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Apart from the Gospel writers, and Jesus Himself, two characters tower above the others in our 
New Testament narratives – one is, of course, Simon Peter, about whom I did a fairly lengthy series 
of sermons a couple of years ago, but the other is the apostle Paul.  It is to the latter that we turn 
our attention this morning, as we continue our journey through the Essential 100 Bible studies.   
 
In 1 Corinthians 9:22, Paul described himself as becoming “…all things to all people so that by all 
possible means I may save some…”  So, we should not be surprised that it will take us three 
separate Sundays to reflect on the multifaceted aspects of Paul’s ministry and service.  Today, we 
will be thinking about his importance as a missionary.  In two weeks’ time, his influence as a 
messenger of God’s Word will be highlighted.  And, the week after that, will see us ponder how 
Paul became something of a mentor, discipling and encouraging others. 
 
Of course, he wasn’t always called Paul.  The first time he is mentioned in scripture, he is referred 
to as Saul of Tarsus.  A Jew, Saul was one of a bunch of young hot-headed Pharisees, the very group 
who opposed Jesus’ ministry and who were so heavily criticised by the Lord.  In Acts 7:58, we find 
Saul “haudin’ the jaikets” as we say in the West of Scotland.  A young Christian man called Stephen, 
having preached an uncompromising message of repentance and trust in Jesus as the Christ 
(Messiah), is summarily dragged out of Jerusalem and stoned to death.  We cannot be sure that 
Saul threw any of the stones, but Acts 8:1 says: “And Saul was there, giving approval to his 
(Stephen’s) death.”  Yet, remarkably, even while Saul was actively persecuting the church, 
imprisoning believers (Acts 8:3) and “breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples” 
(Acts 9:1), he had already begun his missionary exploits for the Kingdom of God.  It was during this 
time believers were spread across the country. 
Oddly, this persecution of the church had the same effect as a farmer going out to sow seed in his 
field.  Everywhere the disciples went they simply told the story of Jesus and folk came to believe.  
How reassuring that is; even in tough times, God can make a way! 
 
However, it wasn’t long before Saul also joined the team in spreading Christ’s message.  Shortly 
after he witnessed the death of Stephen (and who knows what effect the death of a true and 
gracious Christian martyr might have on him), Saul had an extraordinary experience whilst walking 
the road to Damascus (Acts 9).  His life was literally turned around through meeting the risen Lord.  
Physically blinded by the light of Christ’s presence, yet he had his spiritual eyes opened to the truth 
of the Gospel.  In a sense, Saul was ideally placed; knowledgeable about the scriptures and what 
they taught about God’s promise of a Messiah, all he required was a personal experience to 
overturn his objections.  And, once Saul recovered from his physical setback, through the love and 
support of one Ananias (a Christian man), Paul (the Roman version of his Jewish name) became as 
zealous for promoting the Good News and building up the church of Jesus Christ as he had 
previously been about destroying it.   
 
Again, let me pause for a moment with you and affirm a universal spiritual truth, which is 
imprinted in large letters on this part of the narrative.  Just as God brought good out of a bad 
situation; the persecution that resulted in the dispersal of His people across the Middle East, so the 
LORD also shows that He can use the most unlikely people as missionaries, bearers of His message.  
And, thus came Paul’s travels, which you can read of throughout the rest of the bible book we call 
the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
Dwight L. Moody, the 19th century American evangelist, said, “The world has yet to see what God 
could do with one man wholly dedicated to Himself.”  The message spread through Paul’s efforts in 
an amazing way.  He was perhaps as close as anyone to fulfilling Moody’s challenge.  But, it could 
all have been so different.  Here’s another spiritual check-up for us!  How good are we at receiving 
people when they say they have changed?  Are there times when we judge others on past deeds, 



 
  

rather than based on present reality?  If the early Christians had done that with Saul, he may never 
have been allowed to blossom into the great apostle!  Thankfully, through Ananias and others, Paul 
was accepted, despite his vile history of oppressing the very people he now called sisters and 
brothers in the church of Jesus Christ. 
 
Therefore, we wind up with Paul the missionary.  And, what a campaigner he was.  His travel 
schedule would leave even a frequent flyer or Presidential candidate quite breathless – Cyprus, 
Turkey, Syria, Greece, Crete, Malta, Sicily, Jerusalem and Rome.  But, you see, from his earliest 
days a believer, Paul had grasped the importance of passing on the message about the One he had 
met on the road to Damascus.  It’s almost as if, on a journey when he personally encountered the 
Master, Paul just kept on going! 
 
Over the past couple of Sundays I have said something about WHAT the church IS – people, not 
just building and denominations.  But, today, another question arises – WHAT is the church 
meant to BE and DO?  The best answer is found in the life and witness of Paul – it’s about 
sharing the Good News. 
 
Now, before someone pounces on me, or chooses to switch off and think of what’s for lunch, let me 
say that I do not mean ramming what you believe down the throat of another person.  That is not at 
all a helpful approach – we will spend some time considering more on this next week, under the 
heading, “Paul the messenger.” 
 
It is enough for the moment to prime the pump, and to reaffirm that the purpose of the church is to 
spread the message of Jesus, in word and action.  His own last words on earth cannot be beaten: 
“GO into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation.” (Mark 16:15)  He didn’t 
suggest the world would come to us, but that we had to GO to them and share the Gospel. 
WHO Jesus was and is, WHAT He did and does, is not restricted to a few fortunate souls.  Peter, 
Paul and other leaders in the 1st century church had to grapple hard with that one before opening 
up the door of welcome to everyone who believes in Christ.  Read Acts 15 for an affirmation that 
the Gospel is about grace NOT race!  Jew and Gentile, male and female, slave and free, rich 
and poor, married and single, teacher and learner, fellowshipped together around the one Table, 
the one message, and one LORD. 
 
But, there is one final point I would like to draw to your attention before drawing to a close – and, it 
is amply illustrated in today’s scripture. Paul’s missionary endeavours were not straightforward.  
Reading the catalogue of obstacles he (and others) had to overcome to get the message out there, 
might lead one to believe that God was not on their side – imprisonment, flogging, stoning, 
shipwreck, theft, persecution, criticism, false accusations, sleeplessness, hard work, hunger, thirst, 
and homelessness.  What a dangerous life it was being a world missionary at that time.  So, what 
brought Paul through these dangerous situations, and what kept him going in the times when he, 
no doubt, felt like giving it all up?  His motivation is eloquently described in a single verse, and it 
should be ours also – “I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of testifying to the good news of God’s 

grace.” (Acts 20:24)  He was so conscious of his calling to pass on the most important message of all 
time – Jesus forgives! 
 
We who now believe that message are charged with the same responsibility; to pass on the baton of 
faith to all who need Christ.  So, let me conclude my presentation on Paul the missionary today by 
saying that I am certain he would have loved to be alive today.  As well as the everyday 
opportunities that come our way to serve and share with people, the technology we have at our 
fingertips gives the church a window on to the world at large.  If you are listening to me preach 
online, and would like to experience the grace of God for yourself, get in touch – don’t wait, do it 
now. 
 


