice 

 


