
 
  

Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church: Motherwell 
Sunday 21st October 2012 Acts 2: 36-47 

 
“No matter where you go in the world today, you can find some kind of church building to 
worship in.  The question is, especially in Western countries, will you find any people in those 
churches?”  Thus begins the E100 notes entitled, “The Church is born.”  And, let’s face it; the 
quote poses a very good question!  But, I wish to dig a bit deeper still and propose another query –  

“What is the Church?”   
 
Answers range from references to buildings and denominations, to gatherings of people, large or 
small.  For me, the definition of Church rests on Jesus’ promise in Matthew 18:20, “Where two or 

three gather in My name, there am I with them.”  The Church is wherever people of God meet together to 
pray and praise, seek and serve, Jesus Christ.  That might be in a cathedral-sized structure like this 
sanctuary, or in somebody’s living room at his or her house.  Actually, the most important thing is 
not bricks and mortar, but living stones, people who relate to each other and to the LORD. 
 
A cursory and careless reading of the Bible, might lead some to believe that the message of God is 
only for Jews.  After all, He had initiated and developed a special relationship with Israel, so you 
might be forgiven for thinking that salvation was only for them.  However, following on from 
Christ’s promise to send the Holy Spirit to ALL who trusted in Him, the Day of Pentecost literally 
blew the doors wide open, and the Gospel message was shared more widely than ever before – in 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.  In fact, we are the joyful recipients of that 
Good News and the heirs of God in this generation.  This was how the Church found its genesis – 
but what did it look like in the early days?  If we can establish that, we will be able to take first steps 
towards regaining what the church ought to be in our day!  Therefore, we turn our attention to the 
marks of a real church by reflecting upon the passage before us in Acts chapter 2. 
36 ‘Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.’ 
– CENTRED ON CHRIST 

 
The word, “Christian” means, “to belong to the party of Christ.”  If you delete “Christ,” you are left 
with “ian,” which simply means a party without a host! ☺  In truth, that’s what some folk want out 
of life; a party.  The early church was centred on Christ and made no excuses for that.  These days, 
many churches are almost ashamed to say that Jesus is “the Way, the Truth and the Life.” 
 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what 
shall we do?’ 38 Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. – STRESSED THE NEED FOR REPENTANCE 

 
Jesus preached it, and the disciples accepted it – humanity is not what it should be.  Each of us, in 
different ways, has let ourself, and the LORD, down.  However, as soon as we say we are sorry, He 
forgives us, and restores us to acceptance as His children.  Remember the story of the Prodigal Son? 
His father was waiting with open arms when he came to confess his stupidity. 
 
39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.’ – 
MULTI GENERATIONAL 

 
You don’t have to be a grown-up to be part of God’s family the church.  In fact, every time someone 
speaks down to a child or young person in the church, considering their spiritual needs to be less 
important than those of an adult, the church is diminished.  Jesus said, “Let the children come to 
me…” It is not without significance that children are specifically mentioned here. 
 
41 Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. – 
PRACTICED BAPTISM 

 
In Presbyterianism, we tend to immediately think of infants, but clearly the grace of God is 
extended to all ages and cultures. 



 
  

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. – 
TEACHING, COMMUNION, PRAYER 

 
Baptism is just a start – not an end in itself.  Like the apostles, we must grasp the importance of 
teaching and nurturing all people towards a maturity of faith in Jesus Christ.  And, we do that 
through meeting regularly for worship, and especially prayer! 
 
43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. – EXPECTED THE 
UNEXPECTED 

 
Sometimes in the modern church, everything is just a little too tidy.  We come together and have an 
order of service, which is laid out for us – an agenda, if you like.  While it is good to have structure, 
we must always be open to what God might wish to do among us.  After all, two of the images used 
of the Holy Spirit are those of wind and fire – neither of these things is easily controlled, and can be 
rather unpredictable.  Look for miracles. 
 
44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need. – PASSIONATE ABOUT PEOPLE MORE THAN POSSESSIONS 

 
Most of us in the 21st century Western churches do not give sacrificially to the work of God’s 
Kingdom – instead, we offer Him a proportion of our surplus.  Consider how much of an impact 
there would be on our community, if we stepped down a model in choosing our new car, or if we 
gave a full ten per cent (a tithe) of our income to the work of God in the world.  Sadly, the attitudes 
of a materialistic world leave their mark on all of us! 
 
46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts. – FRIENDLY AND HOSPITABLE 

 
One of the things that has impressed me over the years here as minister, is the growing network of 
support and care for each other people in this congregation have.  Learning the names and 
circumstances of those around you in our fellowship, enquiring after them and praying for them, is 
practicing what we preach!  I read a quote about this recently, which challenged me – “When the 
church is ONE, then the world will be WON!” 
 
47 praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. – WORSHIPFUL, CONNECTED TO THE COMMUNITY, GROWING IN FAITH AND NUMBERS 

 
It is not enough to pay attention only to the needs of those in the household of faith; we must get a 
handle on how we can build bridges with folk in the wider community where we are set, finding 
ways of engaging with them.  Things like our Befriending Project for elderly isolated people, not 
only serves a purpose in helping those in want, but also brings much-needed recognition by the 
town that our church does actually care in God’s name. 
 
CHECKLIST: 
Is our church – multigenerational, sacramental, prayerful, word and worship oriented, accessible to 
everyone, friendly and hospitable, passionate about serving people’s needs, open to the 
supernatural, energized by the Holy Spirit, connected to the community, humbly repentant when 
we get it wrong, growing in faith and numbers, as well as (in all of this) centred on Christ? 
 
 
Prayer:  Lord Jesus, we remember how You prayed that Your followers might be one with each 
other.  We confess that we do not always get that right.  Help us more and more to share a sense 
of community, caring for our sisters and brothers in the church locally, and around the world.  
And, may the love we share become a positive witness to those around us, so that they might 
experience Your forgiveness for themselves.  As You have sown the seed of Your Good News, we 
pray that You will reap a harvest of those who are added to the Kingdom.  AMEN 


