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Thomas Jefferson had three main claims to fame.  A man of considerable intellect, he was the prime 
mover in framing The Declaration of Independence, which is still revered by our American cousins. 
Between 1801 and 1809, he served as President of the United States.  And, thirdly, whilst in the 
Oval Office, he cut and pasted sections of the New Testament to produce what was later referred to 
as “The Jefferson Bible.” In this unique edition, there was no mention of the Virgin Birth or 
Resurrection of Christ, or of any of His miracles.  In fact, Jefferson completely emptied the 
scriptures of everything that smacked of the supernatural.  Instead, his great mission in life was to 
emphasise Jesus as a great moral teacher.  In the previous E100 study, we also focused on that 
aspect of Jesus’ life and ministry.  But, I believe, and I trust so do you, that Christ was much more. 
 
It seems to me that there are only two choices available to us, and no precise means by which we 
can prove it one way or another.  Either we accept the texts for what they say – that Jesus did some 
extraordinary things, called miracles, in His public ministry – or we empty the New Testament (as 
did Jefferson) of all such references and leave God a pathetic and impotent figure on the sidelines 
of world events!  As with the rest of the accounts we read in scripture, we either trust the 
eyewitnesses, or we don’t.  Assuming that we do, let’s turn our attention to those phenomena.  A 
total of 37 miracles are attributed to Jesus, but the Gospel of John asserts that more went 
unrecorded (John 21:25) – “Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written 
down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be 

written.”  Now, my reading of scripture is that there are at least three reasons for the miracles 
Christ performed:  1. He was simply meeting a felt need.  2. Part of His mission was to bring 
maturity of faith to His followers.  3. Each supernatural event gave a glimpse of God’s 
Kingdom. 
 
Most of you will know which miracle was the very first Jesus performed – it was at a wedding in 
Cana of Galilee?  That’s right – changing water into wine.  It’s a popular one for those who imbibe 
the occasional glass of red, and it certainly proves that Christ was no party-pooper!  But, what was 
His motivation?  It’s simple – the wine had run out, and He wished to save friends of the family 
from embarrassment.  That physical need is reflected in a large proportion of the 
wonders Jesus worked – healing an official’s son, driving out evil spirits, making Peter’s 
mother-in-law well, cleansing folk from leprosy, raising a widow’s dead son, restoring sight to the 
blind, calling Lazarus out of the tomb – young and old, male and female, rich and poor, Jew and 
Gentile, each received a blessing from the LORD when He spoke to them or touched them.  It all 
stemmed from His compassion for people, and a deep desire to help them in times of trouble. 
 
I wonder – does God, the Great I am, care any less for people these days than He did 20 
centuries ago?  Is the LORD any less resourceful or powerful now than He was at that time?  
Sometimes, I suspect that people overcomplicate things these days and say, “Well, it was okay for 
the uneducated to believe in a God of miracles, but now we know better!”  Do we?  And, are our 
physical and practical needs any less serious or pressing than they were in first century Palestine?  
Simple response – NO!  But, can we expect God always to answer our prayers in supernatural ways 
such that miracles become (as some would have it) commonplace, every day occurrences?  Eh, well, 
no again!  Christ did not heal or help every single person in all the communities where He 
ministered.  However, neither did He turn anyone away.  So, where do we start?  My view, for what 
it’s worth, is that we ought to raise our own needs, as well as those of others we know, before the 
throne of God’s grace, and let Him, in His divine wisdom, decide what the appropriate answer 
might be.  Sometimes an inexplicable thing happens.  Other times, quietly, but no less important, 
help is given, day by day, to get through the situation. 
So, that’s the physical thing.  What about the spiritual, that element of growing in faith I mentioned 
earlier?  Well, actually, the story we read earlier from Matthew’s Gospel about Jesus’ walking on the 
water and calling Peter to do likewise is a perfect example of faith-building.  Poor Peter is often 
criticised for taking his eyes off Jesus and sinking below the water.  Let me tell you, I’m not even 



 
  

sure I would have had the confidence to step out of the boat in the first place!  How about you?  So, 
let’s not rush to condemn what we have not tried. 
 
Actually, those first disciples were taken by the LORD on a rollercoaster ride that lasts all of three 
years, as they followed Him from place to place, through dire circumstances and challenging 
scenarios, always and ever, learning lessons along the way.  Like a master craftsman mentoring a 
set of young apprentices, grooming them for the day they will take over and continue His job, Jesus 
gently but strongly leads the Twelve to open their eyes, minds and hearts to the possibilities of what 
can be achieved through faith in the Almighty power of God.  In my BLOG this week (which you can 
read for yourself at our church website), I wondered out loud if there were a Hebrew, Aramaic or 
Greek word for WOW!?!  If there was, the disciples must have used it a lot whilst around Christ, for 
He was forever saying and doing some pretty amazing things in the course of His ministry. 
 
To return to the story before us this morning; let me suggest that the crux of the matter is not found 
in the actual ability of Simon Peter (an experienced fisherman, remember) to physically walk on the 
surface of the lake.  No, this was about his own personal faith in God, and his trust in Christ’s 
promises.  It was a reminder to him (and for us also) to focus on Jesus.  You see, in Jewish culture, 
the sea represents all that is unpredictable and bad in the world.  You may recall, in Creation, how 
the LORD separates the waters above and below, showing His power and authority?  Also, you 
might notice that the book of Revelation tells how in the new Heaven and new earth “there was 
no longer any sea” (21:1) 
So, this episode, along with many others in the miraculous ministry of Jesus, is not about the 
miracle per se, but focused on developing an ongoing trust in God.  Just as there was a need for 
Peter to see beyond the wind and the waves to the One Who had power over them, there is a call 
from Christ to trust Him when the storms of life assail us – now, that is a miracle! 
 
It might interest you to know that only one wonder is recorded in all four Gospels – the feeding of 
the 5,000.  And, if you think about it, this supernatural occurrence actually illustrates all three of 
my points today.  It began with a felt need (people were hungry and in a very remote place after a 
long day of listening to Christ teach).  The multiplication of a few loaves and fish to feed such a 
large crowd was unquestionably an opportunity to build the faith of His followers (remember, 
they were actively involved in distributing the food, and so must have seen, up close and personal, 
just how amazing a feat this was).  And finally, in this remarkable story, Christ gave the people (and 
us who read it) a fleeting glimpse of what the Kingdom of Heaven is like (that is, no one is 
in need, either physically or spiritually – and the LORD provides for His people in a gracious, 
loving manner). 
 
So, let’s pause for a moment together and prayerfully consider – 
 

1. What physical need do you wish to bring to the LORD? 
 

2. How is He trying to increase your faith through facing up to present circumstances? 
 

3. How encouraged do you feel by the thought of what His Kingdom is truly like, and what are 
you being called to be and do in order to give others a glimpse of that Kingdom? 

 
Prayer: Lord, we are grateful today that You have reminded us of Your power and might.  And, that these supernatural phenomena are not 
mythological or time-bound.  We bring to you now those situations, which trouble us, and ask that You will help us to see Your hand at work on our 
behalf.  Also, increase our faith for the future, we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ.  AMEN. 

 


