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A few weeks ago, we focused together on the stories of Saul and David, two early kings of Israel.  
While both were mixed in the way they lived their lives and led the people, the latter showed a heart 
for repentance never quite matched by the former.  Thus, Saul was regarded as something of a 
nearly-man, whilst David’s reign came to be synonymous with the golden age of Judaism.  
However, each generation of God’s people must play their part.  Certainly, Solomon, who followed 
his father, David, onto the throne, did more than most to keep the flame of faith in God alive.  His 
story is an inspiring one.  From the outset, Solomon grasped what was needed to lead the nation of 
Israel.  In chapter 3 of 1st Kings, we clearly see him forging a political alliance with Egypt through 
marrying Pharaoh’s daughter.  When asked by God what he wanted from Him, Solomon shunned 
all the usual gifts that would have seduced others – things like wealth and power, or victory over his 
enemies, or even a long life and good health – instead, he requested: “…give Your servant a 
discerning heart to govern Your people and to distinguish between right and wrong.” (1 Kings 
3:9)  And, as we know, Solomon was (and is) regarded as one of the wisest men ever to walk the 
planet. 
 
His political partnerships struck and his spiritual discernment intact, Solomon then made inroads 
into gathering together a group of reliable leaders (4:1-19) and in winning the hearts of the people 
through providing for their physical needs (4:20-28). His crowning glory was to build a Temple in 
which the people could worship the name of the LORD (1 Kings 5 & 6).  Plans were drawn up and 
Solomon gathered the best of materials and craftsmen to work on the project.  Cedar and olive 
wood, along with tons of gold, were used – no expense was spared.  It took seven years to finish, 
and was regarded as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  We catch up with the story in 
chapter 8, when people are about to enter the sanctuary for the first time. 
They began by bringing in the ark of the LORD’s covenant.  This was the very symbol of God’s holy 
presence and the receptacle in which was kept the two stone tablets given to Moses, which bore the 
Ten Commandments.  It was an extensive ceremony, the like of which had never been witnessed 
before in Israel – thousands of sheep, goats and cattle were sacrificed in worship of the LORD. 
 
You have to realise that, although it took seven years to complete the building project, Israel had 
anticipated a permanent place of worship for more than 400 years.  Since their exodus from slavery 
in Egypt, they had praised God in a moveable “Tent of Meeting.”  This was a sign that they were a 
nomadic people, journeying together with God through the wilderness years and, eventually, on 
into the Promised Land, “flowing with milk and honey.”  Such a lengthy wait for stability and a 
lasting place of worship they could call their own certainly puts into perspective our four-month 
displacement from our sanctuary during refurbishment! 
 
However, I wish to spend some moments with you drawing out a few things God might be saying to 
us from Scripture at this key time in our own journey as a faith community.  Firstly this – clearly 
Solomon’s Temple was an interesting and deliberate blend.  Although the outside structure and 
much of the interior was entirely new, some of the furnishings were brought in from their previous 
place of worship, the Tent of Meeting.  Of primary importance was “the ark of the LORD’s 
covenant.”  It was the central and most sacred piece in the old and new sanctuary. Due to the fact 
that it contained the Law, this was a reminder to everyone of the continuing importance of heeding 
God’s Word.  However, the ark was also representative of His most holy presence, and this was 
something the Israelites had cherished throughout their forty years of journeying in the wilderness.  
Also, I’m sure you will recall how God led them through a column of cloud by day and a pillar of fire 
by night.  That must surely have been called to mind when the Ark of the Covenant finally rested in 
the Holy Place and a “cloud filled the Temple of the LORD.” (8:10) 
But, did you catch what the next verse after that says? “…the priests could not perform their service 
because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled His Temple.” (8:11) Those ordained to holy 
office – if you like, the ministers of their day – were struck dumb and completely halted in the 



 
  

service of worship they offered to God.  How awesome is that?  Now, maybe some of you are 
praying right now that I might shut up, so you can get home for your lunch!  But, how many of you 
desire that God’s glory might fill His sanctuary to the point that we are all awe-struck?  Yet, that is 
what we need, you know.  You see, it’s one thing to get all of the physical things about this building 
as right as we possibly can – heating, lighting, sound and vision, colour schemes and comfortable 
chairs – but, unless the LORD is at the heart of what we are about, we will always have fallen short 
of the goal He sets. 
 
I wonder how you react when someone you know gets engaged to be married?  The natural 
response (from the women) is usually – “Oh, let’s have a look at your ring!” ☺  And, let me ask you 
this – what do you focus on when gazing at the ring?  Yip, you’ve got it, the diamond or other 
precious stone – a line, a twist, a cluster, a solitaire!  Any of you notice the setting?  Nope, probably 
not!  You don’t hear too many folk declaring, “Would you look at how ornate those claws are – 
and, how secure they look!”  The sparkler is the thing everyone wants to see (and to show off!)  
When it comes to Christian worship, the building (or sanctuary), as important as it may be, is the 
setting, not the jewel.  The centre-piece, the most important, indeed crucial, thing of all, is God’s 
holy presence.  His desire and ability to come alongside us as we praise His name is the one factor 
that makes all the difference. 
 
A building like this, especially one in the centre of town, stands as a physical testimony to the 
existence and activity of Almighty God.  But, it is not an end in itself, merely a means to an end.  We 
do not worship the building, but worship IN the building.  And, no matter how BIG (or ornate) that 
structure is, it cannot completely contain the LORD. We are meant to take Him with us when we go. 
So, plainly, there are a few parallels we can identify between Solomon’s time and situation, and our 
own circumstances:   
 
1. Just as Solomon physically completed the work that his father David had first envisioned, in our 
generation, we are to build on the foundations laid by those who worshipped God here before us.  
There needs to be continuity, but there change is also inevitable.  
 
2. To achieve such an objective requires that clergy and laity work together as one, united in their 
desire to serve God and see His name honoured in the land.  This does not mean that we will agree 
on every jot and tittle – differences of opinion, style and taste will usually emerge – but God calls us 
forward in His name. 
 
3. And, the ultimate aim is to glorify God, through our worship and service.  The word, 
SHEKINAH, appears in your service sheet today as a heading for this sermon.  It is a very old 
term that goes right back to the time of ancient Israel.  Basically, it can be translated as referring to 
the indescribable glory one senses when the holy and majestic presence of the LORD is real and 
almost tangible to an individual or group of His people. 
 
Finally, let me say this on what is a special day in the long, good and faithful history of our 
congregation.  Immediately after the physical completion of Solomon’s Temple, he called the people 
to prayer.  As the king in the land at that time, he set an example to all Israel by leading them in a 
time of worship and re-dedication before the altar of God. (1 Kings 8: 22-61)  That long and detailed 
prayer can be summed up with a few words – “May Your eyes be open towards this Temple night 
and day, this place of which You said, ‘My Name shall be there,’ so that You will hear the prayer 
Your servant prays towards this place…Hear from Heaven, Your dwelling-place and, when You 
hear, forgive.” (8:29-30) Our Lord Jesus Christ echoed those words with His own when He 
declared, “My house shall be called a House of Prayer.”   

AMEN, and AMEN!!! 
 


